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calmly  lists  il  as  potnl  ten  m  its  pro- 
gram:   We  demand  trie  abolition  ot  all 
age-of -consent  laws 

II  didn't  pass  easily,  though  the  final 
voting  record  made  it  seem  less  contro- 
versial than  those  involved  m  the  debate 
were  well  aware   14  yeas,  6  nays  and 
one  abstention  A  lol  ol  argument  and  a 
lot  ot  soul  searching  had  gone  into 
producing  that  firvaJ  majority  Many  voted 
with  a  changed,  more  aware  conscious- 
ness in  the  lense,  quiet  conference  room 
at  the  University  ot  Ottawa.  Among  the 
nays,  ot  course,  there  were  simple 
conservative  voices  who  were  frightened 
at  the  prospect  of  young  people  winning 
the  <egal  right  to  use  their  bodies  as  they 
see  fit  But  there  were  others,  even 
among  those  who  had  favored  the  reso- 
lution, who  were  sincerely  troubled 
by  whai  seemed  an  excessively   radical ' 
stance  Why  not  seftle  lor  bnnging  the 
age  ol  consent  for  gay  sen  in  line  with 
that  lor  straight"*  Even  the  straights,  after 
all.  had  lo  wart  until  they  were  16   I  don't 
think  anyone  at  the  conference  felt  that 
the  age  ol  consent  for  gay  people  should 
remain  al  21.  but  there  were  many 
voices  pleading  thai  we  should  demand 
only  thai  it  be  lowered  lo  the  age  at 
which  heterosexuals  could  freely  engage 

The  Body  Politic  voted  m  lavor  of  the 
resolution  to  abolish  all  age- o  I -consent 
laws  We  realize  that  such  a  stand  is  still 
a  conl'oversial  one  among  gay  people 
Most  ot  our  readers,  ol  course,  would  not 
have  been  privy  lo  Ihe  debate  which 
finally  resulted  in  a  victory  lor  thai 
resolution,  a  victory  which  made  il  part  ot 
the  official  program  ot  Ihe  mosl  power- 
lul  gay  organization  in  Canada:  the 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalilion. 

We  want  our  readers  lo  know  Ihe 
argumenls  lhal  support  lhal  stand.  This 
is  the  lirst  part  in  a  series  devoted  to  lhal 
end      - 

lis  easy  to  forget  lhal  you  re  talking 
aboul  people   The  lopics  can  sound 
pretty  academic   age  ot -consent,  Ihe 
sexuality  ol  young  people,  the  concept  of 
consenl  as  il  applies  lo  pre-pubertal 
children,  the  idea  ol  innocence'.  .  they're 
themes  lor  debate,  they  can  be  holly  and 
variously  contesled  Psychialrisls  used 
lo  do  the  same  sort  ol  Ihmg  when  they 
talked  aboul  gay  people  Facts  and 
figures   Examples  drawn  from  case 
hislones  reduced  lo  their  clinical  bones. 
We  don  1  lei  them  do  that  anymore.  We 
let  them  know  thai  when  they  talk  pub- 
licly about  gay  people,  when  (hey  hold 
their  forums  on  human  sexuality,  gay 
people  had  better  be  present.  We  are  nol 
|ust  an  interesting  variation  ol  human 
sexuality  or  whatever  which  can  be 
debated  as  if  the  process  did  not  in- 
fluence Ihe  real  lives  of  real  people  with 
a  multitude  ol  joys  and  problems,  needs 
lo  fulfill  and  gifts  to  bring 

When  we  talk  about  Ihe  age-ol- 
consent  laws,  it's  easy  to  forgel  that  we 
are  debating  an  issue  which  crucially 
affects  the  lives  ot  millions  of  people  in 
Canada.  People  who  must  lead  furtive 
and  dangerous  sexual  lives  until  they 
reach  the  age  ol  21    Not  a  few  have  six 
or  seven  years  to  go.  We  want  you  to 
meet  some  of  Ihem 

Jim  is  14  He's  taller  than  most  14 
year -olds   He's  as  tall  as  I  am   I  am 
frankly  astonished   I  try  to  remember 
myself  at  14-1  don't  think  I'd  even 
managed  pimples,  and  I  may,  jus!  may, 
have  worked  up  to  my  firs!  successful 
|erk-off  before  id  reached  my  15th  birth- 
day but  I  spent  most  ol  my  early  years 
acting  out  adventure  stones  in  the 
woods 

"I've  grown  up  so  quickly..."  Jim 
knows  it,  but  he  doesn I  say  it  with  a  sigh 
for  the  bittersweet  delights  ot  a  missed 
youth  -  rather  the  excitement  ol  someone 
who  managed  to  avoid  some  ol  the  com- 
pulsory silliness  of  growing  up  boy 
scouts,  high  school  proms,  comic  books 
and  Ihe  Waltons  on  TV 

He  came  out  just  after  his  14th  birth- 
day Nol,  of  course,  that  he  hadnl  known 
he  was  gay  lor  as  long  as  he  can 
remember  So  many  of  Ihe  young  people 
-  -  in  preparation  for  this  senes 
the  same  thing  -  none  ol 
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The  plight  of  gay  youth 


by  Gerald  Hannon 


"Yesterday  in  the  workshop,  I  argued  against 

the  abolition  of  the  age  of  consent  laws.  But  later 

in  the  evening,  I  phoned  my  lover  in  London.  He 

thought  I  should  vote  in  favor  of  abolition.  My 

lover  is  16.  If  it  hadn't  been  for  him,  I  would  still 

be  in  the  closet.  I  will  vote  for  the  abolition  of  all 

age-of-consent  laws.  I  know  the  arguments 

against  this,  but  I  feel  that  it  is  right." 

A  delegate  to  the  National  Gay  Rights  Conference,  Ottawa,  1975. 
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them  had  any  doubts  aboul  the  fad  they 
were  gay.  and  a  good  three-quarters  ol 
them  never  felt  they  were  anything  else 
When  they  were  8,  9  and  10  they  didn'l 
have  a  word  tor  it  Now  they  do  They're 

gay 

It's  crowded  in  the  clubs.  And  not  just 
the  gay  ones.  There's  a  glitler  "bi"  crowd 
in  Toronto,  and  they  make  their  way  tc 
places  like  David's  on  Phipps  St.  It's 
packed,  and  it's  noisy,  and  it's  smart  and 
it's  not  surprising  that  a  14  year-old 
might  |ust  get  separated  from  his  17 
year-old  sister  in  Ihe  crush  and  suddenly 
find  himself  chatting  with  an  attractive. 
friendly  man  of  about  24  He  touched 
Jims  hand.  That  was  all  that  happened 
that  night.  They  exchanged  phone 
numbers  and  promised  to  meet  again, 
and  did,  and  had  sex  together  but  it  was 
lhal  first  touch  that  remains  in  the 
memory  The  guilt  was  there  -  no  doubt 
of  that.  He  couldn't  pin  down  ever  being 
tokj  il  was  wrong  but  he  knew  what  he 
was  supposed  to  feel  about  being  a 
faggot.  8ut  as  he  said  'ihe  urge  to  do  it 
was  stronger " 

Jim's  mother  knows  he's  gay  So  does 
his  sister  But  the  first  person  to  hear 
about  all  this  was  his  Big  Brother  -  not 
his  sibling,  of  course,  but  the  man  from 
the  organization  that  be  Mends  and  helps 
young  boys  That  organization  has  ar 
anti-gay  policy  bul  Jim  was  lucky  When 
he  was  10  years  old.  he  told  his  Big 
Brother  that  he  liked  guys  There  was  no 
rush  to  enroll  him  on  a  hockey  team,  or 
buy  him  a  toy  rifle,  or  trot  him  off  to  a 
psychiainst  He  was  told  that  all  boys  go 
through  a  homosexual  phase,  and  that 
was  Ihat.  But  4  years  later,  Big  Brother 
took  him  lo  see  the  gay  movie  "A  Very 
Natural  Thing"  And  went  with  him  to  a 
disco  where  Jim  danced  with  a  man  for 
the  lirst  lime  in  his  lile   He  also  pressed 
Jim  to  lell  his  mother  -  "it's  about  time 
she  should  know'1  So  he  did  She  wasn't 
broken  up,  I  hey  discussed  Ihe  whole 
thing,  and  she  has  come  to  accept  him 
"fully  as  he  is.  Which  has  made  |ust  aboul 
everything  a  lol  easier  -  from  taking  ' 
many  of  Ihe  tensions  oul  of  Jim's  life  to 
making  it  possible  to  bnng  his  gay 
friends  home,  or  stay  out  all  night  it  he 
wants  lo. 

Jim  is  blond,  with  pale,  clear  skin, 
vivacious  eyes  and  a  wide,  expressive 
mouth  Pretty,  m  fact.  Which  didn'l 
exactly  make  it  easy  lor  him  al  school, 
bul  did  make  him  an  instantaneous  suc- 
cess as  a  drag  performer  at  two  ol  the 
biggest  gay  clubs  in  town   He's  done 
Ihree  shows,  bul  doesn  I  think  he'll  do 
anymore  Al  first,  he  found  the  excite- 
ment and  attention  fabulously  rewarding 
It  was  an  unadulterated,  good  old  star- 
time  thrill  lo  walk  into  a  room  and  know 
that  everyone  there  knew  who  you  were 
But  even  after  only  Ihree  shows  he  found 
the  atmosphere  superficial  and  bitchy 
and  he  doesn't  think  he'll  go  back 

I  reel  back  a  little  from  this  one.  He's 
gone  into  drag  and  oul  again,  he's 
already  a  tittle  tired  ot  the  clubs,  and  I 
have  lo  keep  reminding  myself  that  this 
articulate  young  man  with  the  develop- 
ing gay  consciousness  is  14  years  old. 
Seven  years  away  from  being  legally 
able  to  do  anything  but  masturbate. 

There's  another  side  to  coming  out  at 

"Hey  sweetie  I  like  your  eye  shadowl" 

"When  are  we  gonna  see  your  new 
dress?" 

It  isn't  easy,  especially  if  you're  the 
only  one  in  your  school  who's  gay- 
identified  Jim  is  in  grade  9,  and  he 
hasn't  actually  told  anyone  he's  gay, 
which  is  probably  smart  considering  the 
kinds  of  things  lhal  have  happened  lo 
Anthony  and  Gary,  two  fellows  who  did 
lei  (he  school  know,  and  whose  stones 
we'll  hear  elsewhere  in  this  article.  But  a 
lol  of  students  have  guessed  about  Jim, 
or  maybe  it's  just  the  tact  thai  he  doesn't 
like  sports,  or  that  he  dresses  carefully 
and  well  -  in  the  sexually  turbulenl 
adolescent  years  it  doesn't  take  much  to 
brand  you  as  a  sexual  loner,  a  social 
[panah 

It's  been  loo  much  for  Jim.  He's  atone 

in  that  school  Not,  of  course,  that  there 

aren't  other  gav  students.  And  teachers. 

The  fact  I  find  most  disturbing  about  his 
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Editorial 


No  Alternative 

In  Jury  two  gay  men.  Bill  Holloway  and 
Tom  Field,  were  found  guilty  ol 
performing  an  indecent  act  Their  cnme 
kissing  each  other  in  broad  daylight  at 
the  corner  of  Yonge  and  Bloor  streets  in 
Toronto.  The  two  belong  to  a  commune 
of  straights  and  gays  which  professes  to 
be  an  alternative  to  the  alienation  of 
capitalist  society   Its  best-known 
endeavor  is  the  successful  Spice  ot  Ule 
restaurant  on  Yonge  Stieet. 

The  case  has  been  a  classic  example 
ot  how  not  to  overcome  alienation  for 
gays  in  our  society.  Especially  it 
alienation  has  something  to  do  with 
repressive  laws,  repressive  courts  and 
the  repressive  cops  who  follow  their 
orders. 

Shortly  after  their  arrest,  the  first 
meeting  to  form  a  Bill  and  Tom  Defense 
Committee  was  called.  It  drew  nearly 
forty  people,  hall  from  the  "Alternative  to 
Alienation"  commune,  and  the  rest  from 
the  gay  community. 

Those  trom  the  gay  community  drew 
on  their  experience  of  past  struggles  It 
was  necessary  lo  get  a  good 
civ il-nghts -oriented  lawyer.  Public 
support  would  have  to  be  built  around  a 
campaign  (o  make  it  clear  thai  this  was 
just  one  more  case  ol  anti-gay  harass- 
ment. The  courts  would  have  lo  deal  nol 
with  two  individuals,  but  with  an  angry 
and  organized  group  ot  citizens  who 
would  not  be  intimidated 

"Alternatives",  however,  had  more 
grandiose  plans  They  were  going  to  turn 
the  case  into  a  weapon  against  all 
"moralisms"  in  society  They  were  there- 
lore  opposed  to  making  it  a  gay  issue 
They  said  that  was  too  narrow  a  concep- 
tion, that  a  broad  campaign  was 
necessary  lo  arouse  Ihe  maximum 
number  of  people  to  Tight  sexual  repres- 
sion in  general  One  "Alternative" 
member  said  her  mother  wouldn't  under- 
stand a  purely  gay  issue 

It  didn't  seem  that  "Alternatives "  was 
all  that  clear  about  how  to  advance  their 
attack  against  sexual  repression  and 
"moralisms".  One  by  one  they  rejected 
all  ot  the  lawyers  that  were  suggested 
They  were  "loo  young"  or  "too  inex- 
perienced ".  Finally  they  found  a  lawyer 
and  announced  that  they  had  been 
advised  that  any  further  publicity  might 
be  detrimental.  The  theory  was  that  first 
it  was  necessary  to  win  the  case  and  set 
a  precedent.  Only  then  would  the  whole 
thing  be  publicized   Not  only  was  the 
case  nol  going  to  be  a  gay  issue,  it 
wasn't  going  to  be  public  either. 

In  vain  the  committee  argued  for  hours 
that  a  public  campaign  was  necessary 
precisely  in  order  to  protect  Bill  and  Tom. 
And  even  if  a  precedent  could  be  won  in 
the  dosel  ol  a  court  room,  it  would  have 
little  effect  on  public  consciousness  - 
compared,  at  least,  to  the  effect  ot  a 
defense  campaign   "Alternatives"  would 
not  be  convinced.  Their  new  strategy 
needed  no  committee  The  committee 
dissolved 

As  a  result  there  was  no  defense 
campaign,  no  publicity,  no  gay  issue.  Bill 
and  Tom  were  lound  guilty  and  fined  fifty 
dollars  each.  The  precedent  thai  they  sel 
was  that  kissing  in  public  is  indecent. 

Bill  and  Tom  are  appealing  Unless 
they  win.  anybody  can  be  arrested  lor 
kissing  in  Toronto.  And  we  know  who 
that  will  be  used  against. 

The  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  and 
The  Body  Politic  organized  a  kiss-m  to 
protest  the  judges  decision  The  case  no 
longer  concerned  only  two  individuals.  It 
was  affecting  all  ol  us  Of  the  thirty 
people  who  came  out.  not  one  belonged 
to  "Alternatives". 

What  are  the  lessons  of  this  sad 
chapter  in  Ihe  gay  struggle''  First,  if  gays 
are  being  harassed  it's  a  gay  issue.  To 
attempt  to  change  the  locus  so  that 
everyone's  mother  can  understand  is 
closetry   Accompanying  this  with  ultra- 
radical talk  about  fighting  against  sexual 
repression  and    moralisms"  in  genera)  is 
ctoseuy  Keeping  things  hushed  up  in  the 
hopes  Ot  winning  a  purely  legal  Cattle  is 
ciosetrv 

Ana  ctosetry  gets  us  nowhere 

We  can  never  give  up  control  of  our 
struggle   Especially  to  idealistic  straights 


who  have  illusions  ol  unalienated  bi- 
sexual ity  or  who  are  out  to  change  the 
world  by  example 

The  liberation  ol  gay  people  can  only 
be  the  work  ol  gay  people  themselves 


Letters 


Reader  slams  us 

Re   Gerald  Hannon  s  review  ot  John 
Herbert's    Close  Friends'  Mr.  Hannon 
leels  he  has  the  right  to  say  Herbert 
owes  us  a  good  gay  play  Herbert  owes 
us  nothing.  If  he  happens  to  wnte  a 
good  gay  play   in  the  course  ot  his 
career,  it  will  be  because  he  has  lelt  an 
artistic  obligation  to  himself  as  an  artist. 
not  as  a  homosexual 

Re     The  Marketing  ot  John  Damien' 
by  this  same  Mr  Hannon  Mr   Hannon 
(ailed  to  say  whether  or  nol  John 
Damien's  beliefs  were  accurately  por- 
trayed in  ihe  Weekend  Magazine  article 
Is  it  or  is  il  nol  true  that  Mr  Damien 
doesn't  believe  in  "marches  and  (lying 
banners,  and  shouting  lo  Ihe  whole 
world,  I'm  gay!'"'  II  this  is  true,  Mr 
Hannon's  criticism  ot  ihe  wnler.  John 
Hofsess.  and  Weekend  Magazine  is 
misdirected 

Do  not  read  this  as  a  put-down  of 
John  Damien  ".  he  says  Until  Mr 
Hannon  tells  me  lhat  John  Damien 
considered  lhat  article  a  deliberate  dis' 
lortion  of  himself  and  his  beliefs,  then  I 
can  only  read  Gerald  Hannon  s  article  as 
a  put-down  of  John  Damien  under  the 
guise  of  a  media  attack 

Another  thing  -  your  editorial  stance 
begins  left  ol  centre  and  extends  itself  in 
only  one  direction  -  lurther  left.  You  print 
extremely  radical  views  with  only  a 
simple  disclaimer,  and  conservalive 
views  with  lengthy  counter  arguments 
The  Body  Politic  is  lar  Irom  being 
balanced". 

If  I  could  count  on  you  (or  any  kind  of 
regular  news  about  the  doings  or  non- 
doings  of  all  local  gay  organizations,  I  d 
subscribe 

I  would  not  mind  in  the  least  it    Small- 
things'  had  to  be  removed  to  make  room. 
Charmalne  Laforest 
Toronto 

Classified  ads 
questioned 

We  think  The  Body  Politic  is 
consistenlly  one  ol  ihe  finest  gay  publi- 
cations we  read.  The  collective  appears 
sensitive  to  many  issues  such  as  class- 
ism.  ageism  and  the  other  -isms  lhal 
pervade  so  many  ot  the  gay  publica- 
tions in  the  United  States. 

However,  we  are  somewhat  con- 
cerned lhat  TBP  publishes  very  oppres- 
sive "personal"  ads  on  the  community 
page   Phrases  such  as  GAVM,  "young 
chickens ".  "very  masculine  appearing", 
and  others  are  offensive  to  persons 
Struggling  to  free  themselves  from  a 
culture  which,  (or  openers,  is  racist, 
classisi.  sexist  and  ageist. 

There  are  lile rally  hundreds  of  homo- 
sexual publications  lhat  will  happily  print 
individual  communications  that  are  insult- 
ing to  people.  TBP  need  not  be  among 
that  group. 
Susan  Henderson 
Peter  Prize r 
Portland,  Maine 

The  collective  would  like  to  thank 
Susan  and  Peter  for  expressing  their 
opinion  on  this  subject 

We  feel,  however,  thai  our  classified 
section  provides  a  very  valuable  service 
to  the  gay  community  in  Canada   They 
mention  lhat  there  are  literally  dozens  ol 
publications  that  will  happily  print  such 
classifieds.  That  may  be  true  in  the 
States   But  in  Canada,  The  Body  Politic 
is  the  only  regularty  published  gay 
periodical  that  accepts  classifieds 

Society  makes  it  very  difficult  for  gay 
people  to  meet  That  is  one  of  our 
oppressions.  We  feel  that  anything  thai 
facilitates  gay  people  getting  together  is 
good  That  seems  especially  true  in  a 
country  like  Canada  which  has  a  rela- 
tively small  population  scattered  across 
an  area  larger  than  the  U.S. 

Many  people  use  our  classified  sec- 
tion to  meet  others  lor  sexual  purposes 


We  'eel  that  it  is  quite  legitimate  lo 
wish  to  meet  people  for  purely  sexual 
puiposes,  and  that  it  is  permissible  for 
people  to  state  their  sexual  preferences 
in  the  Classifieds 

However,  we  cannot  pnnt  ads  which 
are  insulting  or  which  discriminate 
against  oppressed  groups  We  edit  out 
phrases  like  "no  blacks"  "no  onentals", 
"no  (ats  or  ferns",  etc.  We  ask  people  to 
change  "chicken  love"  to  "boy  love".  We 
do  allow  ads  which  are  directed  to 
generally  oppressed  groups.  "Gay  male 
seeks  black  friend1;  would  be  acceptable. 
'Gay  male  seeks  white  friend",  would 
tot. 

Sometimes,  in  the  hurry  of  layout  and 
paste-up,  a  phrase  slips  by  lhat  we 
would  normally  edit  out  or  change.  That 
is  regrettable,  but  unavoidable. 

Our  basic  policy  is  lo  allow  as  free  rein 
as  possible  to  people's  sexual  fantasies 
We  believe  it  is  healthy  and  positive  for 
gay  people  to  explore  their  fantasies.  We 
ask  people  not  to  exclude  members  ot 
oppressed  groups  in  their  ads.  That  is 
all. 

When  we  have  had  to  make  classified 
advertisers  aware  ol  this  policy,  most 
have  been  quile  willing  to  comply.  Some 
were  quite  unaware  thai  they  were  being 
offensive  -  they  had  simply  picked  up 
phrases  from  classifieds  in  other  publi- 
cations without  thinking  ol  their  impli- 
cations. 

We  hope  that  our  classified  section  will 
continue  to  be  one  way  ol  bringing  gay 
Canadians  together.  We  welcome  other 
comments  on  our  policy. 
The  Collective 

Webster  treated 
unfairly? 

Quite  frankly,  I  did  not  expect  the  quality 
of  writing  I  encountered  when  I  bought 
and  read  issue  no   25.  Needless  to  say.  I 
was  most  pleasantly  surprised 

However,  in  regard  to  Dan  Stainlon's 
and  John  Argues  news  story;  "NDP 
adopts  gay  rights  plank  "",  they  make  a 
misleading  conclusion  in  reterence  lo  a 
Norman  Webster  column  in  the  Globe 
and  Mall   (The  reterence  was  to 
Webster's   "stirring  up  prejudice  against 
gay  people."  Ed.) 

Admittedly.  Mr  Webster  may  be  unen- 
lightened or  unliberaled  in  regards  10  gay 
consciousness  Nevertheless,  he  has 
written  some  o(  the  most  eloquent 
tributes  to  the  NDP.  and  some  ol  the 
most  scathing  articles  about  the  Oavis 
government   Despite  his  family  ties  to 
Ihe  Board  ot  Directors  ol  the  Globe,  it 
would  appear  lhal  Mr  Webster  is  not 
bound  by  their  political  beliefs 

As  a  regular  reader  ot  his  column.  I 
feel  I  wnle  with  some  insight.  I  will  no 
doubl  become  one  of  your  regular 
readers  as  well. 
Richard  Maddocks 
Toronto 

Writers  Argue  and  Siainton  are  not 
responsible  for  the  information  in  the 
story  lhal  the  Globe  and  Mall's  principal 
political  commentator  is  also  ihe  son  ol 
that  newspaper  s  president   I  added  that 
material  to  their  report  to  allow  readers  to 
make  an  accurate  assessment  of  the 
significance  of  Webster's  comments  on 
ihe  gay  adoption  proposal. 

I  too  am  a  regular  reader  of  both 
Webster  s  column  and  other  parts  ot  The 
Globe.  To  my  mind,  despite  the 
occasional  backhanded  tribute  to  Ihe 
NOP,  Webster's  cosmetic  criticism  of  the 
Tories  and  his  gay-baiting  pul  him 
precisely  m  line  with  his  father's  editorial 
policy 
Ken  Popert,  news  editor 
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Kiss  in  protests 
conviction  of  kissers 


Public  kissing  is  an  indecent  act  punish- 
able by  a  tine.  AI  least,  that  appears  to 
be  the  case  if  the  kissers  happen  to  be 
gay 

On  July  12,  Judge  Drukarsh  fined  Bill 
Holloway  and  Tom  Field  S50  each  He 
had  found  them  guilty  of  having 
committed  an  indecent  act 

ie  two  men  were  arrested  during  the 
afternoon  ot  February  12  ot  Ihis  year. 
They  had  been  kissing  in  Iront  of 
Hudson's  Bay  store  at  the  corner  ot 
Yonge  and  Bloor 

They  were  posing  tor  pictures  (or  an 
article  on  homophobia  to  appear  in 
Alternative  to  Alienation,  a  periodical 
published  by  the  group  to  which 
Holloway  and  Field  belong. 

Representatives  ot  the  gay  community 
were  upset  and  outraged    "Gay  people 
can  kiss  (heir  rights  good-bye, "  said  Tom 
Warns  ,  president  of  Toronto  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE)   "11 
looks  as  if  there's  now  a  legal  precedent 
that  can  be  used  against  gays  who  want 
to  express  their  affection  in  public."  he 
continued  "I  leel  certain  that  a  straight 
couple  m  the  same  situation  would  not 
even  have  been  charged  " 

On  July  17.  GATE  and  The  Body 
Politic  sponsored  a  kiss- in  as  a  means 
of  publicly  demons  Ira  ling  that  gay  people 
have  the  same  nghl  to  small  acts  of 
public  affection  as  straight  people  do. 

About  20  gays  paraded  in  couples  and 

pies,  kissing  as  they  walked.  Occasion- 
ally, the  group  would  stop  and  create  a 
small  circle  ot  kissers 

Reaction  from  passers-by  was  mixed 
The  group  had  prepa/ed  an  attractive 
hand-bill  which  explained  the  situation, 
and  Ihose  who  look  the  time  to  read  it 
seemed  convinced  ol  the  injustice. 
Others  were  offended,  a  lew  were 
outraged.  Although  about  a  half  dozen 
police  amved  on  the  scene  duhng  the 
course  of  the  hour-long  event,  they 
merery  watched  from  the  sidelines  and 
did  not  interrupt  The  kissers  were 
ca/etul  to  keep  moving  so  that  no  one 
could  be  charged  with  obstructino  the 
sidewalk. 

On  Friday  July  23  the  two  organiza- 
tions (hat  had  sponsored  the  kiss-in 
organized  a  picket  in  front  of  old  City 
September 


Hall  That  building  houses  the  coun  room 
where  ihe  two  men  had  been  convicted. 

About  25  gay  people  gathered  at  1  pm 
to  parade  quietly  in  Iron  I  of  the  building 
Most  carried  placards  deploring  the 
injustice  ot  convicting  two  men  lor  doing 
what  a  man  and  a  woman  can  do 
publicly  with  impunity   Again,  the  event 
attracted  a  crowd  ot  interested  bystan- 
ders 

Ironically,  the  demonstration  played 
useif  out  against  a  background  of 
wedding  parties  being  photographed  on 
the  steps  of  the  histonc  building. 


For  a  look  at  the  legal  picture,  The 
Body  Politic  spoke  to  David  McCombs, 
counsel  tor  the  two  men  He  informs  us 
that  he  knows  ol  no  precedents 
involving  a  straight  couple  in  which 
charges  were  laid  because  they  had 
kissed  m  public. 

There  was  another  interesting  aspect 
to  the  case  McCombs  had  argued 
during  the  trial  that  the  sex  ot  the  couple 
people  charged  should  have  no  bearing 
on  the  court's  decision.  Judge  Drukarsh 
agreed  that  the  test  as  to  whether  or  not 
there  was  an  indecent  acl  should  be 
exactly  the  same  as  for  a  heterosexual 
couple. 

However,  the  police  testified  that  the 
men  had  been  rubbing  their  groins 
together  as  they  kissed  Though 
Holloway  and  Field  denied  this,  the  judge 
accepted  the  policeman's  word  and 
found  them  guilty 

Holloway  and  Field  have  decided  to 
appeal.  They  would  in  effect  be  given  a 
new  trial  before  a  county  court  judge 
McCombs  feels  that  it  is  unlikely  the 
case  could  be  heard  before  November. 

by  Gerald  Hannon  G 


Gay  men  organize 
to  make  park  safe 

Toronto's  David  Baliour  Park  has  been  a 
popular  meeting-place  for  gay  men  for  a 
number  ot  years.  The  steep  wooded 
ravine  which  is  the  major  part  ot  the  park 
affords  dark  cruisey  pains  rarely  frequen- 
ted by  straights  after  the  evening  hours. 

Until  recently  it  was  sate,  ignored  even 
by  the  police  But  last  summer,  trouble 
Started.  Gangs  ot  teenage  hooligans 
invaded  the  park  in  the  evening  to 
harass  the  gay  men.  Several  victims 
were  beaten  and  robbed. 

It  didn't  happen  often  last  summer,  but 
it  started  again  this  spnng.  Over  the 
summer,  reports  have  become  more 
frequent.  And  more  frightening. 

In  May  Bob  Schissler,  a  22-year-old 
Toronto  man.  observed  the  gangs  going 
into  the  park  one  night.  He  tried  to  stop 
some  of  the  other  men  trom  fleeing,  lo 
get  them  to  make  a  show  of  force.  "A 
group  of  us  could  scare  them  off.''  he 
argued.  He  wasn't  able  to  rouse  anyone 
to  action   One  man  refused  because  he 
was  married  and  just  didn't  know  what 
his  wife  would  say  if  she  found  out  he  d 
been  fighting  in  the  park  Bob  adds, 
"What  would  she  say  if  she  knew  he'd 


been  sucking  cock  in  Ihe  park?" 

Things  got  worse.  The  punks  occupied 
Ihe  park  virtually  every  weekend  in  the 
early  evening  hours. 

One  evening  in  early  July  Tom  Warner, 
the  president  of  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality,  heard  terrifying  screams  coming 
from  the  bottom  of  the  ravine    They 
musl  have  been  beating  someone  to  a 
pulp  But  there  was  nothing  I  could  do 
alone  and  I  couldn't  gel  anyone  else  to 
come  with  me  to  investigate  " 

Other  stones  Irom  anxious  members  ot 
Ihe  community  came  m  that  week  Tom 
decided  it  was  time  lo  do  something  He 
called  a  meeting  of  concerned  people  lo 
canvass  Ihe  possibilities  and  come  up 
with  a  plan  of  action  Twenty  people  met 
July  29  in  the  GATE  office. 

Some  tell  that  vigilante  groups  wen 
necessary   II  the  punks  were  roughed  up 
a  few  limes,  the  harassment  would 
cease  Others  cautioned  that  this  would 
cause  even  more  lear  among  gay  users 
of  the  park,  who  might  not  be  able  to  dis- 
tinguish between  a  gang  of  thugs  and  an 
armed  vigilante  group.  There  was  also 
some  concern  that  further  violence  would 
escalate  and  draw  even  more  queer- 
bashers  mio  the  park. 

II  was  finally  decided  that  GATE 
should  leaflet  park  users  on  the  weekend 
evenings.  The  leaflet  would  warn  ol 
possible  violence  in  the  part  and  offer 
advice 

Five  volunteers  lealletted  at  the 
entrances  lo  Balfour  on  the  evenings  of 
July  30  and  August  1    Reaction  was  very 
positive  About  sixty  men  accepted  the 
leaflet  on  each  night 

The  danger  lies  in  being  alone  The 
leaflet  advises:    If  you  hear  or  see  these 
people  making  trouble,  do  not  scatter  or 
remain  anonymous   Speak  to  Ihe  person 
next  to  you  and  establish  a  group  of  two 
or  more  so  you  are  not  alone   (I  four  or 
five  people  can  be  gathered,  then  you 
may  choose  to  intimidate  these  cowards 
by  a  group  showing,  especially  if  they 
are  attacking  someone ' 

On  July  30  leaflets  were  also  handed 
to  some  teenagers'who  were  smashing 
bottles  in  the  park  They  were  informed 
of  the  attacks  and  advised  to  stay  away 
from  the  park  and  its  gay  users.  They 
were  also  warned  thai,  ii  the  attacks  con- 
tinued, vigilante  patrols  would  be 
organized  to  prevent  them.  It  is  not 
known  whether  these  boys  were  some  of 
the  offenders. 

The  leaf  letting  will  continue  for  31  least 
another  weekend  and  possibly  through- 
out the  summer. 

by  Merv  Walker  D 
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COJO  fires  gay  militant 

The  pre-Olympic  clean-up'  in  Montreal 
took  a  new  turn  June  24  when  Stuart 
Russell,  a  member  of  the  Coordinating 
Committee  ol  the  recently  formed  Gay 
Coalition  Against  Repression  (GCAR) 
and  a  leader  ol  the  Young  Socialists, 
was  dismissed  from  his  job  with  COJO, 
the  body  responsible  lor  organizing  the 
Olympic  Games  The  21  year  -old  McGill 
University  student  was  informed  of  his 
finng  by  COJO  Project  Director/ 
Permanent  Personnel  Marcel  Roy  rust 
rive  days  after  he  had  acted  as  a 


Stuan  Russell 


marshall  lor  the  June  19  GCAR  march 
(see  The  Body  Politic  #25)  which  had 
passed  in  front  of  the  COJO  head- 
quarters. 

Russell  had  been  working  a!  the  COJO 
Press  Centre  as  a  telex  operator  for 
seven  weeks  when  he  was  dismissed. 
Initially  COJO  officials  refused  lo  provide 
Russell  with  a  reason  lor  his  dismissal. 
Bui  when  pressed  by  the  media.  Ihey 
cited  security  reasons  without  further 
elaboration.  This  position  was  reversed 
in  laler  statements  when  it  was  claimed 
Russell  had  been  fired  lor  mcompelence 
And,  in  what  was  an  obvious  attempt  to 
buy  his  silence,  Russell  was  promised 
his  full  salary  until  the  end  ol  his  contract 
August  5 

The  Gay  Coalition  Against  Repression, 
which  was  established  to  protest  against 
police  repression  of  the  Montreal  gay 
community  in  the  pre-Olympic  period, 
immediately  announced  a  campaign  to 
work  for  Russell  s  reinstatement  The 
Coalition  issued  a  statement  declanng 
that  the  Russell  dismissal  was  a  further 
attack  on  gay  rights  and  the  gay  com- 
munity' 

Russell's  dismissal  was  the  fourth 
such  political  firing  by  COJO  to  come  to  • 
light.  In  each  case,  the  victim  was  a 
member  of  a  leftist  organization. 
Francois  Cyr  and  Sylvie  Cameron  of  the 
Revolutionary  Marxist  Group  and  Carol 
Cohen  ol  the  League  lor  Socialist  Action 
(LSA)  and  the  Young  Socialists  A  fifth 
finng  has  since  occurred,  that  of  Katie 
Curtin.  an  LSA  member  and  author  ol 
the  book  Women  In  China 

On  the  day  following  his  dismissal, 
Russell  lodged  a  complaint  with  the 
Quebec  Civil  Liberties  Union's  Vigilance 
Committee,  which  was  formed  lo  protect 
civil  nghts  dunng  the  Olympics  The 
Union  held  a  press  conference  July  9  lo 
denounce  the  firings  and  to  announce  it 
would  lay  a  complaint  with  the  new 
Quebec  Human  Rights  Commission. 
These  are  the  first  cases  which  the 
Commission  will  adiudicate  under  the 
Quebec  Human  Rights  Charter   The 
Charter  says  that  COJO  violaied  the  pro- 
vision ol  the  Charter  which  slates  that 
everyone  has  a  nghl  to  basic  civil  liber- 
ties without  fear  ol  disenmination  be- 
cause of  race,  colour,  sex.  marital  status, 
religion,  political  conviction,  language, 
national  origin  or  social  condition  The 
Union  believes  that  COJO  discriminated 
against  the  lour  on  the  basis  ol  their 
political  convictions. 

GCAR  representative  Gerard  Poltender 
attended  the  press  conference  to 
denounce  Russell's  firing  as   a  blatant 
and  unjustifiable  example  of  anti-gay  dis- 
crimination"   Gays,  socialists  and  other 
minorities  have  a  democratic  right  to 
employment  without  harassment  or 


I  arbitrary  fmng.    he  stated 

The  press  conference  received 
widespread  media  coverage  GCAR  & 
position  was  publicized  by  most  papers 
and  stations,  including  the  independents! 
La  Jour,  which  had  blacked  out  GCAR  s 
previous  activities 

Stuart  Russell  met  July  20  with 
representatives  of  the  Human  Rights 
Commission,  which  is  presently  invesli- 
gating  the  firings.  The  Gay  Coalition 
Against  Repression  hopes  to  make  a 
presentation  to  the  Commission  in  the 
near  future  to  pressure  lor  protection  for 
gays  Last  year  a  lobbying  campaign  to 
include  sexual  orientation  in  the  Human 
Rights  Charter  (ailed  when  the  legislative 
caucus  of  the  ruling  Liberal  party  voted 
against  the  recommendation. 

GCAR  is  meanwhile  calling  lor  a  full 
disclosure  of  the  reasons  lor  Russell's 
dismissal  and  demanding  his  immediate 
re  instate  menl. 

by  Ron  Dayman  □ 

Citizens'  group  supports 
gay  rights 

The  Gay  Coalition  Against  Repression 
(GCAR)  has  secured  the  public  support 
of  the  Montreal  Citizens  Movement 
(MCM).  a  citizens  group  formed  before 
the  1974  municipal  elections  as  an 
alternative  to  mayor  Jean  Orapeau's 
Civic  Party.  There  has  been  increasing 
support  tor  the  MCM's  artempl  to  depose 
Drapeau.  Its  support  tor  ihe  gay  organ- 
ization is  particularly  significant  because 
Drapeau  s  regime  has  been  held  largely 
responsible  lor  the  anti-gay    morality 
campaign  in  the  pasl  ten  years  and  more 
recently  for  the  pre-Olympic  clean-up' 

In  a  letter  lo  the  GCAR,  MCM  presi- 
dent Lea  Cousmeau  said  that  the  MCM 
supports  the  demands  ol  GCAR  to  end 
all  lorms  ot  police  repression  including 
the  blatant  and  unjustifiable  repression 
which  Montreal  gays  have  fell 

GCAR  has  been  seeking  support  from 
a  vahety  ol  citizens  organizations  in  its 
Struggle  against  police  repression 
Endorsements  have  also  come  trom  the 
Joint  Church  in  Society  Committee  ol  the 
Anglican  and  Untied  Churches  and  from 
the  Central  Consumer  Council  ol  the 
Vilte  Mane  Social  Services  Centre. 

Since  the  June  19  GCAR  demons- 
tration (see  The  Body  Politic  #25)  there 
have  been  practically  no  raids  in  gay 
bars  and  the  police  seem  lo  have 
adopted  a  laissez-latre  attitude  during  the 
two- week  Olympic  period  However, 
there  have  been  a  number  ol  arresls 
m  the  parks  Gays  have  been  especially 
harassed  in  LaFontame  Park,  a  well- 
known  gay  cruising  spot,  where  several 
thousand  leenage  alhletes  were  meeting 
dunng  the  Games  According  to  reliable 
sources,  the  organizers  mounted  a 
specific  campaign  aimed  at  cleanng  the 
park  of  homosexuals 

Meanwhile,  the  Gay  Coahlion  Against 
Repression  has  decided  to  become  a 
permanent  organization  to  light  agamsl 
repression  ot  all  kinds  and  to  seek 
democratic  nghts  lor  gays  A  policy  con- 
ference is  planned  for  the  fall 

by  Ron  Dayman 


Community  Centre  asks 
protection  for  gays 

The  Gay  Community  Centre  of 
Saskatoon  has  presented  a  brief  to  the 
Saskatchewan  government  calling  for 
protection  againsl  discrimination  for  gay 
people  in  human  rights  legislation 

According  to  the  brief,  the  province's 
estimated  eighty  thousand  gays,  despite 
the  1969  amendment  to  Ihe  Cnminal 
Code  removing  prohibitions  against 
homosexual  acts  between  consenting 
adults  m  private,  do  not  receive  equal 
protection  under  the  law.  The  document 
says    "It  is  quite  legal  in  this  province  lor 
an  employer  to  fire  someone  solely  on 
the  grounds  ol  the  person's  sexual  orien- 
tation. A  landlord  can  legally  refuse  to 
rent  an  apartment  to  someone  on  the 
basis  of  his  or  her  heterosexualrty  or 
homosexuality." 

The  brief  lists  a  number  of  official 
bodies  which  have  publicly  supported 
equal  nghts  for  lesbians  and  homosexu- 
als These  include  the  Saskatchewan 
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Federation  of  Labor,  the  Saskatchewan 
Association  on  Human  Rights,  the 
Ontario  Mew  Democratic  Party  and  the 
crty  councils  of  Ottawa  and  Toronto 

The  centre  has  been  lobbying  the 
government  lor  the  past  three  years  to 
amend  provincial  human  rights  legis- 
lation to  include  a  ban  against  discrimin- 
ation because  of  sexual  orientation 

The  Saskatchewan  government  is 
currently  working  on  changes  to  human 
rights  legislation,  although  reliable 
sources  indicate  thai  the  government  as 
of  yet  is  not  contemplating  protection  tor 
the  gay  community   The  government  is 
hoping  to  present  their  changes  to  the 
legislature  in  the  fall  or  next  spring  at  the 
latest- 

The  Centre  is  one  of  a  number  of 
organizations  in  the  province  10  call  for  a 
prohibition  against  discnmination 
because  of  sexual  onentatioh.  Both  the 
Saskatchewan  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion and  the  Saskatchewan  Association 
on  Human  Rights  have  recommended 
such  changes  for  the  past  couple  of 
years. 

Last  year,  in  response  to  the  Doug 
Wilson  case  (see  The  Body  Politic 
#21),  the  Saskatchewan  Federation  of 
Labor  passed  a  resolution  urging  the  pro- 
vincial government  to  prohibit  discrimin- 
ation on  the  basis  of  sexual  onentation 
In  surveys  conducted  over  the  past  three 
years,  16  of  the  61  members  ol  the 
current  Saskatchewan  legislature  have 
indicated  their  support  for  gay  nghts 
legislation. 

The  bnet  is  the  opening  shot  in  a 
campaign  the  Gay  Community  Centre  of 
Saskatoon  hopes  will  ensure  legislation 
to  protect  Saskatchewan's  gay  minonly 
The  brief  will  be  followed  by  letters  and 
personal  visits  with  individual  MLAs 

by  Doug  HellquiSI 


St  John's 


Gays  find  organization 
means  better  life 

St,  Johns  is  not  a  place  that  naturally 
fosters  gay  community  The  small-town 
air  of  its  recent  past  still  hangs  over  the 
city  of  one  hundred  thousand   It  is  the 
capital  of  a  province  whose  half-million 
people  live  most.y  in  scattered  towns  and 
villages.  Family  ties  live  on  and  the 
feeling  persists  thai  everyone  in  the  city 
knows  everyone  else  and  is  watching 

Until  two  years  ago,  gay  lite  for  the 
men  of  St.  John's  meant  cautious  strolls 
after  dark  along  the  cruisey  streets  near 
the  harbor  or  an  evening  at  The  Water- 
front, a  rundown  lavem  which  attracted 
dead-end  elements  and  tolerated  gays  if 
they  kept  their  place  There  was  even 
less  for  the  women. 

But  that  was  two  years  ago  Today  St 
John's  is  the  home  ol  a  vigorous  gay 
community.  Gay  women  and  men  can 
pass  the  evening  at  The  Sea  Breeze,  a 
pleasant  and  hospitable  Oar  where  they 
are  welcome  Regularly  scheduled 
dance-  in  rented  halls  around  the  city 
have  enriched  the  gay  social  life  and  the 
community  is  growing  as  Newfoundland 
gays  leave  their  closets  (or  something 
better 

The  key  to  this  transformation  was 
organization   In  May  1974  seven  women 
ana  six  men  got  together  to  talk  over  the 
possibilities   What  emerged  was  the 
Community  Homophile  Association  of 
Newfoundland.  The  pressing  task  which 
faced  the  new  group  was  the  creation  ol 
a  viable  gay  community,  a  foundation  for 
further  progress  CHAN  went  to  work, 
using  the  press,  radio,  and  everuwash- 
room  walls  to  draw  Newfoundland  oavs 
logether 

It  worked  Today  the  membership  roll 
is  pushing  four  hundred  and  the  stream 
of  inqumes  remains  steady  Women 
make  up  about  two-fifths  of  the  member- 
ship and  play  a  leading  role  in  the  life  of 
the  organization  Because  a  large 
minority  of  the  members  are  scattered 
across  the  four  hundred  thousand  square 
kilometres  of  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador.  CHAN  promotes  the  formation 
of  local  gay  communities  wherever  pos- 
sible outside  of  St.  John's  The  hundreds 
are  kept  in  touch  through  Aboutfaca.  a 
monthly  newsletter  About  every  two 
months,  the  notices  go  out  m  the  mail 
and  gays  Hock  into  the  crty  by  car.  truck 
bus  and  plane  for  a  social  get-together 

Although  it  may  appear  to  be  a  purely 


social  organization  CHAN  has  displayed 
a  political  will  that  belies  that  appear- 
ance Earlier  this  year,  two  gay  men 
dared  to  dance  together  at  The  Water- 
front, an  age-old  gay  gathenng  place. 
Retnbution  was  swift,  the  manager  threw 
them  out.  no  doubt  thinking  to  put  an  end 
to  that  kind  of  uppity  gayness  lor  years 
to  come.  But  then  something  happened 
that  had  never  happened  before  m  all  the 
years  thai  gays  had  been  tolerated  at 
The  Waterfront  Angered  by  the  act  of 
repression  and  perhaps  inspired  by  a 
new  feeling  ol  togetherness,  the  fifty  or 
so  gays  present  got  up  and  walked  out  in 
protest 

CHAN  quickly  organized  a  continuing 
boycott  of  the  tavem  and  opened  negoti- 
ations with  the  management  of  The  Sea 
Breeze,  at  that  time  a  near-failing  enter- 
prise. They  made  it  clear  thai  St  John's 
gays  expected  the  same  casual  nghts 
that  straights  take  for  granted,  the  fight 
to  touch,  to  show  affection,  to  dance 
together  An  agreement  was  reached 
and  the  gay  community  moved  lo  The 
Sea  Breeze  and  to  new  freedoms.  The 
Waterfront  eventually  knuckled  under  to 
the  collective  power  of  the  gay  com- 
munity But  it  was  too  late;  the  gays 

Last  year  CHAN  made  a  presentation 
on  behalf  of  the  province's  gay  people  to 
the  Special  Joint  Committee  on  Immi- 
gration Policy  The  Committee  was 
holding  public  hearings  in  many  cities 
across  the  country,  ostensibly  to  solicit 
public  input  for  the  rewriting  of  (he  Immi- 
gration Act  In  its  final  report,  the 
Committee  bowed  to  the  pressure 
exerted  by  CHAN  and  many  other  gay 
organizations  and  recommended  deletion 
from  the  Act  of  a  provision  which  bans 
foreign  gays  from  I  he  country. 

The  members  of  CHAN  still  lace  many 
challenges.  The  impacl  of  the  group  is 
reduced  by  the  reluctance  ol  af!  bul  a 
few  to  be  identified  publicly  This 
cautious  attitude  is  perhaps  understand- 
able in  a  province  where  jobs  are  scarce 
and  unemployment  hovers  at  fifteen  per- 
cent. But  in  St.  John's,  as  elsewhere,  the 
question  has  to  be  constantly  posed: 
how  much  closetry  is  necessary  and  how 
much  is  irrational?  The  tulure  of  every 
gay  community  can  be  read  in  its  answer 
to  this  question 

In  just  two  years  CHAN  has  produced 
a  profound  change  in  the  quality  ol  gay 
life  in  St.  John's.  It  has  been  able  to  do 
this  because  its  members  are  the  kind  of 
people  out  of  whom  the  gay  movement 
is  fashioned  and  on  whom  the  gay  com- 
munity depends  proud  and  courageous 
gay  women  and  men  who  stand  up  and 
fighl  for  their  nghts. 

by  Ken  PopertQ 

Gays  get  protection 

Following  a  number  of  clashes  between 
gays  and  a  number  of  greasers'  at  The 
Sea  Breeze,  the  local  gay  bar,  the 
management  has  laken  steps  to  ensure 
that  gay  patrons  won  1  be  harassed  in 
the  future 

Two  bouncers  had  been  added  to  the 
staff  to  deal  with  anyone  causing  trouble 
As  a  result  The  Sea  Breeze  has 
regained  the  congenial  atmosphere  that 
had  previously  existed  among  the  people 
who  frequent  the  bar 

Although  The  Sea  Breeze  is  not 
exclusively  gay,  its  gay  clientele  enjoy 
the  same  rights  as  the  straights  in  the 
bar. 

In  tight  of  this  latest  friendly  action  of 
the  management  in  hinng  the  two 
bouncers  to  protect  gays,  it  seems  that 
the  gay  community  and  The  Sea  Breeze 
have  entered  into  a  long  partnership. 

CHAN  is  now  looking  (or  a  place  to 

nt  as  a  permanent  headquarters.  To 
date  its  meetings  and  other  activities 
have  been  held  at  the  homes  of 
members.  But  there  is  a  feeling  that  a 
permanent  location  would  give  CHAN  a 
stronger  sense  of  solidanty 

CHAN  has  grown  considerably  since 
its  inception  two  years  ago  and  now 
boasts  of  nearly  four  hundred  members 
throughout  the  province  Already  a 
branch  ol  CHAN  has  formed  in  Comer 
Brook,  Newfoundland's  second  biggest 
crty,  and  it  should  be  in  full  swing  by 
September 

In  other  news,  reliable  sources  indicate 
that  this  fall  will  see  the  formation  ol  a 
gay  organization  at  Memorial  University 
in  St.  John's  It  is  believed  the  group  will 
be  basically  political  in  character 

by  Wish  Leonard  D 


Guilty  pleas  in  Baths 
case 

Four  of  the  28  men  arrested  during  the 
raid  on  Ihe  Club  Baths  last  May  have 
pleaded  guilty  m  Ottawa  courts  All  have 
received  absolute  discharges 

Two  of  the  men  were  charged  with 
gross  indecency  and  two  with  being 
found-ins 

In  passing  sentence,  the  two  judges 
involved  both  said  that  the  defendants 
had  committed  an  illegal  act,  but  that 
they  probably  didn't  know  the  acts  were 
illegal  and  probably  wouldn't  have  com- 
mitted them  had  they  known 

It  is  fell  that  the  guilty  pleas  in  the  two 
gross  indecency  cases  will  make  it  rela- 
tively easy  for  the  crown  attorney's  office 
to  prove  that  the  Club  Baths  was  a 
bawdy  house  This  will  help  them  in  Ihe 
four  cases  (previously  three)  of  keeping 
a  common  bawdy  house'  and  in  the 
remaining  twenty  found- in'  cases. 

The  next  court  appearances  are 
scheduled  for  October 

by  David  GarmalseQ 

Gays  celebrate 
anniversary 


serving  the  gay  community  of  the 
national  capital  area  lor  the  past  live 
years.  A  week  ot  festivities  will  mark  this 
event  and  an  anniversary  issue  of 
GO-INFO  will  be  published. 

The  highlights  of  the  celebration 
include  an  anniversary  dinner  on 
September  14,  a  public  forum  on  homo- 
sexuality, at  which  meeting  a  French 
Canadian  gay  book  will  be  released,  an 
educational  session  to  be  held  in  Hull, 
Quebec,  and  a  dance  on  the  Ottawa 
River  "cruising"  boat  in  September.  Dur- 
ing the  week  of  September  12-18  an 
Ottawa  theatre,  the  Town  Cinema,  will 
present,  at  Gays  of  Ottawa's  request,  a 
series  of  films  with  a  gay  theme.  Films  to 
be  shown  include  Fox  and  His  Friends, 
Women  In  Love,  Le  Vieux  Fusil,  Mont 
A  Venlse,  Dog  Day  Afternoon,  and 
Saturday  Night  at  the  Baths. 

The  anniversary  festivities  further  a 
threefold  objective   to  reaffirm  Gays  ol 
Ottawa/Gais  de  I'Outaouais's  presence 
in  the  national  capital  region,  lo  sensitize 
ihe  general  public  to  gay  issues,  and  to 
provide  alternative  social  activities  for 
members  of  the  gay  community. 

by  Paul-Francois  SylvestreD 

Lesbian  rights  fund  set 
up 

Gays  of  Ottawa,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Ottawa  Women's  Centre,  has  establish- 
ed an  'Equal  Rights  for  Lesbians'  Fund 
to  help  fight  the  lesbian  struggle,  par- 
ticularly in  areas  such  as  child  custody. 
For  further  information,  please  contact 
Kendra  Forbes  through  Gays  of  Ottawa 
(see  Community  Page). 

by  David  GarmalseQ 


Court  rejects  Matlovich 
case 

Former  Air  Force  Sg!   Leonard 
Matlovich  s  legal  battle  to  remain  in  the 
US  Air  Force  suffered  a  decisive  and 
perhaps  final  defeat  July  16  when 
Federal  Distnct  Judge  Gerhard  Gesell 
upheld  the  Air  Force's  right  to  discharge 
homosexuals.  In  his  dismissal  o(  the  suit 
against  the  Air  Force.  Gesell,  who  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  liberal  and  (air- 
minded  judges  on  the  federal  bench, 
ruled  that  the  military  has  the  right  "lo 
establish  standards  of  behaviour " 
Matlovich,  the  judge  ruled,    did  not  meet 
his  burden''  to  live  up  to  all  of  the  Air 
Force  standards 

Gesell  was  clearly  unhappy  with  his 
own  decision  and  relied  on  opinions 
which  higher  courts  had  made 
prevKKisly    "This  is  a  distressing  case,  a 
bad  case."  he  said  The  homosexual 
problem  should  be  reexamined ",  the 
judge  said  "It's  impossible  to  escape  the 


We  get  money 

The  Body  Politic  has  received  an  oper- 
ating grant  from  the  Ontario  Arts  Council. 

The  council  surveyed  94  Canadian- 
owned,  Ontario-based  periodicals  and 
awarded  grants  lolalling  $288,016  lo  77 
of  these  periodicals 

The  Body  Politic  was  awarded 
$1500  The  paper  had  been  refused  a 
grant  the  previous  year  because  of  low 
standards  ot  writing,  editing  and  design. 

The  Ontario  Arts  Council  receives  its 
money  trom  the  Ontario  government. 


Researchers  probe 
gay  athletes 

"It  appears  thai  there  is  a  lot  more  gay 
activity  among  college  male  athletes  than 
any  of  us  had  previously  thought" 

That  Is  the  conclusion  reached  by  Pro- 
fessor Richard  W.  Smith  of  the  Depart- 
ment ol  Psychology  at  California  State 
University  in  Northndge  Smith,  and  his 
assistanl  Brian  Garner,  presented  their 
conclusions  to  the  Society  lor  Ihe  Scien- 
tific Study  ol  Sex  Convention  in  June  ol 
this  year. 

Athletes  were  given  a  questionnaire 
and  asked  to  check  the  kinds  of  sexual 
activity  they  had  engaged  in  at  least 
twice  to  the  point  of  orgasm  in  the  last 
two  years.  Of  the  20  listed  sex  ads,  six 
were  homosexual. 

Forty  per  cent  of  the  sample  admitted 
to  having  engaged  in  one  or  more  of  the 
six  gay  activities  listed.  The  researchers 
estimate  that  the  percentage  of  the  total 
male  athlete  population  engaging  In 
homosexual  acts  would  lie  somewhere 
between  26  and  54  per  cent 

The  number  of  men  involved  was  even 
higher  al  a  university  thai  was  rumored 
to  have  many  gay  men  on  its  teams 
There  the  study  indicated  that  64%  had 
masturbated  with  another  male,  60%  had 
been  foliated  by  another  male.  48%  had 
fellated  a  penis.  20%  had  inserted  anally 
into  another  male,  and  another  20%  had 
been  a  recipient  of  anal  insertion. 

The  researchers  hastened  to  add, 
however,  that  on  the  whole,  heterosexu- 
ality  was  much  more  prevalent  than  was 
homosexuality 

Gays  protest  Olympic 
crackdown  in  Canada 

The  New  South  Wales  branch  ol  the 
Campaign  Against  Moral  Persecution  has 
written  slrongly  worded  protests  lo  the 
Canadian  High  Commissioner  in 
Australia  and  to  the  Australian  Olympic 
Federation  asking  them  to  rebuke  the 
City  of  Montreal  and  the  Quebec  govern- 
ment for  the  intensified  oppression  of 
gays  during  the  Olympics. 

We  have  been  appalled  at  the 
savagery  of  the  Montreal  police  force 
and  the  crackdown  on  gays."  said  Terry 
GoukJon  of  CAMP  "Whether  or  not  any- 
thing further  comes  o(  this,  al  least  it  will 
serve  warning  on  the  Canadian  authori- 
ties thai  tales  ol  their  misdeeds  are 
being  spread  worldwide ." 


feeling  that  the  time  may  have  arrived. ' 
The  US  Supreme  Court's  recent  ruling 
upholding  the  nghts  ot  an  individual 
States  to  make  laws  regulating  private 
sexual  conduct  played  a  large  part  in 
Judge  Gesell's  decision  as  well  as  in  the 
reactions  ol  both  Matlovich  and       ver 
David  Addlestone   In  his  decision       sell 
stated  "It  Is  now  clear  from  recent  cases 
that  there  Is  no  consti tutorial  right  to 
engage  in  homosexual  actions ." 

Matlovich  and  his  lawyers  have  not  yet 
reached  a  decision  on  whether  to  appeal 
the  case  or  not.  Said  Matlovich.  "I  am 
afraid  that  if  we  go  further  in  this  case 
the  courts,  having  ruled  we  have  no  right 
to  privacy,  will  rule  thai  we  have  no  right 
to  work  either.  This  could  make  things 
even  more  openry  oppressive  " 

by  Neil  Millar 
from  Gay  Community  NewsG 


NEW! 


Toronto 


"Many  Faces, 
One  Focus" 

4th  Annual  Conference 
planned  tor  Toronto 
-What  we  need  is  a  national  coherence. 
A  conference  that  gay  people  from  all 
across  Canada  can  attend.  At  which  all 
groups  can  be  represented  and  where 
we  can  work  out  goals  and  directions  tot 
Ihe  entire  movement ." 

That  was  the  feeling  of  the  people  who 
gathered  m  Ottawa  lour  years  ago  on  the 
May  19th  weekend  The  conference  had 
been  called  tor  representatives  ot  Ontano 
groups  bul  others,  eager  to  share  experi- 
ences and  meet  new  people  came  too. 
They  came  from  Vancouver,  Quebec, 
Montreal  and  Halrfax  and  their  presence 
sparked  the  idea  ot  a  national 
conference  that  would  help  to  bind  Ihe 
Canadian  movement  together 

It  was  a  good  idea.  Three 
conferences,  each  larger  and  mote 
productive  than  Ihe  one  before,  have 
proveo  it  so:  Quebec  City,  Winnipeg, 
Ottawa 

Quebec 

Quebec  City  provided  a  rich,  historic 
setting  lor  lhal  first  historic  conference. 
Eighty  delegates  from  12  cities  met 
there  They  were  ordinary  people  (ram 
every  sector  of  society  For  Ihe  most  part 
Ihey  were  unlamiliar  with  conterences. 
They  lound  themselves  swamped  by  the 
realities  ot  the  Canadian  bi-cultural 
existence,  and  by  the  exigencies  ol  the 
conference  format   Too  many  dull 
reports,  loo  many  procedural  debates. 
But  there  were  good  debates  loo,  and 
valid  dissension. 

It  was  a  vital  as  well  as  an  historic 
event.  Basic  issues  were  raised  and 
discussed.  For  many  there  was  Ihe  first 
inkling  ol  a  broader  relevance    "We  were 
challenged,"  said  one  delegate,  "we 
were  really  forced  to  look  at  what  we.  as 
isolated  groups  and  individuals  had  been 
doing  and  compare  it  with  whal  other 
groups  had  been  doing  and  thinking  " 

No  program  came  out  ot  the 
conference,  but,  perhaps  more 
importantly,  lesbians  and  gay  men  from 
across  Ihe  country  mei  each  other  and. 
as  individuals,  established  bonds  with 
each  other,  creating  a  network  of 
communication  and  trust. 

The  idea  had  been  to  bind  the 
movement  together.  Here  were  Ihe  first 


Winnipeg 


The  second  conference  was  set  lor 
Winnipeg,  August  30  to  September  1, 
1974  Seventy-tour  official  delegates 
from  24  groups  set  about  discussing 
Important  issues  and  making  some 
decisions  about  where  we  were  going. 

The  first  hurdle  was  the  non-gay  issue 
of  French  and  English  Canada.  Bob 
Wallace,  one  ol  the  organizers  ot  the 
conference  explained,    it  is  an  insult  to 

The  first  hurdle  was  the  non-gay  issue 
of  French  and  English  Canada.  Bob 
Wallace,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
conterence  explained,  "it  is  an  insult  to 
many  Quebecois  10  speak  of  a  national' 
movement   It  is  a  movement  dominated 
by  English-speaking  people   II  Quebec 
gays  are  to  organize  and  co-operate  with 
gay  groups  in  the  rest  of  Canada,  then 
they  must  have  some  assurance  that  the 
essential  differences  in  the  condition  of 
quebecois  gays  will  be  recognized  and 
respected  by  the  'majority'". 

The  conference  agreed  that  future 
'national'  projects  should  take  into 
account  the  two  nations  of  this  country 

The  essential  autonomy  ol  lesbians 
within  ihe  gay  movemeni  was  recognized 
■s  well  A  resolution  was  passed  urging 
t\e  elimination  ot  sexism  from  gay 
groups  and  taking  the  stand  that  "men 
do  not  have  a  place  in  determining  the 
overall  pnorrDes  of  women  " 

Because  ol  the  sexism  ot  society  m 
general,  it  was  left  that  rt  is  always 
necessary  to  talk  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men    Gay  people'  conjures  up  only  male 
homosexuals  m  the  minds  ol  people  II  is 
6/ Body  Politic 


HVe  aemarm  protection  of  WJrwo««^51Iv«irPr 
.JSivtf  John  Demlen  back  his  lob. 

Put  sexual  orientation  In  all  human  rights  codes. 

Justice  for  women  and  gays  In  the  fniWr         ' 

Labour  Code. 
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important  for  the  gay  movemeni  to 
counter  this  imposed  invisibility  which 
lesbians  experience 

The  conference  ended  wilh  the 
excitement  ol  another  first:  the  lirsl  gay 
rights  march  ever  lo  take  place  on  the 
Prairies.  II  wasn't  a  large  march  but  it 
made  a  few  waves  Thousands  of 
Winnipegers  lined  the  route.  There  was 
some  hostility  -  a  few  eggs  thrown  -  but 
it  only  made  the  marchers  more 
determined.  Press  and  TV  coverage  was 
lair  and  extensive. 

People  went  home  with  a  good  teeling. 
Real  progress  had  been  made.  The  con- 
ference had  decided  that  the  pnority  for 
the  movement  should  be  the  public 
struggle  for  civil  rights.  Here  was  a 
locus. 

Ottawa 

The  third  conference  was  hosted  by 
Gays  ol/d'  Ottawa.  It  was  a  rowdy, 
vibrant  atlatr,  part- conference,  pan 
festival.  It  occurred  lasl  year  over  the 
Canada  Day  weekend.  There  were  150 
official  delegates,  and,  lor  the  first  time, 
a  substantial  number  of  non -de legates 
Between  two  and  (our  hundred  people 
attended  the  conference  and  its  related 
cultural  aclivtties. 

The  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
hammered  out  a  platform  consisting  ot 
10  demands,  ft  was  an  arduous  task, 
and  an  important  step  forward  The 
movement  had  finally  set  very  precise 
goals  that  all  ol  the  member 
organizations  understood  and  agreed 
with.  The  first  priority  was  to  be  the 


changing  ot  the  Immigration  Act  to  allow 
gay  people  to  enter  the  country.  The  Act 
was  under  review  in  parliament  so  there 
was  promise  ol  an  early  victory 

The  planned  and  coincidental  activi- 
lies  surrounding  the  conference  included 
two  tremendously  successful  dances, 
afternoon  street  theatre  in  downtown 
Ottawa,  a  gallery  showing  of  work  by  gay 
artist  Evergon  ,  outings  in  the  Galmeau 
Hills,  and  the  largest  gay  demonstration 
ever  to  be  held  in  Canada.  Almost  200 
lesbians  and  gay  men  marched  to 
Pariiament  Hill  where  they  announced 
the  demands  settled  on  by  the  NGRC. 
The  march  received  the  best  media 
coverage  ever.  too.  The  CBC  National 
News  coverage  was  substantial,  and 
substantially  accurate. 

Many  ol  the  marchers  watched  the 
coverage  on  a  TV  set  up  at  a  dance  held 
lhal  evening    As  the  news  began,  the 
music  was  turned  off  and  there  was  a 
cheer  when  the  marchers  appeared  on 
the  screen.  As  the  segment  ended,  some 
ol  the  viewers  picked  up  the  televised 
chants  and  within  seconds,  caught  up 
the  militant  spin!  of  ihe  march,  the  three 
or  four  hundred  gays  present  were 
shouting  Gay  Rights  Now!'  in  unison. 
The  hall  rocked  with  the  chant  for  many 
minutes  belore  it  gave  way  to  an 
exuberant  circle  dance." 

Alter  last  year's  success,  organizers 
can  probably  expect  a  record  turnout  for 
this  year's  conference.  The  Fourth 
Annual  Gay  Conterence  will  be  held  in 
Toronto  over  the  Labour  Oay  weekend  in 
September. 


Conference  highlights 

Toronto   Saturday.  September  4  id  Monday.  September  6 

.larva  Conegiate.  495  Jams  Streel 

Panels  on:  Police  Repression,  Women  s  Lbarauon  and  Gey  Liberation  an 

Pubic  Struggles  lor  Crvrl  flights 

Wonisnops  on   Lesbian  Autonomy  (women  only).  Cn>»  Custody. 

Counselling  and  ConvnuniTy  Services  Gay  Youth  and  <ne  Age  0'  Consent  Is 

Wages  to  House-onx.  Getting  CXn  the  News.  Gays  and  PoM-cai  Parties 

Gays  and  Religious  Organizations  Gays  and  Labor  Laws.  Gay  Organizations  m  Smaller 


nnual  Meetings  ot  the  National  Gay  Righti  Coeaoon 
w,   Mien  Gardens  to  Hainan  Phelps  Square.  Saturday  3  00  PU 
Dense  Hon;  Trinity  Crimen  Saturday  SCO  PW 


Other  Cultural  Eveno  Poetry  Heednga.  A/i  EiftcRs   Ferns 

For  more  IntomkHJon  contact  GATE  Toronto.  103  Ca.rn.on  Street.  Toronto  MSA  3K7 

.Phone  W61     964MH46  or  H3P20. 


The  theme  ol  the  conlerence  is  "Marry 
Faces.  One  Focus     It  rellects  the 
decision  by  Ihe  organizing  committee  to 

•  the  diversity  and  strength  ol  the 
gay  community. 

"The  conferences  have  always  been 
open  to  everyone,''  said  Tom  Warner. 
president  ol  GATE,  the  hosl  organization, 
"but  they  have  not  always  been 
organized  to  accomodate  and  interest 
non-delegates.  We'd  like  to  fosier  the 
feeling  that  anyone  can  attend  This 
should  be  as  much  a  celebration  ot 
gayness  and  ot  Ihe  gay  community  as  a 
decision- making  conlerence ."  By 
stressing  the  diversity  of  the  gay 
community,  by  urging  as  many 
organizations  as  possible  -  85  this  year 
-  lo  participate,  and  by  advertising  the 
conference  much  more  than  previous 
ones,  the  organizing  committee  hopes  to 
attract  a  great  many  more  people  than 
ever  before. 

Registration  will  begin  Friday  evening 
a!  the  GATE  office,  193  Carlton  Street. 
The  workshops  and  panels  will  be  held 
at  Jarvis  Collegiate,  495  Jarvis  Streel. 
For  times  and  location  of  all  events,  see 
Ihe  accompanying  calendar. 

by  Merv  Walker  □ 

As  Damien  gets  to  court, 
money  runs  out 

John  Damien  s  suii  against  two  Ontario 
government  officials  has  finally  reached 
the  courts   Bu!  Damien  attorney  Harry 
Kopyto  says  the  suit  is  now  being 
threatened  by  a  lack  ol  funds. 

Damien  is  a  former  steward  ol  the 
Ontario  Racing  Commission  who  was 
dismissed  Irom  lhal  position  tn  February 
1975  because  he  is  a  homosexual.  He  is 
suing  Ontano  Racing  Commission 
Director  W  R.  McDonnell  and  Consumer 
and  Commercial  Relations  ministry 
personnel  director  P.  C.  Williams  lor 
wrongful  dismissal. 

The  first  stage  of  the  courtroom  battle. 
Ihe  hearings  ol  discovery,  began  the  first 
week  in  August  when  the  McDonnell  and 
Williams  lawyers  questioned  Damien  for 
three  days  to  obtain  material  for  their 
defence.  Later  in  the  month,  Damien's 
attorney  will  have  a  similar  opportunity  to 
nine  the  defendants. 
July  Damien  attorney  Harry  Kopyto 
announced  that  a  parallel  suil  againsl  Ihe 
Ontano  Human  Rights  Commission  was 
being  dropped.  Damien  was  suing  the 
OHRC  to  force  a  reversal  ol  its  decision 
i hat  his  dismissal  did  not  violate  human 
rights  legislation. 

The  action  was  abandoned  because 
the  delendants  m  [he  other  Damien  suit 
had  sought  and  obtained  the  right  to 
cross-examine  Damien  in  the  course  of 
Ihe  suit  against  the  OHRC.  Kopyto  said 
this  would  have  unnecessarily  exposed 
Damien  to  irrelevant  and  wearing  cheap 
shots'  by  the  delendants'  lawyers 

Kopyto  also  cited  lack  of  funds  as  an 
important  reason  lor  dropping  the 
secondary  case  against  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Commission  He  said  thai 
money  is  urgently  needed  to  allow  the 
suil  against  the  men  who  fired  Damien  lo 
go  forward. 

The  gay  community  has  done  a  lotto 
encourage  John  Damien  in  his  fight  lo 
regain  His  job.  but  moral  support  is  not 
enough  Court  actions  are  extremely 
expensive.  Everyone  who  wants  lo  see 
the  Damien  case  fought  out  to  a 
successful  conclusion  should  mail 
donations  to  the  Committee  to  Defend 
John  Damien,  Box  117,  Station  V. 
Toronto,  Ontario  M6R  3A4. 

by  Ken  Popen  Q 


The  knot  sickens 

According  to  the  Ohio-based  nonprofit 
gay  paper  High  Gear,  a  US 
government  agency  has  found  a  cor- 
relation between  illness  and  marnacje 

A  study  released  by  the  National 
Center  for  Health  Statistics  is  said  to 
conclude  that,  while  the  married  are 
healthier  than  the  formerly  mamed, 
those  who  have  never  married  are  the 
healthiest  of  all. 

The  report  covers  persons  aged 
seventeen  and  older  and  includes 
information  on  both  mental  and 
physical  health 


NEW! 


Uancouuer 


Newspaper 
appeals  ruling 
favouring  gays 

Three  days  ol  hearings  on  The 
Vancouver  Sun's  appeal  against  a 
Bntish  Columbia  Human  Rights  Com- 
misson  ruling  in  favour  ot  gay  nghts 
ended  July  16  with  BC  Supreme  Court 
Justice  J. A.  Macdonald  withholding 
lodgement  pending  further  study  ol  the 
arguments  presented  in  the  case  No 
dale  was  sel  for  a  decision. 

In  a  historic  ruling  handed  down  lasi 
January  12  (see  The  Body  Politic  #23). 
a  Board  of  Inquiry  appointed  by  the 
Commission  found  Pacific  Press  Ltd.,  ihe 
corporation  which  publishes  The 
Vancouver  Sun,  guilty  of  violating  the 
BC  Human  Rights  Ad  because  it  had 
refused  1o  pnnt  a  small  promotional  ad 
for  Gay  Tide  in  The  Sun's  classified 
section  Gay  Tide  is  the  newspaper  of 
the  Vancouver  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality,  a  civil-nghts  group. 

The  Board  ordered  the  corporate 
monopoly,  which  also  publishes 
Vancouver's  other  daily.  The  Province, 
to  print  the  ad  in  The  Sun.  The  Board 
also  ordered  the  company  to  pay  GATE 
$500  in  damages 

The  Board  based  its  findings  on 
section  3  ol  the  Act,  which  says  in  part 
No  person  shall  deny  to  any  person  or 
class  ol  persons  any  accomodation, 
service  or  facility  customarily  available  to 
the  public     unless  reasonable  cause 
exists  for  such  denial..."  It  held  thai 
homosexuality  was  no)  reasonable 
cause  lor  withholding  amenities  usually 
offered  to  the  public 

Bui  the  Board's  forty-five  page  written 
decision  went  beyond  the  immediate 
issue  of  freedom  of  speech  through 
access  to  the  press  lor  gays  to  back  up 
many  of  the  contentions  of  the  gay 
movement  The  Board  found  that 
lesbians  and  homosexuals  are  much 
more  numerous  than  commonly 
supposed, -thai  they  are  neither  sick  nor 
mentally  ill,  that  Ihey  pose  no  threat  to 
society  and  that,  despite  this,  they  are 
harassed  and  persecuted 

Within  days  of  the  landmark  ruling, 
Pacific  Press  announced  rt  would  appeal 
and  on  January  19  The  Sun  once  again 
refused  to  accept  Ihe  ad 

In  arguments  before  Justice 
Macdonald,  Pacific  Press  lawyer  Jack 
Giles  avoided  the  cenlral  issue  of 
freedom  ol  speech  lor  gays   Instead 
Giles  leaned  heavily  on  the  meaning  ol 
Ihe  phrase  reasonable  cause'  and  the 
alleged  nght  ot  newspaper  owners  to 
withhold  information.    When  the 
publisher  ol  a  pnvately  owned  news- 
paper has  rational  grounds  for  believing 
that  a  particular  matter  is  offensive  ot 
unacceptable  or  contrary  to  the  interests 
of  the  public  at  large  or  some  portion  of 
it,"  he  argued,  "then  he  has  reasonable 
cause'  within  the  meaning  of  those 
words  lor  refusing  to  publish  an 
ao\,srtisemenl  with  respect  to  thai 
matter" 

But  Human  Rights  Commission  attorney 
Marvin  Stotrow  told  Justice  Macdonald 
the  Board  ol  Inquiry  had  examined  the 
contents  of  The  Sun,  including  several 
large  display  ads  for  pornographic 
movies.  On  that  basis  according  to 
Storrow,  ihe  Board  had  concluded  thai 
The  Sun's  professed  concern  for  public 
morals  was  hypocnsy'  He  added  that  it 
was  the  Board's  opinion  that  prejudice 
agamst  gay  people  was  the  real  reason 
for  The  Sun's  refusal  to  print  Ihe  ad. 
Attempung  to  discredit  GATE  in  the 
eyes  of  the  court,  Giles  claimed  that  the 
organeation  had  illegal  objectives 
Specifically,  he  contended  that  GATE'S 
advocacy  ot  sexual  freedom  lor  young 
people  constituted  counselling  to  commit 
an  illegal  act  because  sex  is  illegal  lor 
gays  under  21.  Counselling  to  commrl  an 
illegal  act  is  an  indictable  offence  under 
the  Criminal  Code 

GATE  attorney  David  Mossop  dis- 
missed Giles'  daim  Mossop  said  GATE 
simply  supports  freedom  ol  choice  lor 
everyone  in  sexual  matters  and  is 
opposed  to  coercion  He  added  he  had 
found  nothing  n  Gay  Tide  which  « 


illegal  or  urges  commission  of  an  illegal 
act. 

The  Sun  lawyer  suggested  thai  gay 
people  do  not  deserve  protection  under 
human  nghts  laws  because 
"homosexuals  are  very  low  on  the  scale 

01  acceptance ."  Retorted  Commission 
attorney  Storrow     Thai's  ihe  purpose  of 
the  human  nghts  code  -  to  protect 
people  that  aren't  popular  in  the  eyes  of 
the  public  " 

by  Ken  PopertD 

Postal  workers 
endorse  protection 
clause  for  gays 

The  Vancouver  local  ol  the  Canadian 
Union  of  Postal  Workers  has  passed  an 
amendment  to  their  by-laws  which  will 
protect  gay  people  from  discrimination  on 
the  job 

On  March  17  of  this  year,  a  special 
meeting  called  to  debate  by-laws 
unanimously  passed  a  resolution  adding 
ihe  phrase  sexual  preference,  orien- 
tation or  lifestyle'1  to  the  list  of  categor- 
ies under  which  discnmination  is  pro- 
hibited. 

David  Carrell.  a  26  year-old  part-time 
postal  worker  and  former  union  steward, 
presented  the  motion  He  had  been 
openly  gay  on  the  job  since  he  was  hired 

2  years  ago,  and  had  managed  to  gather 
support  for  his  motion  among  both  gay 
and  straighl  employees. 

He  said  that  he  had  had  to  endure 
some  gay-baiting  dunng  the  time  that  he 
has  been  on  the  |ob,  but  that  had  come 
from  a  minority  of  more  conservative 
workers.  However,  a  lot  of  people 
prrvalety  expressed  their  support  lor  what 
he  was  doing,  and  no  one  spoke  against 
the  motion  when  it  was  put  in  the  floor 

"It's  something  we  all  ought  to  be 
doing",  said  Carrell  "I  intend  to  raise  the 
issue  at  other  levels  ",  he  continued,   and 
if  I'm  a  delegate  to  Ihe  national  conven- 
tion, I'm  going  to  try  to  get  the  same 
protection  into  the  national  constitution 

He  noted  thai  a  similar  resolution  had 
been  placed  before  Ihe  same  local  four 
years  ago  and  had  been  defeated.  He 
recalled  that  at  that  time  people  m  the 
union  had  been  opposed  to  even  discus- 
sing Ihe  issue  He  credits  the  public 
stance  of  the  gay  Itberaiion  movement 
with  changing  the  atmosphere  in  the 
union  He  also  noted  that  ihe  motion  had 
gathered  support  from  a  number  of  union 
activists  with  a  high  level  of  political 
understanding. 

There  are  1400  workers  in  Ihe 
Vancouver  local. 

by  Gerald  HannonD 


Historian  helps  to 
reclaim  our  gay  past 

As  for  me,  being  gay  has  its  disadvan- 
tages. Bui  I  don't  think  I  would  like  to 

ge   I  guess  I'm  just  on  my  own 
personal  little  warpath  -  not  against 
whites  bul  against  heterosexuals  who 
think  everyone  should  be  like  them.  I'm 
not  afways  happy,  but  I'm  always  me. 
And  they  can  like  it  or  lump  it.  Life's  too 
short  lo  spend  your  time  being  some- 
thing you  don't  want  to  be.  I'm  true  to 
myself  and  my  own  nature.  I  think  that's 
"'I  anyone  has  a  right  to  ask  ol  me." 

Those  words  were  spoken  by  a  Nabve 
American  in  1964.  Advanced,  yes, 
fascinating,  indeed   They  come  from  the 
upcoming  book,  Gay  American  History, 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  in  the  USA,  lo 
be  published  by  TY.  Crowell  in  Novem- 
ber 1976.  The  book  is  by  American  gay 
liberalionist.  playwright  and  historian, 
Jonathan  Katz.  He  spoke  recently  at  a 
supper  and  forum  organized  by  the  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  Seventy  peoplt 
attended  Ihe  function  al  the  Don  Vale 
Community  Centre  The  forum  was  part 
of  a  senes  entitled  Our  Own  Voices,  in 
which  gay  people  will  be  speaking  to 
some  of  the  issues  ol  gay  life  and  liber- 
ation. 

Katz  presented  material  discovered  in 
his  research  ol  the  pas!  several  years.  It 
is  being  compiled  into  a  documentary 
history  of  gay  people,  their  lives,  their 
oppression  and  their  resistance  spanning 


Apartment  Cleaning 

weekly,  bi-weekly  or  monthly 

call  Duke  Housekeeping  Services 

(416)  961-9467 


Mouth  Of  The  Dragon 

The  Poelry  Journal  of  Male  Love 
Subscriptions/  $6  00  lor  four  issues 
Bo*  to?    Coopei  Siaiion   New  ror*    rrr   ICOOS 


$300 


Per  week  possible,  talking  to  people  on  the  tele- 

Phone  for  the  blind.  A  registered  Canadian  charity. 
ree  coffee  -  pleasant  office,  high  commissions. 
Gay  management.  Phone  Mr.  Duff  in  Toronto  (416) 
928-0304. 
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DANCE! 

Beginners  Courses 
from  September  13 

also 

Stretch  and  Strength 

Classes  for 

Dancers    Models 

Athletes    Actors 

or  anyone  interested 

in  getting  it  all  together 

THE  SCHOOL 

Toronto  Dance  Theatre 

423-0562 
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The  Pink  Triangle  is  a  symbol 
of  the  international  gay  move- 
ment. 

During  the  Third  Reich, 
homosexuals  wore  it  to  their 
deaths  in  the  concentration 
camps. 

We  wear  the  Pink  Triangle 
so  that  no  one  will  'orget  what 
happened. 

It  is  also  a  symbol  of  our 
struggle  for  full  human  and 
civil  rights. 

We  wear  the  Pink  Triangle 
so  that  no  one  can  ignore  our 
struggle. 

Just  $1.25  each,  includes 
postage.  Pink  enamel  on  a 
solid  copper  base,  sides  3 
cm  Mounted  on  a  9  cm  by  5 
cm  card  which  explains  its 
historical  significance.  Please 
send  cash  or  money  order  - 
no  cheques  please  Allow  2 
weeks  for  delivery 

Send  order  &  payment  to: 
Pink  Triangle  Press.  Box  639, 
Station  A,  Toronto  M5W  1E4. 


NEWI 


An  empty  slogan? 


Not  for  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition,  an  organization  work- 
ing toward  removal  of  all  laws 
that  discriminate  against  us. 
And  for  legislation  guaranteeing 
our  civil  rights.  Find  out  more 
by  writing  for  our  10-point 
programme  for  change  and  a 
copy  of  the  NGRC  Forum. 
a  news-and -views  letter.  They're 
free,  but  any  donation  would 
be  appreciated. 

Help  make  Gay  Rights  Now. 
a  reality. 

C\\  ]i|4.  Sim    I).  Ollawa  KIP  SWu 

O      National 
Coalition 


LET'S  PLAY 


With  an  Accu-jac.  Or  a  Jac 
Pac.  By  yourself  or  with  a 
friend. 

Accu-Jac  is  the  world's  finest 
and  most  sophisticated  mastur- 
bation machine.  Combining 
gentle  suction  with  vigorous 
massage,  Accu-Jac  brings 
results  every  time 

All  Accu-Jac  models  can 
handle  two  at  once  —  some 
can  handle  six  The  handy 
controls  let  you  select  the 
intensity  of  the  experience  — 
from  a  slow  crawl  to  a  hungry 
persistent  gobbling.  Prices 
range  from  $215  to  $925  with 
a  full  warranty  included  on 
every  machine. 

For  more  information,  send 
for  our  24  page  brochure  with 
colour  tor  only  $3.  That  way, 
you  can  get  the  whole  story 
about  this  fantastic  and 
intriguing  product 


Then,  while  you're  laid  back 
reading  the  catalogue,  try  the 
Jac  Pac.  It  is  far  and  away  the 
finest  low-cost  masturbatory 
product  anywhere. 

The  Jac  Pac  is  an  inflatable 
cube  that  lets  you  control  the 
rhythm  and  the  tension.  How 
you  like  it  when  you  like  it.  And 
only  $9.50  delivered. 

For  a  short  time  though,  we 
at  Good  Clean  Fun  are  offering 
both  the  catalogue  and  the  Jac 
Pac  for  only  $1 1 .  Sort  of  a  way 
to  get  introduced  to  the  new 
Canadian  company  with  only 
one  thing  in  its  mind  —  play. 

For  either  the  catalogue  or 
the  Jac  Pac,  or  both  send  us 
a  money  order  or  certified 
cheque,  and  we  promise  you 
immediate  service  Send  today 
to  Good  Clean  Fun,  Box  1466. 
Place  Bonaventure,  Montreal. 
Quebec 


It's  all  good  clean  fun. 


Ihe  past  lour  centimes  in  the  United 
States. 

Katz  began  his  presentation  with  a 
document  (torn  trie  Canadian  Gay 
Archives  He  pointed  out  lo  his  audience. 

doing  my  research  I  have  come 

oss  some  Canadian  material,  and  that 
is  largely  from  American  sources.  There 
is  surety  a  history  thai  Canadian  lesbians 
and  gay  men  can  reclaim;  i  would  hope 
that  my  book  will  stimulate  others  both 
here  and  at  home  to  seek  ou!  and  dis- 
cover the  past  that  we  tor  so  long 
thought  was  lost  lo  us." 

In  a  letter  to  Emma  Goldman,  the 
anarchist  leader  ot  the  early  twentieth 
century.  Almeda  Sperry  wrote  in  1912: 

"  ..it  is  the  wild  pan  ot  me  that  would 
be  unabashed  in  showing  its  love  lor  you 
in  (rant  ot  a  multitude  or  in  a  crowded 
room.  My  eyes  would  sparkle  with  love  - 
they  would  follow  you  about  and  love  to 
gaze  upon  you  always  and  every  part  ol 
my  body  would  be  replete  with  satis- 
faction in  its  expression  ot  love  God! 
God'  God!  God!" 

Examples  such  as  these  will  help  to 
remind  us  that  our  history  did  not  start 
with  Stonewall  in  1969,  but  that  women 
have  been  loving  women,  and  men  have 
loved  men.  as  long  as  this  continent  has 
been  inhabited 

by  David  Gibson Q 


Conference  explores 
lesbian  autonomy 

Eighty  Canadian,  Amencan,  and  English 
women  -  black,  white,  lesbian  and 
straight  -  gathered  July  24  in  Toronto  tor 
a  conference  on  lesbians  and  Ihe  Wages 
lor  Housework  Campaign  sponsored  by 
Toronto  Wages  Due  Lesbians  They 
were  seeking  concrete  direction  on  how 
to  build  their  power  as  lesbians 

The  first  session,  on  autonomy,  began 
with  an  international  panel  which 
included  Ruth  Hall  ol  Wages  Due 
Lesbians,  England,  Wilmette  Brown  ol 
Satire  and  Black  Women  for  Wages  tot 
Housework  ol  New  York,  and  Francie 
Wyland  ot  Toronto  Wages  Due  Lesbians 
The  three  women  elaborated  on  the  light 
lor  the  independence  lesbians  need  in 
their  daily  lives  and  the  implications  ol 
that  fight  in  their  organizing  with  other 
women 

Hall  explored  the  power  over  lesbians 
which  is  conferred  on  straight  women  by 
their  legitimacy  and  their  access  to  a 
mans  (higher)  wage  This  power  will 
continue  to  divide  women,  she  said,  as 
long  as  accusations  of  lesbianism  are 
used  to  keep  all  women  in  line. 

Brown  described  the  three  levels  ot 
autonomy  needed  by  black  women.  Fust, 
autonomy  is  needed  from  black  men 
because    we  could  nol  and  cannot  now 
count  on  them  to  delend  or  articulate  our 
interests  as  women  "  Second,  autonomy 
is  needed  Irom  white  women  because, 
although  all  women  do  Ihe  same  work, 
black  women  have  less  access  to  edu- 
cation, training  and  decent-paying  jobs 
Also,  because  black  men  are  often 
unemployed,  black  women  are  forced 
outside  the  home  to  accept  the  lowest- 


paying  (obs  or  into  prosntulion  io  gain 

xx*ss  to  a  white  man  s  wage. 

Third,  autonomy  is  needed  from  black 
straight  women  Because  ol  sociely  s 
definition  ol  black  women  as  breeders, 
whores,  and  the  most  sexual  o'  women, 
a  black  lesbian  is  a  super-freak 

Wyland  described  the  lesbian  move- 
ment as  millions  of  mostly  closeted 
women  lighting  lor  the  possibility  ol 
sleeping  with  the  people  closest  to  them, 
other  women,  fighting  against  sexual 
servitude  to  men  and  against  the 
penalties  lor  refusing  that  sexual  work. 
She  explained  that  Ihe  economic  crisis  - 
cutbacks,  wage-lreezes.  price  hikes  -  is 
an  attack  on  the  independence  Irom  men 
that  women,  including  lesbians,  nave 
fought  for.  She  stressed  that  the  crisis 
made  the  building  ot  the  power  of 
lesbians  an  urgent  task 

The  three  presentations  clan  tied  the 
significance  ol  lesbian  autonomy  Women 
who  previously  have  had  no  common 
ground  can  end  their  isolation  and  join 
forces  on  the  basis  of  their  common 
need  for  the  time,  money  and  choices 
they  have  so  far  been  denied.  The 
Wages  for  Housework  Campaign  can 
unite  lesbians*  with  other  women  without 
ignoring  differences,  because  black  and 
lesbian  women  have  their  own 
autonomous  organizations  within  the 
Campaign  to  put  forward  their  specific 
needs. 

In  the  final  general  meeting.  Wages 
Due  Lesbians  detailed  their  work  in 
organizing  in  the  Family  Allowance 
Protest  and  the  Wages  lor  Housework 
Campaign   Brown  and  Wyland  said  it 
was  fallacious  to  separate  the  fight  for 
wages  lor  housework  Irom  other 
struggles   In  the  Wages  lor  Housework 
Campaign,  they  said,  it  is  possible  to 
point  oul  in  every  struggle  what  is  al 
stake  lot  women,  black  women,  and 
lesbians. 

Wyland  noted  that  because  women 
raise  children,  Ihe  Ihreat  ol  losing  them 
is  a  powerful  weapon  which  the  state 
uses  to  keep  women  in  line  Any  woman 
who  fights  against     dependence  on  men 
is  regarded  as  until'.  Lesbians  lace  very 
bleak  prospects  in  a  custody  battle  She 
emphasized  thai  most  cases  never  go  lo 
court.  'We  have  to  give  up  the  kids.'  she 
said,    because  only  men  have  the  money 
to  support  Ihem  and  they  are  winning 
custody  more  often  " 

Wyland  is  writing  a  pamphlet  on  child 
custody  and  spoke  on  this  subject  as  a 
member  ol  Wages  Due  Lesbians  on 
Global  Television  news  shortly  after  the 
conlerence. 
At  a  short  summation  session,  a 

resolution  was  unanimously  adopted 
which  stated  that  all  women  were  entitled 
to  wages  for  the  housework  they  do  and 
that  lesbians  are  kept  in  the  closet  by  the 
lack  ot  this  wage  A  second  resolution, 
also  passed  unanimously,  stated     No 
lesbian  or  any  other  woman  should  lace 

the  blackmail  of  losing  custody  ot  her 
children  in  court  through  social  pressure 
or  through  poverty  We  demand  from  the 
government  the  money  we  need  to  keep 

our  children  without  being  forced  to 

depend  on  a  man." 

by  Heather  Stirling  l_. 
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Yeah,  I'm  a  dyke, 
so  what  about  it?' 

Chris  Bearchell,  Toronto  Lesbian  activist 


by  David  Gibson 


I  mel  Chns  Bearchell  after  work  in  her 
downtown  Toronto  apartment  The  day  at 
Girl  Guides  Headquarters,  where  she 
has  worked  (or  a  year  and  a  hair,  had 
been  a  busy  one.  We  relaxed  over  a  cup 


lo  Montreal  to  march  against  police 
repression  with  the  Gay  Coalition  Against 
Repression.  She  and  Konnie  are  making 
plans  lor  their  mp  lo  Europe  at  the  end 
ot  the  summer.  Chns  loves  to  travel,  and 


Konnie  Reich  and  Chris  Bearchell 


o*  tea.  listened  to  a  new  album  by  Joan 
Baez,  a  lavounte  singer  ot  Chris'  She 
sank  into  a  plump,  receptive  bean-bag 
chair,  settled  rn  lis  a  homey  apartment, 
good  used  lumiture,  comfy,  bright  with 
some  unique  and  attractive  wall 
hangings   I  asked  about  them. 

"They're  our  work  We  both  enjoy  a 
variety  ot  crafts  -  I  paint,  do  bead  and 
felt  work,  and  Konnie  er>|oys  macrame. 

The  tackbeard  on  the  wall  above  the 
desk  was  cluttered  with  cards,  notes, 
reminders  about  meetings,  pictures  ot 
the  two  of  them  together  Konnie  has 
been  interested  in  film-making  for  a  Jong 
iime.  and  hopes  to  bnng  back  her  equip- 
menl  and  films  from  Germany  this  fail. 
She  nas  lots  of  footage  ol  the  demons- 
trations that  she  look  pan  in  as  an 
activist  in  Berlin  With  all  the  plants, 
books,  records  and  furniture,  Chris  isn't 
sure  where  alt  the  film  will  go  when  .1 
arrives  In  September 

Ask  somebody  the  first  thing  that 
comes  into  their  minds  when  you  say 
Girt  Guides.  Cookies,  right?  Or  maybe 
sweel  little  giris  in  berets  and  pigtails 
But  I  bet  it  wasn't  "lesbians'' 

A  friend  of  Chris'  also  works  at  the 
Guides,  and  they're  both  out  as  lesbians 
to  their  fellow  workers  and  the  adminis- 
tration. Crver  lunch  in  the  cafetena.  Chns 
and  her  fnend  often  talk  about  their  daily 
lives  The  straight  women  have  come  to 
realize  that  Chris  is  a  lesbian  24  hours  a 
day,  not  just  after  work  and  on 
weekends.  And  they're  beginning  to 
understand  what  it  means  lo  be  a 
tesbtan,  and  to  relied  on  their  own 
situations  as  women  in  a  sexist  society. 

Chris  and  Konnie  Reich,  the  woman 
she  has  lived  with  lor  two  years,  are 
lovers  They've  worked  hard  to  devetop  a 
relationship  that  does  ncri  exclude  others 
from  each  of  their  Irves  Thai's  very 
muchChns  -  reacting  in  a  human  way  to 
an  instm/bon  (in  this  case  monogamy} 
that  doesn't  suit  her  consciousness  as  a 
lestxan  and  a  woman. 

Chns  and  another  lover  recently  went 


this  will  give  her  a  chance  to  see  Europe 
and  Berlin,  the  city  where  Konnie  grew 
up. 

Chris  is  currently  Chairperson  of  the 
Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien.  and 
a  member  of  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  Executive  Committee  and  that 
organization  s  lesbian  caucus  But  most 
people  associate  Chns  Bearchell  with  her 
position  on  the  Damien  Defence 
Committee  these  days 

That  group  has  existed  lor  a  year  and 
a  haJf  now.  Its  formation  was  the 
immediate  response  of  GATE  to  John's 
request  for  advice  and  help  after  his 
fmng  by  the  Ontano  Racing  Commission. 
It's  a  broadly  based  committee  with 
representatives  from  most  gay 
organizations  in  Toronto.  The  group's 
efforts  have  succeeded  in  making  John 
Damien's  cause  one  that  the  majority  ot 
Canadian  gays  know  about  and  support 

The  various  activities  that  have 
dominated  Chris'  political  life  tor  the  past 
eight  years  result  from  an  ongoing 
critique  of  society  as  she  observes  it  and 
as  she  experiences  it  as  a  lesbian  and 
as  a  woman.  First  as  a  member  of  the 
Young  Socialists  and  now  as  a  member 
of  the  League  for  Socialist  Action,  she 
has  had  a  socialist  perspective  from 
which  to  view  Canadian  society  and  to 
direct  ner  political  involvement. 

She  started  early,  in  Edmonton  at  age 
fifteen,  while  still  in  high  school.  Chris  left 
home  al  that  time  to  live  with  another 
high  school  woman.  Their  house  was  a 
kind  of  centre  for  those  wanting  to 
escape  the  oppressive  atmosphere  that 
teenagers  must  put  up  with  both  al  home 
and  at  school  This  group  ol  gay  and 
straight  mends  was  actively  involved  in 
the  anti- Vietnam  war  struggle  and  Chris 
was  chairperson  of  the  Student 
Committee  Against  the  War  in  Vietnam. 
That  kind  of  activity  gave  her  a 
reputation  at  school,  and  she  was  called 
upon  as  the  token  radical'  whenever 
school  authorities  solicited  student 
opinion. 


Uving  away  from  home  dunng  high 
school  meant  that  Chris  did  not 
experience  all  ol  the  oppressive  morality 
imposed  on  teenagers   In  fact  she  said    I 
sort  of  grew  up  with  lots  of  liberal  leel- 
ings  about  sexuality '   The  result  was  that 
she  was  able  to  express  her  sexuality  as 
a  lesbian  quite  early,  but  then  she 
viewed  it  as  a  component  of  a  bisexual 
nature  She  rationalized  her  attraction  to 
women  by  thinking  that  it  was  equally 
possible  to  relate  to  men  in  the  same 
way  The  process  of  learning  that  this 
wasn't  the  case  took  a  long  time,  and 
revealed  to  Chns  the  hypocnsy  ol  this 
liberal'  view  ol  seiuahty  She  wasn'l 
attracted  to  men,  and  that  was  that 

She  started  university  -  and  a  relation- 
ship with  another  woman  Those  years 
also  saw  her  develop  a  good  sell-image 
as  a  lesbian  and  begin  her  involvement 
in  the  feminist  movement  A  woman  she 
mel  during  her  two  years  of  anthropology 
studies  was  an  important  influence  "she 
was  the  first  person  who  told  me  where  I 
fit  into  the  sexuality  hierarchy'1 

An  urge  to  move  and  frustration  with 
life  at  university  look  Chns  back  and 
forth  across  the  country  before  she 
settled  in  Toronto  in  1974.  The  will  lo 
keep  moving  is  still  there:    I  have 
incredibly  itchy  feet,  but  Konnie  keeps 
me  m  one  place  " 

They  mel  in  Vancouver  Konnie  was 
thrust  on  Chns  who'd  been  asked  to 
show  her  the  city  She  saw  the  lesbian  in 
this  outgoing,  energetic  woman  Irom 
Germany,  and  she  brought  her  out  over 
the  next  week  that  Ihey  spent  together  It 
look  a  copy  of  Rita  Mae  Brown  s  Ruby- 
fruit  Jungle  and  a  lot  of  talking  to 
achieve  it   But  this  coming  out'  con- 
firmed a  lot  of  things  that  Konnie  had 
been  feeling  tor  a  long  time.  Some  time 
later  they  started  living  together  in 
Toronto,  as  they  have  for  the  past  two 

When  she  amved  in  Toronto,  Chris  did 
not  immediately  gravitate  to  GATE,  this 
city's  most  visible  gay  organization.  She 
first  became  involved  in  the  women's 
movement  through  organizing  the 
Ontario  Federation  of  Studenl  Women 
Conference  and  its  lesbian  workshop. 
She  also  took  part  in  the  intensive 
struggle  that  grew  up  around  the  defense 
of  Henry  Morgenlaler. 

Her  first  contact  with  the  gay  move- 
ment came  at  a  meeting  called  to 
organize  gay  reaction  to  the  Toronto  Star 
editonaJ  "Where  the  Star  Draws  the 
Line"  This  led  to  her  presence  at  the 
founding  conference  of  CGRO  and  to  an 
ongoing  commitment  to  GATE.  In 
February  1975,  Chris  was  chosen  chair- 
person of  the  Committee  to  Defend  John 
Damien. 


Chris  is  a  woman  in  a  male  dominated 
gay  movement.  To  many  that  is  an 
anomaly;  she  doesn't  think  so   I  asked 
her  to  elaborate     I  feel  that  whai  I  do  on 
John  Damien  s  behalf  would  be  much  the 
same  il  it  were  being  done  for  a  lesbian 
who  had  been  fired  under  similar  circum- 
stances  The  goal  of  protection  through 
an  amended  civil  nghts  code  is  one  that 
all  gays,  women  and  men,  can  tight  for  ' 

I  pointed  out  that  sexual  legislation  has 
usually  dealt  only  with  male  homosexu- 
ality Chns  agreed,  but    there  are  areas 
where  lesbians  can  gam  rights  or 
protection  Irom  the  courts  and  through 
legislation  There  are  numerous  lesbian 
child  custody  cases  before  the  couHs 
and  these  women  need  help  from  the 
organized  gay  community." 

A  recent  trial  in  Maine  decided  in  lavor 
ol  a  lesbian  mother  gaming  custody  of 
her  child  The  Maine  Gay  Task  Force 
played  a  role  in  the  case  And  Chris 
continues:   "I  feel  that  in  cases  like  these, 
gay  women  and  men  can  work  together 
to  tight  against  oppression   And  don't 
forge!  women  and  men  picketted  Jo- Jo's 
Together  we  made  them  change  their 
policy  about  admitting  women  in  leans." 

Lite  is  not  somehow  just  an  endless 
series  of  meetings  and  marches  -  there 
is  a  homehle  and  some  recreation  too. 
Konnie  and  Chris  divide  most  of  the 
housekeeping  duties  -  Chns  does  most 
of  the  cooking,  tor  example,  and  Konnie 
does  the  dishes.  One  thing  they  do 
engage  in  together  however  is  a  week- 
end game  ol  soccer.  Konnie  brought  her 
I  love  for  the  game  with  her  Irom  Germany 
and  it  rubbed  off  on  Chris  They  both  like 
to  be  outdoors  on  weekends  to  enjoy  a 
change  Irom  the  time  spent  at  their 
respective  workplaces  and  the  regular 
schedule  ol  meetings  that  come  up  in 
the  week.  They  often  gather  with  friends 
for  soccer  picnics  in  the  park. 


Chris  is  from  the  west  where  her 

weekends  and  holidays  were  spent 
camping  in  the  rnountains  She  misses  it. 
But  their  busy  lives  in  downtown  Toronto 
prevent  the  two  of  them  from  doing  much 
camping. 

I  enjoyed  talking  with  Chns  Bearchell. 
She's  friendly  and  approachable, 
flelabons  between  lesbians  and  gay  men 
are  often  not  so  easy  right  now,  and  I 
don't  know  many  lesbians.  Her  openness 
in  talking  with  me  comes  perhaps  from 
working  in  numerous  coalitions  with  gay 
men.  With  her  expenence  and  attitudes,  I 
think  she's  an  important  link  between  the 
women  and  men  ol  Toronto's  gay  com- 
munity. 

She's  worked  hard  to  develop  her 
consciousness  as  both  a  woman  and  a 
lesbian  She  has  a  standard  response  to 
the  creeps  lurking  in  the  bushes  who 
disapprove  of  lesbians  playing  soccer 
together  and  being  affectionate  in  public: 
"yeah  I'm  a  dyke,  so  what  about  it". 

I  say  that  I'm  glad  she's  a  dyke  and 
that  she's  around  these  days  lo  work  for 
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A  better  face  or  body... 

Remove  unwanted  hair  permanently  from 
cheeks,  brows,  hairline,  body,  etc.  in  private. 
Safe  certified  method  with  positive  results 
Facials  and  massage  too 
Telephone:  967-0095 
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Do  it  yourself  building  supplies 


Two  Locations  To  Serve  You  Better 


392  Queen  St  E 
311  Queen  St  E 

Hours 


Telephone 
364-6993 


am  -  6  pm         Free  delivery  over  $25 


HAUNTING  ■¥ 


Have  you  heard 

who's  getting  it  in  the  park 

these  days? 


A  man  ptv  GATE  office;   Were 

you  in  the  at  n  on  TV''"  Yes.  I 

was  He  soudobv.  '  ='eeled  tor  the 

hate  message  i.ur      =il ion  was  a 

Kiss-m  to  protest  ine  conviction  of  two 
men  for  kissing  in  public.    Do  you  think 
homosexuals  are  deviants?    By 
dictionary  definition,  yes.  we  are  but  I 
refuse  to  accept  any  negative  conno- 
tations. "What  do  you  say  to  someone 
who  says  homosexuals  are  grossly 
abnormal?'  Depends  on  who  il  is  whether 
it's  worth  saying  more  than   you  should 
be  so  lucky"  or  some  such,  or  |usl  laugh- 
ing    My  gym  teacher,  in  sex  education 
class  "  Teli  him  he  should  know 
something  about  us  belore  he  assumes 
the  right  to  talk  about  us  And  get  your 
sex  education  at  source,  not  from  the 
horse's  ass.  so  lo  speak  "What  do  you 
say  to  someone  who  says  all  homosexu- 
als are  sick  and  feminine''"  Who  said  It? 
"My  mother."  Are  you  gay?  "Yes  "  Mixed 
fear  and  defiance  in  his  voice  -  bless  the 
defiance,  it  may  be  the  only  Ihtng  keep- 
mg  him  afloat.  Not  everyone  has  it  Do 
you  think  you're  sick?  "No.  but       How 
old     Eighteen  '  Soft  still.  We  talked 
awhile  Do  you  know  anything,  have  you 
read  anything  about  being  gay  in  a  world 
run  by  straights,  the  majority  of  whom 
are  crippled,  have  you  talked  to  other 
gay  people  -  do  you  Irnow  another  gay 
person?  "No.    Then  consider  Ihis  you  re 
18.  you're  gay,  everyone  you  know  is 
slraighl  in  the  worst  way,  loo  stupid  or 
Inghiened  lo  let  you  be.  You  must 
choose  Ihem  or  you,  their  view  of  you 
and  your  people  or  your  own  view,  their 
design  tor  your  future  or  yours  How 
strong  are  you??  His  lasl  question    Are 
you  (GATE)  getting  anywhere'    Good. 
good  question  On  some  days     I'm  in- 
sufficiently political  to  answer  lhat  without 
meandering  a  bit   Besides,  I  'ike  lo  talk. 
(You  hadn't  noticed?) 

We've  been  targets  tor  centunes  In 
truth  I  don't  believe  we're  going  to  stop 
being  targets,  not  in  my  lifetime,  not  in 
any  society  I'm  aware  of.  But  there's  a 
huge  difference  between  a  large!  and  a 

"They're  only  getting  what  they  des- 
erve." You  can  atthbute  thai  hideous 
remark  anywhere  you  like,  it's  depres- 
sing^ common  Most  recently  i  heard  it 
in  a  gay  bar,  referring  to  the  two  men 
convicted  lor  kissing,  and  in  a  gay  liber- 
ation meeting,  referring  lo  people  -  "the 
worst  close!  queens"  -  beaten  up  m  local 
parks  by  teenage  gangs   It  also  refers  to 
people  tricked  into  gross  indecency 
charges  m  public  washrooms  and  taken 
off  the  streets  to  quiet  places  -  m 
Toronto  I'm  told  it's  a  beach  in  the  East 
End  -  to  be  bloodied  and  worked  over  by 
bored,  degenerate  or  frustrated  police- 
men. And  to  people  hud  or  killed  (don't 
fool  yourself,  It  happens)  in  bar  fights 
And  people  who  commit  the  unpardon- 
able sin  ol  being  loneiy,  and  desperate. 
And  so  on   People  who  are  -  shall  we 
say?  -  different-  Them. 

Together  we  make  a  tempting  large!, 
but  each  ot  us  alone  is  a  perfect  victim 
Take  your  pick.  The  man  on  the  phone  - 
terribly  vulnerable.  Each  of  the  people 
selected  for  entrapment,  harassment  or 
bullying  -  close  to  powerless  (If  you 
think  the  law  is  your  ally  or  protection, 
you're  more  of  an  ass  than  the  law  Is. 
Excuse  me,  dear  reader.  I  should  have 
said  you're  more  naive  than  I  am.  even.) 
Each  person  surrounded  in  the  park  by 
half-a-dozen  or  more  punks  with  clubs  - 
virtually  defenceless.  (How  many  black 
belts  do  you  know')  The  though!  ol  what 
migh!  be  lost  in  one  of  those  battered 
people  makes  my  stomach  crawl.  A 
particular  horror:  within  cruising  distance 
are  dozens  -  hundreds?  -  ot  able-bodied 
men.  ihey/we  could  make  mincemeat  ot 
those  kids,  we  could  send  them  home  in 
plain  brown  wrappers,  we  could  give 
heterosexuals  a  very  bad  name  in  punk 
circles.  But  when  someone  is  attacked, 
screams,  cries  lor  help,  the  park  is  sud- 
denly empty  and  silent,  there  Is  no  help. 
We  hide,  scatter,  mell  Into  the  black 


trees,  more  invisible  than  ever  -  not 
largets,  but  viciims.  No  psychological 
theories,  thanks,  I've  heard  them. 

That  demonstration.  Ihe  Kiss-in.  We 
passed  out  hundreds  ol  leaflets  announ- 
cing il  and  a  subsequent  picket  at  Ihe 
Court  House  Fifteen  to  twenty  people 
came  to  each,  in  a  city  ot  two-and- 
something  millions   Where  were  Ihe  rest 
of  us'?  We  saw  gay  people  in  the 
crowd,  watching  us     Them''  watching 
"us"?  I!  doesnt  make  sense  to  me, 
someone  please  explain  A  reader  wrote, 
referring  to  my  previous  column:  "II  is 
apparent  that  gay  liberation  work  is 
something  you  thrill  lo,  thai  gives  you 
satisfaction     Like  going  lo  ihe  dentist  it 
thrills  me  -  I  have  a  deadly  toothache 
lhat  will  kill  me  il  I  don't  go   Maybe  we 
have  different  pain  ihresholds  -  as  lor 
me,  dear  reader.  I  don't  want  lo  rot  in 
peace  By  the  way,  none  ot  us  at  ihe 
demonstration,  televised  on  two 
channels,  has  lo  my  knowledge  been 
assassinated,  arrested  (we  came  dose.  I 
gather,  but  il  s  a  lot  more  work  lo  arrest 
a  dozen  or  more  than  two  people),  tired, 
divorced,  disowned,  disenfranchised. 


evicted  or  defrocked.  We  were  laughed 
at,  and  one  woman  screamed  trom  a  car 
that  we  were  disgusting,  bui  essentially 
thai  was  her  problem,  not  ours,  and 
we've  all  lived  to  tell  about  it. 

Some  fool  said  to  a  woman  In  end  ot 
mine.  "I  have  nothing  against  them  (gay 
people),  truly.  I'm  glad  they  have  Iheir 
own  places  to  go "  No  confusion  here 
about  who  "they"  means.  Us.  Bui  who 
do  tve  mean  when  we  say  "they"?  As  in 
they  deserve  everything  (hey  get "  Us? 
Who's  on  the  other  side  of  the  pronoun? 
Who's  on  the  streets  at  night,  who's 
in  the  park,  in  the  demonstration?  You 
see  the  dilemma,  perhaps 

Back  to  the  question.  "Are  you  get- 
ting anywhere?"  If  you  saw  us  on  TV 
and  called  to  make  a  first  tentative  con- 
nection, we're  getting  somewhere,  yes. 
But  is  that  the  end  of  our  conversation? 
Can  we  make  a  link,  you  and  I?  Effort- 
lessly we  can  find  all  the  incidentals  in 
the  universe  to  separate  us.  Bui  every 
one  we  find  is  noted,  nurtured  and 
gloated  over  by  those  who  would  have 
us  victims  (or  the  rest  of  our  lives. 

Never  again  say  "they"  when  you  re 
talking/thinking  about  other  gay  people, 
say  "we  "  Try  it,  see  how  it  sounds,  how 
it  feels   It's  the  sound  that  brought 
Jericho  s  walls  tumbling  down. 

Then  come  and  be  a  target  with  us. 

by  Michael  RIordonD 


FEATURE! 


Back  in  1974  two  leading  gay  scholars 
argued  compellmgly  ihal  (or  leacheis 
"coming  out  is  nol  strictly  a  matter  of 
conscience,  il  is  an  academic  responsi- 
bility "" 

'  assent  to  this  And  yet  I  know  that 
perceived    responsibility    is  fflrever  en- 
tangled with  matters  ot   conscience."  So. 
some  thoughts  about  coming  out  in  the 
university  which  mm  simple  analysis  with 
my  own  experiences  The  Perpetual 
Thinking  Debutant,  one  might  call  it,  or 
Out  in  the  Classroom 


Out  Where? 


Like  all  tag  phrases,  "out  ol  the  closet 
reduoes  the'Blurs  of  life  to  a  naive 
polarity  A  teacher  -  like  any  of  us  -  lives 

various  circles  and  can  be  01 
but  not  in  others  Even  when  considering 
her  professional  lite  only  She  may  be 
out  to  van o us  colleagues  or  adminis- 
trators as  individuals  She  may  be  a 
member  ot  the  Gay  Academic  Union. 
She  may  do  research  in  Gay  Studies 
She  may  speak  up  as  an   open"  gay  to 
a  start  meeting  or  a  professional  group 
She  may  be  a  faculty  advisor  to  a 
campus  movement  organization  -  or 
even  a  member  None  of  these  are  to  be 
disdained   I  know  teachers  who've  selec- 

with  considerable  courage,  one  or 
several  of  these  as  ways  of  coming  out 
:"  their  profession. 

But  the  most  important  place  tor  a 
teacher's  coming-out  is  her  classroom  or 
lecture  halt.  Here  she  has  the  maximum 
impart  as  a  person   Here  she  has  the 
local  authonty  and  the  power  ol  example 
Here,  loo,  she  will  be  subjected  lo  the 
mosl  demanding  scrutiny  From  this 
centre  the  effects  ol  her  action  will 
spread  farthest 


Ambiguities 


Even  within  the  classroom,  being  out 
has  various  shadings  I've  been  out  in 
some  sense  lo  my  classes  lor  three 
years  now  In  some  classes  this  has 


been  oblique,  referring  casually  to 
heterosexual"  love,  passion,  acts,  etc., 
and  leaving  the  adjeciive  off  their  homo- 
sexual" equivalents.  "Wordsworth  s 
heterosexual  affair  with  Annette." 
"Wilde's  love  tor  Bosie ."  I  suspect  that 
English  teachers  especially  have  at  their 
command  more  than  seven  types  of 
ambiguity  in  this  matter  At  limes  I've 
been  more  direct,  as  when  talking  ot 
gender  reversal  or  non- specification  in 
the  gay  love  lyncs  ol  say.  Crane  or 
Auden     as  a  gay  person  I've  been 
especially  concerned  with  this  handling 
of  pronouns  and  us  effects  on  the  poems 
and  their  readers     Last  year  I  had  lo 
deal  fron tally  and  a!  length  wiih  homo- 
phobia among  my  students,  more  o I  this 
later 

Style  m  dress,  gesture,  humor  may  be 
tellingly  ambiguous,  uselul  lor  raising  the 
question  in  the  minds  o'  some  students, 
perhaps,  but  unreliable  as  more  than  a 
passing  due  When  I  finally  removed  the 


censor  from  my  lame  classroom  wit.  I 
heard  myself  saying  one  day  as  I  had  to 
erase  the  board  with  the  palm  ol  my 
hand,  "this  is  what  some  of  us  call  a 
hand  job."  Offensive?  Possibly 
Ambiguous'  Yes  Fake?  For  better  or 
worse,  no. 

Context 

I've  no  use  lor  announcing  my  sexual- 
ity at  the  beginning  of  the  year  along  with 
reading  lists,  course  requirements,  etc  - 
though  I  often  wish  it  could  be  that 
routine.  (Heterosexuals  have  Ihe  luxury 
of  the  slanding  assumption  thai  they  are 
straight,  and  can  proceed  without  fan- 
lare.)  Those  are  ihe  mechanics  ot  the 
course,  and  my  sexuality  is  not  ot  the 
same  order 

I  take  it  -  lor  the  classroom  -  closer  to 
the  order  ol,  say,  an  interpretative  prin- 
ciple I  want  to  leach.  It's  likely  to  be  new, 
or  newly  useful,  to  ihe  students,  poten- 
tially helpful  as  they  deal  wrth  problems 


in  discussing  sexuality 

Thus,  the  best  context  emerges  when 
a  student  raises  a  relevant  question  I 
wear  a  pink  triangle  pin,  and  in  two  of  my 
classes  last  year  students  asked  its  sig- 
nificance, which  gave  me  an  Occasion.  A 
less  stagey  context  is  guaranteed  to 
arrive  in  my  classes  when  gay  poets  c 
novelists  -  or  gay  incidents  in  ficiion  - 
are  under  discussion.  At  these  tii 
feel  together  lo  say.  tor  example  "The 
unstated  implications  of  this  chapter 
would  be  clear  to  any  gay  person  who's 
paid  attention  to  the  necessary  language 
of  suggestion   I'm  gay  and  I  don't  have 
to  be  told  thai  Ishmael  and  Queequeg 
are  sexually  intimate,  straight  people 
shouldn't  have  to  be  told  so  either,  but 
they  almost  always  demand  expiicitness 
in  gay  relationships  that  Ihey  don't 
demand  for  straight  couples  In,  say, 
Wutherlng  Heights. 

The  mosl  dramatic  context  may  be 
one  provided  by  a  homophobe.  At  ihe 
end  of  a  class  l3sl  fall  on  Beautiful 
Losers,  thai  great  flawed  visionary 
paean  lo  the  power  of  sexuality,  one  of 
my  first  year  students  said:  "It's  a 
perverse  novel  because  the  two  main 
characters  are  queer  ."'  I  looked  teacherty 
quizzical,  inviting  elaboration.    I  mean." 
he  said,   "everyone  knows  lhat  doctors 
have  established  that  homosexuality  is  a 
disease  that  ought  lo  be  cured." 

Tone 

Thai  comment  came  at  the  very  end  of 
Ihe  hour,  so  I  had  more  time  than  usual  10 
select  the  tone  of  my  reply   I  chose  one 
of  Light  Authority  -  or  so  I  thought,  m 
retrosect  it  seems  leaden 

"Well."  I  began  the  next  hour,  'there 
are  some  statements  thai  won't  go 
undisputed  m  this  classroom  That  the 
average  cranial  capacity  of  blacks  is 
smaller  than  that  of  whites,  tor  example 
Or  thai  ..'omen  are  weak  by  nature  and 
men  strong     (My  strategy  is  transparent, 
continued  on  page  13 
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cononuea  from  page  ' ' 
no?)  '"Or.  as  was  said  ai  the  end  ol  the 
last  hour,  mat  homosexuals  are  sit*  or 
perverse   I'm  a  homosexual  -  though  Id 
rather  be  called  a    gay   or  a   faggot   - 
and  so  I  lake  a  special  interest,  more 
than  professional,  in  the  history  and 
fortunes  ol  this  misconception  called  the 
sickness  model   In  short,  it  emerged 
(Discourse  on  the  sm-cnme-sickness 
complex  ) 

I  prefer  -  perhaps  obtusely  -  a  use  of 
authority  lo  re-casl  (he  issue  in  lerms  ol 
gay  nistory  or  patterns  ol  homophobia. 
This  provides  an  analytic  approach  rather 
than  a  slnctly  personal  one,  Ihe 
personal,  m  most  ways.  I  usually  save 
lor  tutorials  or  conferences  I  may  be 
wrong  to  make  thai  split  Bui  in  this  case 
it  depends  -  as  does  anyone's  choice  ol 
leaching  slrategies  and  tone  -  on  Die 
time,  place,  and  group 


Development 


From  here,  let  me  focus  on  the  events  >n 
the  class  where  Beautiful  Losers  was 
under  debate  Thirty-six  students,  mostly 
first-year,  al  one  of  the  suburban 
campuses  ol  the  University  of  Toronto, 
most  of  I  hem  living  with  their  parents  slill 
in  their  suburban  homes 

Several  months  after  this   coming  out' 
I  learned  from  one  of  Ihe  students  of 
Odd  Happenings    A  lot  of  the  kids  are 
mder  pressure  not  to  attend  your 
classes,    she  told  me     Their  friends  who 
don'l  even  know  you  say  that  Iheir  going 
to  your  class  means  I  hey  approve  ol 
homosexuality  Also,  there's  lots  of  talk 
just  before  you  get  mlo  the  room  guys   _ 
saying  they  wouldn't  dare  have  an 
appointment  in  your  office  -  who  knows 
what  you'd  try  with  them'  -  lhal  sort  of 
thing'  Was  this  widespread.  I  asked. 
Seemed  to  be  So 

Another  Light  Authority  lecture  This 
lime,  the  Light  came  first.  I  repeated  the 
report  and  took  up  the  second  point  in  it 
"I  have  three  questions  lor  any  male  who 
has  said  this,"  I  began     First,  does  this 
mean  lhal  a  hunky  macho  type  like  you 
can't  defend  himsell  against  a  mere 
pansy  like  me?  Second,  do  you  really 
think  that  I  never  have  anything  on  my 
mind  buf  animal  sex?  And  third,  even  if  I 
did,  whatever  makes  you  think  I'd  be 
interested  in  seducing  any  of  you-3"  I 
announced  a  change  in  policy  to 
accomodate  the  fearing:    it  you've 
noticed.    I  said,    my  door  is  never  com- 
pletul'/ closed  dunng  appointments  Most 
teachers  have  learned  this  as  a  pre- 
cautionary procedure  against  the  day 
when  a  studenl  might  falsely  cry  rape 
But  I II  go  beyond  lhal  henceforth,  all 
appointments  will  take  place  m  the  coffee 
shop,  m  full  view  of  onlookers   You  have 
nothing  to  tear  bul  (ear  itseil,  boys 

But  then,  the  Authority  "For  a  moment 
now  let's  look  closer  al  what  these 
charges  imply,  that  a  gay  thinks  of 
nothing  but  sex,  would  use  force  to 
achieve  it.  and  is  indiscriminate  as  to  her 
or  his  sexual  object  '  Just  the  week 
before,  a  paper  had  been  given  at  a 
GAU  meeting  on  the  implications  of 
these  charges  -  in  bnef,  dehumanizing 
implications,  from  which  I  borrowed 
almost  verbatim 


Response 


My  tendency,  clearly,  Is  to  lecture  at. 
(This  was  a  large  class  and  lectures 
were  Ihe  standard  format.}  It  should  then 
perhaps  be  no  puzzle  that  I  got  little 
direct  response  after  my  sermons.  One 
man  did  come  up,  with  an  air  ol  privacy, 
alter  the  latter  class  and  said.    I  don't 
know  rl  you  heard  of  a  remark  that  may 
have  been  attributed  to  me  on  me  bus 
last  Wednesday,  but  I  didn't  really  mean 
it  and  I'm  sorry  I  said  it"  (I  had  not 
heard  of  such  a  remark  )  But  beyond 
thai,  silence. 

Is  this  simply  due  to  my  (defensive?) 
authoritatrveness?  Are  there  ways  of  get- 
ting around  the  problem  in  a  Class  which 
is  not  a  workshop  on  homosexuality''  I'm 
fishing  for  answers  to  these  questions 

After  the  marks  were  submitted  tor  this 
course  m  May  I  was  able  to  see  the 
September 


teaching  evaluations  which  the  students 
had  done  m  March  One  item  on  the 
standard  U  of  T  Department  ol  English 
Evaluation  Form  concerns  the 
instructor  s    personality "  and  acted  as  a 
lightening  rod  for  homophobic  replies  Of 
twenty-two  students  submitting  the  form, 
lour  obiected  to  my  coming  oul  in  class 
Here  is  the  mosi  virulent: 
As  a  person  he  sickens  me  He  made 
quite  plain  at  me  outse!  of  the  course 
that  he  was.a  homosexual   I  can 
accept  that,    to  each  his  own    as  the 
saying  goes  However,  his  preoccu- 
pation with  sexual  matters  dominated 
[he  Cass  (and  the  very  works  he 
chose  tor  the  course)  so  greatly  that 
attendance  has  dropped  dramatically 
since  the  lirsl  lew  classes  He  lor- 
ever  tries  to  la  mill  anze  himsell  with 
the  class  by  telling  crude,  uncalled- 
for  jokes  (he's  spoken  ol    hand-fobs '. 
oral  sex.  etc  !).  He  has  only  served  to 
alienate  himself  further  by  such 
actions   He  has  never  really  preached 
Gay  Lib"  at  us,  bul  his  preoccupa- 
tion wrth  it.  reflected  in  his  consistently 
speaking  of  sex  -  especially  "unordm- 
ary"  sex  -  was  sickening  He  should 
not  have  let  his  personal  preferences 
in  sex  dominate  the  class  -  or  try  to 
influence  the  students  For  ihese  reas- 
ons, I  shall  never  lake  a  course  I  know 
he's  leaching  again  He  preaches  and 
teaches  sexual  garbage! 
The  other  three  were  milder,  as  "I 
don't  wish  to  hear  about  the  sexual  re- 
pressions expenenced  by  certain 
groups." 

More  interestingly,  Ihree  of  the  res- 
pondents (one  out  of  twelve  in  the  whole 
class)  objected,  elsewhere  on  ihe  form, 
to  the  emphasis  my  lectures  gava  to 
■'sex*',  "he  literally  perverted  any  appreci- 
ation I  might  have  had.'1  Most 
interestingly,  almost  all  objected  to  the 
inclusion  of  Beautiful  Losers  in  the 
course  "Leonard  Cohen  substitutes  a 
morbid  concern  with  sexuality  for 
insight "  "I  thought  the  language  too 
harsh.''  "A  more  provoking  novel  than 
Bom  Losers  (sic)  could  be  chosen  to 
represent  Canadian  Literature.'' 

These  responses  were  good  evidence 
that  difficulty  m  dealing  with  gayness  is 
cued  to  a  difficulty  in  dealing  with  sexual- 
ity in  general.   This  course."  said  one 
reply,  "would  appeal  to  those  who  like  lo 
search  out  dirty  passages  in  the  Bible  " 
(I  had  lectured  on  ihe  erotic  and  thB 
spiritual  m  the  Song  of  Songs.)  But 
then,  a  straight  colleague  who  leaches 
from  a  psychoanalytic  perspective  is  also 
charged  year  after  year  with  thinking  of 
"nothing  bul  sex  "  I  begin  10  wonder  if 
Ihe  very  fact  of  Freud  has  been  losl  on 
ihe  high  schools 

Just  how  far  homophobia  and  anti- 
sexuality  are  co-ordinated  I  don't  know, 
bul  it  seems  a  safe  bet  that  even  a 
teacher's  mild  coming  out  heightens  her 
students'  awareness  ol  sexuality,  gender 
roles,  etc. 

Which  is  after  all  -  no?  -  what  wb 
want  to  do?  For  a  start. 

I'm  tremendously  more  at  ease  leach- 
ing now  that  I'm  oul.  Whether  it  makes 
me  a  better  teacher  I  don't  know  -  the 
antagonism  which  can  be  aroused  com- 
plicates the  answer.  And  the  question 
cames  us  to  the  heart  of  the  old  question 
that  never  seems  finally  answerable  |ust 
what  is  teaching?  Bul  one  evaluation 
from  this  first-year  class  keyed  the 
success  of  my  teaching  to  my  being  out 
-  and  so  I'm  ol  course  happy  to  give  it 
the  last  word: 
He  is  informal,  candid,  and  straight- 
forward. I  think  it's  great  he  told  us 
he's  gay  In  a  class  like  ours,  that 
takes  guts.  He  did  it  and  he  won  my 
respect  A  lot  of  people  have  put  him 
down  or  ridiculed  him  because  he's 
gay  but  I  really  respect  him  for  it. 
He  shows  interest  in  the  class,  and  I 
think  he  really  does  care  about  his 
teaching  and  rapport  with  the 
students.  G 
"Louie  Crew  and  Rietor  Norton,  College 
English  (November  1974),  268 
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■  Blueboy 

■  Advocate 

■  Body  Politic 


Open  8  am  -  7  pm 

Come  -  Browse 

Friendly  start  to  serve  you 
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New!    New!    New! 

LES  CAVALIERS 

PIANO  BAR 

For  discriminating  gentlemen,  sybarites, 

hedonists  and  epicures.  Relaxing, 

unhurried  atmosphere.  Good  people, 

good  art,  good  food. 

Cocktail  hour  with  hors  d'oeuvres  from 

5:30  p.m.  Full  course  meats,  a  la  carte 

specialties  at  reasonable  prices. 

418  Church  Street,  south  of 
Maple  Leaf  Gardens. 

Reservations  phone  368-4085 
LES  CAVAUERS  —  WHERE  THE  EUTE  MEET 
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Seven  years ... 


ConWuea  Irom  page  1 
whole  narrative  is  the  reference  to  two  o! 
his  teachers  They're  gay.  And  to  their 
(and  hrs)  astonishment,  he  met  them  in 
one  ot  the  clubs  Neither  ot  them  ack- 
nowledges his  existence  now  -  II  they 
pass  him  m  the  halls  !hey  stare  straight 
ahead  No  greetings,  not  even  eye 
contact.  They're  tnghtened.  ot  course. 
Theirs  is  a  precanous  situation  Bui  they 
could  give  Jtm  suppon  and  encourage- 
ment, they  could  try  fat  least)  to  cut 
down  on  some  ol  the  verbal  harassment 
he  has  to  endure  Irom  other  students  He 
hasn't  gotten  that  kind  ol  support.  So  in 
May  of  this  year  he  slopped  attending 
classes  He's  still  In  school,  but  only  to 
the  extent  that  he  gets  assignments  Irom 
his  leachers  and  hands  in  work  to  them 
He  wants  lo  go  to  university,  and  says 
he  intends  to  stick  it  out  in  school.  He's 
going  to  need  all  the  support  and 
encouragement  he  can  get. 

For  Anthony  and  Gary  the  situation 
seems  worse  But  al  least  they've  got 
each  other  Even  that  seems  insufficient, 
sometimes,  to  the  challenge  ol  being 
openly  and  admittedly  gay  at  the  age  ol 
15  In  a  Catholic  school  for  boys 
"I  hate  Monday  mornings." 
It's  a  heartfelt  ar.J  bitter  statement 
from  Anthony,  and  all  the  more  Start- 
ling because  he's  generally  so  vivacious, 
good-natured  and  optimistic  Or  maybe 
it's  naivete  -  both  admit  to  having  been  a 
bit  naive,  which  is  a  fairly  reliable  indi- 
cator that  a  certain  ingenuousness  still 
lingers   In  any  case,  both  ol  them  were 
popular  young  men  in  their  school  with 
their  ordinary  share  ol  Iriends  and 
acquaintances  until  Anthony  stood  up  in 
class  and  said  that  he  wasn'l  going  to 
support  Premier  Davis  in  the  tfien- 
upcoming  provincial  election  because 
"he's  against  gay  liberation."  By  noon  it 
was  all  over  the  school  And  since  then 
they've  had  to  endure  harassment  which 
has  dnven  them  to  the  edge  ol  despair. 
No  one  will  dare  be  seen  talking  to  them 
on  a  one-to-one  basis.  They  a/e  taunted 
ceaselessly  They  find  obscene  things 
written  about  them  everywhere  -  on  their 
locfcers,  on  the  blackboard  when  they 
enter  the  room,  in  iheif  books.  Gym 
class  is  hell.  Anthony's  gotten  into  a  few 
fights.  And  won  them.  Thaf  made  a  dif- 
ference. As  hateful  as  that  use  of 
violence  may  seem,  it  also  appears  to  be 
Ihe  only  way  lo  earn  a  bit  ol  respect  and 
freedom  from  harassment. 

Again,  there  are  gay  teachers  in  that 
school  Anthony  and  Gary  are  sure  ot  at 
least  three  among  the  men.  But  the 
story's  the  same   No  recognition,  and 
support  of  any  kind  is  just  an  unlikely 
fantasy 

Anthony     My  school  hie  was  nothing  to 
turn  to  as  a  source  ol  enjoyment.  I 
was  an  open  person  arid  the  other 
kids  thought  it  only  natural  that  I  be 
treated  very  poorly  because  of  it.  Later 
in  the  year  I  and  another  open  gay  had 
extensive  talks  about  being  scape- 
goats, and  how  this  might  change  if 
some  positiveness  was  projected  by 
the  administration   It  never  went  any- 
where, but  it  might  next  year  because 
one  of  the  administrators  has  a  gay 
son  and  he's  in  that  school  and  this 
might  give  the  push  that  is  needed ' 

How  did  it  happen?  What  changed  the 
ordinary  pattern  of  adolescence  for  these 
two  young  men  so  that  at  15  they  could 
stand  up  in  class  and  say,  in  effect.  "I'm 

They'd  already  had  sex  with  each 
other  They'd  been  friends  for  years,  and 
the  sex  just  seemed  a  natural  and  happy 
outgrowth  ol  their  friendship  Not  thai 
there  wasn't  some  guilt  -  they  hadn't 
grown  up  cut  off  from  society  at  large  - 
but  it  was  manageable,  n  did  noi  tail  joy 
14/Body  Politic 


What  really  bothered  was  the  (eeling 
that  they  were  alone.  Yes.  they  had  each 
other.  But  was  there  anyone  else7 

They  found  The  Body  Politic  in  a 
downtown  bookstore.  Somehow  they 
always  knew  the  answer  lay  "downtown  . 
Of  course,  they  weren't  aware  of  the 
existence  of  the  "ghetto',  so  downtown 
meant  a  lot  ol  wandenng  up,  down  and 
around  Yonge  St.  waiting  lor  something 
to  happen. 

They  cruised  that  copy  ot  the  paper  as 
they'll  probably  never  cruise  another 
man.  Should  they  pick  it  up?  If  so,  who 
should  do  it?  And  who  should  actually 
pay  tor  i!7  And  most  troublesome  ol  all, 
who  should  take  it  home? 

They  bought  it.  Took  it  lo  a  restaurant 
and  went  Irom  page  to  page  in  a  stale  ol 
mounting  excitement  They  were  daz- 
zled, experiencing  a  leeling  that  no  other 
minonty  in  the  world  can  know.  Hetero- 
sexuals never  really  understand  what  we 
mean  when  we  talk  ol  the  discovery  ol 
our  not  being  alone.  They  have  never 
been  alone,  not  in  that  sense  anyway 
Many,  many  of  us  grow  up  enduring  the 
certainty  that  there  is  no  one  else  in  the 
world  who  feels  as  we  do  The  discovery 
that  our  cities  and  towns  and  villages  are 
bursting  with  us,  that  there  we  are 
beside  you  on  the  bus.  and  teaching  you 
at  school,  and  giving  you  a  parking  ticket 
and  -  final  surpnse  -  marching  past  you 
on  the  street  and  calling  you  to  join  us; 
that  discovery  is  one  ol  the  great 
epiphanies  ol  our  lives.  Soon  they  had 
made  contact  with  the  gay  movement. 
Anthony.      I  met  some  gay  people 
which  before  had  been  just  a  day  and 
nighl  fantasy  From  here  my  world 
changed  to  one  more  like  that  which  I 


had  dreamed  was  possible   I  became 
close  to  a  gay  activist  who  has  put 
new  questions  and  new  ideas  into  my 
mind  This  is  helping  me  create  a 
future  that  will  be  ot  a  higher  quality 
and  more  enjoyable." 
Both  young  men  began  to  cover  ground 
that  many  ol  us  spent  years  approach- 
ing. They  told  their  parents  within  a 
month  or  two.  Unfortunately,  they  didn't 
react  the  way  Jim's  mother  had,  and  the 
story  ol  their  family  confrontations  is  a 
combination  of  the  ludicrous  and  the 
temfying. 

"II  I'd  known  you'd  turn  out  like  this  I'd 
never  had  had  you  " 

That's  Anthony's  lather  talking  The 
boys  were  forbidden  to  see  each  other, 
or  be  out  after  10.  or  use  the  phone 
unless  mom  and  dad  knew  who  was 
being  called  Gary's  father  is  from 
Ireland   He  began  to  ram  about  going 
back  -  he  was  noi  going  lo  stay  in  a 
country  (hat  had  corrupted  his  son 
Anthony:    When  I  told  my  parents, 
they  became  very  reactionary.  All  the 
freedoms,  friendships  and  nghts  guar- 
anteed to  all  the  rest  were  cui  off.  That 
occurred  between  intervals  of  my 
lather  thinking  or  praying  that  his  son 
was  straight." 
There  were  fine,  crazy  moments  as  well 
There  was  Anthony's  mother  coming  into 
his  bedroom  dunng  a  thunderstorm  and 
saying:  "That's  God  talking,  son.  He's 
saying  go  the  other  way,  go  the  other 
way...'".  There  was  the  pnde  and  relief 
expressed  by  both  sets  of  parents  when 
their  sons  began  getting  calls  Irom  two 
young  women.  And  when  Ihey  began 
dating  them,  Ihere  was  no  suggestion 


that  they  should  be  home  before  a 
certain  hour  The  parents  were  complete- 
ly unaware,  ot  course,  that  the  two  girls' 
were  two  young  lesbians  that  Ihe  fellows 
had  befriended,  and  lhat  those  down- 
town dates  usually  meant  Ihe  Manatee 
or  a  GATE  dance  lor  Anthony  and  Gary, 
and  a  romantic  oulmg  tor  the  Iwo 
women. 

Things  a/e  better  now  because  I  lie  to 
them".  Anthony  tells  his  parents  what 
they  want  to  hear  He  gains  some 
freedom,  the  house  is  relatively  calm, 
and  a  married  couple  have  pretty  much 
tost  their  son.  The  fine  irony  is  that  they 
think  they've  won  him  back,  that  his 
homosexuality  was  just  a  stage'  like  all 
the  books  said   It  Its  a  stage,  it's  a  stage 
in  Ihe  process  ol  disentangling  onesell 
Irom  one's  family,  and  maybe  it's  linally 
a  good  thing  thai  the  process  has  begun 
Anthony  and  Gary  were  perhaps  less 
careful  than  was  wise  There  were 
moments  of  grand  and  exuberant  care- 
lessness. Playing  tootsy  together  in  full 
view  of  everyone  while  rehearsing  with 
the  school  orchestra.  Or  running  about 
like  madcaps  on  the  school  lawn  tossing 
freshly  cut  grass  at  each  other  while  the 
school  machos  sat  knowingly  on  Ihe  side 
lines.  They  earned  themselves  a  lot  of 
hassles  trying  to  be  tree  and  open,  and 
until  there's  some  sort  ol  organized  gay 
group  operating  inside  the  high  schools, 
it's  probably  smartest  to  be  careful  and 
discreet.  Being  out  is  probably  just  not 
worth  the  agony,  most  ol  which  has  to 
be  endured  alone 

Carol  and  Sarah  are  lesbians,  are 
lovers.  They're  older  than  the  men  I 
talked  to:  Carol  is  19  and  Sarah  is  17  but 
Sarah  has  felt  that  she  was  gay  since 
she  was  1 1 ,  and  when  Carol  was  6  she 
thought  it  odd  that  only  men  and  women 
should  kiss. 

Their  stones  are  very  different  Irom  the 
men's.  Less  dramatic  certainly,  less  pain- 
ful, and  much  more  encouraging.  Dif- 
ferent stories  partly  because  they  were 
two  very  political  young  people  (Carol 
was  attending  ant-war  demonstrations 
when  she  was  in  Grade  8),  and  diflerenl 
because  they  were  surrounded  by  talk  ol 
feminism  and  sisterhood  and  in  that 
atmosphere  lesbianism  as  a  topic 
seemed  almost  respectable  Why  even 
Kate  Millett.  . 

Whal  struck  me  m  their  narrative  was 
the  almost  complete  absence  ol  any  sort 
ol  guilt  Sarah  admitted  thai  lor  a  short 
time  she  rather  wished  she  weren't  gay, 
but  thai  was  largely  because  she  felt  it 
would  separate  her  Irom  people,  that 
gays  were  just  a  tiny  minonty  and  she 
would  spend  most  ol  her  Me  alone  That 
misconception  vanished  rather  painlessly 
after  she'd  read  the  special  lesbian  issue 
of  Off  Our  Backs,  an  American  feminist 
periodical   It  was  clear  to  her  then  that 
ihere  were  lots  and  lots  ot  us.  but  more 
important  than  sheer  numbers  was  the 
tact  that  there  was  a  sl/ong  group  of 
lesbians  who  were  organizing  and  trying 
to  do  something  about  their  second- 
class  status. 

There  woukj  still  be  the  occasional  jar- 
ring moment.  The  time  she  attended  a 
discussion  ol  lesbianism  at  a  Women's 
Centre,  lor  example  No  one  knew  she 
was  gay,  and  it  was  painful  to  hear 
lesbians  discussed  as  "them",  never  as 
'we*,  and  to  hear  women  debate  whether 
or  no!  the  presence  ol  lesbians  would 
give  the  centre  "a  bad  name".  But  an  inci- 
dent like  that  was  the  exception,  Sarah 
came  out  almosi  eltorilessty,  and  I  was 
envious  -  it  was  so  close  to  the  way 
things  ought  to  be 

She  had  her  firsi  sexuaJ  experience 
when  she  was  15,  and  that  was  with 
Carol 
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"What  they  do  together  is  called  gross  indecency. 

Think  about  that  for  a  minute. 

Gross  indecency. 

It  means  two  young  bodies  lovingly  entwined." 


Carol  gol  used  lo  being  different'  at  a 
very  early  age  Her  lamtty  moved  around 
a  tot.  and  she  was  always  the  new  girl 
m  school   She  was  odd  loo  in  that  she 
was  always  mote  concerned  wiih 
American  atrocities  m  Viet  Nam,  or 
industrial  poll ul ion.  or  a  host  ol  other 
social  and  political  issues  than  she  was 
with  clothes  or  dates  or  cheerleadmg  or 
any  of  Ihe  other  traditional  outlets  lor 
leenage  girls 

When  she  was  15  she  joined  Ihe 
Young  Socialists  That  was  4  years  ago. 
and  even  at  that  time  gay  liberation  was 
a  topic  that  the  group  discussed   She 
came  to  lesbianism  as  a  legitimate 
topic  lor  debate,  a  controversial  issue 
certainly,  but  one  her  political  peers  fell 
constrained  to  come  to  terms  with. 

She  met  her  first  male  and  her  first 
lemale  lover  through  the  YS  That  too  is 
envy-making  because  finding  ones 
partners  in  one's  ordinary  world  is  an 
experience  unknown  to  most  gay  people 
Heterosexuals  take  it  for  granted  that 
they  can  llirt  with.  date,  seduce,  befriend, 
marry,  have  sen  with  people  chosen  frorr 
those  they  meet  at  work,  or  at  school  or 
a.iywhere  else  That  has  not  been  our 
option  in  the  past  We  met  in  the  ghetto 
And  certainly  we  stayed  there  That 
happens  less  now  And  lor  Carol  and 
people  like  her  it  never  happened  and 
lhat  will  be  one  ot  Ihe  things  that  will  dis- 
tinguish this  new  generation  Irom  ours. 

Every  person  out  of  (he  closet  makes 
it  easier  for  someone  else  to  come  out. 
and  in  people  like  Carol  we  glimpse  Ifte 
process  ol  the  future 

It  is  not,  ol  course,  the  millenium  quite 
ye!.  One  ol  Carols  close  Inends  simply 
stopped  talking  to  her  when  she  dis- 
covered Carol  was  a  lesbian  And  she 
hasn't  told  her  parents  She's  a  practical 
woman   Her  parents  are  supporting  her 
right  now.  and  will  continue  to  do  so  as 
long  as  she's  attending  school.  She 
doesn't  want  lo  jeopardize  that  support, 
and  since  she's  uncertain  of  their  reac- 
tions lo  having  a  lesbian  tar  a  daughter 

she's  keeping  it  quiet,  lor  the 

least. 


Carol  is  also  aware  that  not  every- 
one's exit  into  life  will  be  as  easy  as 
hers.  She  worked  on  a  telephone  dis- 
tress line  lor  a  gay  group  in  western 
Canada  and  she  remembers,  week  after 
week,  the  uncertain  voices  of  young 
peopie.  13,  14,  15  year-olds,  waiting 
until  nghtfall.  waiting  until  mom  and  dad 
were  in  bed.  waiting  for  the  chance  to 
dial  out  there  somewhere  and  speak,  |ust 
speak,  to  one  other  gay  person.  It  hurt. 
Because  there  isn't  much  you  can  legally 
'ell  these  people  to  do  Except  wait. 
You're  15?  Well,  yes,  you  can  attend 
meetings...  but  don't  get  any  ideas. 
You've  got  six  years  go  10." 

"At  least  you  won't  get  pregnant." 
Sarah's  father  could  only  see  Ihe 
positive  aspects  of  lesbianism  through 
heterosexual  eyes,  and  they  were 
inadequate  to  the  task.  Bui  he  was  more 
ignorant  than  antagonistic,  so  was  her 
mother,  and  both  have  grown  in 
awareness  and  understanding  since 
then.  Mother  told  some  of  her  Inends, 
and  experienced  the  shock  ot  having  one 
of  them  come  out  to  her  as  a  result. 
Every  one  out'  makes  rt  easier  some- 
how, somewhere  for  someone  else., 
asked  Sarah  and  Carol  rf  they  left 
age-of-consent  laws  should  be  abolish- 
ed They  said  yes 

Duhng  the  preparations  lor  this  article  I 
talked  to  dozens  of  young  people  rang- 
ing in  age  Inyr;  |  to  19  TV  ,  a  not 
difficult  to  find.  They're  on  the  streets, 
they're  in  the  dubs,  they're  in  existing 
gay  organizations  and  they're  creating 
thetr  own   Everyone  I  talked  to  is  enjoy- 


ing a  full  sexual  life,  and  lhat  is  why 
none  ol  the  names  used  in  this  article 
are  the  real  names  ol  the  young  peopie  I 
talked  to 

They  are  all  lawbreakers  Every  time 
rwo  15  year -olds,  every  time  two  twenty 
year-olds  go  home  together  after  a 
dance,  or  a  picnic,  or  an  outing  on  their 
bikes,  they  are  breaking  the  law   It  does 
not  matter  thai  they  know  what  they're 
doing,  that  they  have  (reely  chosen  their 
partner,  lhat  they  may  be  in  love  -  ihey 
are  breaking  the  law   It  does  not  matter 
lhal  Ihey  may  be  old  enough  to  dnnk, 
dnve  a  car,  join  the  army  and  learn  to  kill 
-  they  are  breaking  the  law   It  does  not 
matter  that  they  are  being  encouraged  to 
make  responsible  decisions  concerning 
their  lives  at  school  or  at  home  or  in  the 
community  at  large  -  they  are  breaking 
the  law. 

What  they  do  together  is  called  gross 
indecency  Think  aboul  that  (or  a  minute 
Gross  indecency   It  means  two  young 
bodies  lovingly  entwined 

"Everything's  changed  lor  the  good  lor 
me     We  are  seated  in  a  circle  in  a 
bnghlly  painted  room  al  Ihe  Church 
Street  Community  Centre  in  Toronto. 
This  is  a  meeting  of  the  Gay  Youlh 
Group   II  is  early  evening  on  a  Tuesday, 
light  (and  a  to!  ol  stree!  noise)  pour 
through  the  targe  hall-open  windows, 
someone  has  just  gone  ou!  tor  cokes. 

The  speaker,  Bob,  is  letting  us  know 
how  his  life  has  changed  in  the  last  six 
weeks,  in  ihe  time  he's  been  out  ol  the 
closet.  It's  a  relaxed,  casual  atmosphere, 
and  Bob  finds  it  easy  to  be  open,  easy  to 
tell  us  about  how  not  so  long  ago  he'd 
been  a  Tegular  guy'  with  a  girllnend  and 
the  feeling  that  he  ought  to  think  ot 
getting  married  someday.  . 


supportive  atmosphere  lor  young  gays 
coming  out  of  the  doset  That,  rather 
than  being  very  political'  and  goal- 
oriented 

I  think  it  works  One  of  them  was  there 
that  night.  John  is  17.  shy,  and  tells  us 
thai  we  are  the  firs!  open  gay  people  that 
he's  ever  spoken  to  it's  a  coming  ou! 
for  John,  and  the  others" chat  lightly  with 
him.  gently  drawing  him  out.  finding  ou! 
whal  he's  interested  In,  where  he  goes  to 
school,  what  aspects  ol  the  group  he 
might  like  to  participate  in. 

They  have  an  ambitious  program. 
Eventually  they'll  be  a  group  consisting 
ot  smaller  committees  which  will  under- 
take the  main  work  ol  Ihe  organizalion  - 
a  political  committee  lo  lobby  lor  things 
like  the  abolition  ol  age-ol-consenl  laws, 
a  discussion  committee  to  help  young 
gays  new  to  the  scene  talk  out  their 
feelings,  a  social  committee  to  plan 
dances  and  other  social  events.  „ 

How  did  all  this  start?  I  asked  Edward 
and  Donald,  the  two  organizers,  how  it 
all  began. 

They  met  m  the  sexuality  group 
organized  by  Huntley  Youth  Services,  a 
Toronto  organization  (formerly  Big 
Sisters)  that  worfcs  with  troubled  young 
people  in  the  city  There  were  about  8 
young  men  in  the  sexuality  group,  all 
were  gay  and  having  irouble  coming  to 
terms  with  it,  but  had  the  advantage  ol 
meeting  under  the  guidance  ol  George 
Histop,  president  ol  the  Community 
Homophile  Association  ol  Toronto,  and  a 
sympathetic  but  straight  lemale  sodal 

Dunng  their  discussions  il  occurred  to 
Donald  thai  this  sort  ol  thing  was  needed 
on  a  larger  scale  than  could  be  provided 
by  Huntley,  and  it  was  the  sort  of  thing 


Meeting  Edward,  one  ol  the  organizers 
of  the  group,  changed  all  that.  He's  gay 
now,  realizes  he  always  was,  has  let  his 
straight  room-mate  know.  He's  having  a 
good  time.  Things  look  pretty  bright  to 
Bob. 

There  were  five  of  us  meeting  thai 
night,  all  but  one  under  20  and  all  male. 
The  group  would  like  to  attract  young 
lesbians,  but  they  don't  know  how  to  go 
about  it  It's  much  easier  to  advertise  to 
young  gay  men,  and  Ihey  re  getting  their 
first  leaflets  ready  lo  distribute  al  David  s. 
at  the  Manalee  and  the  other  clubs  anO 
bars  in  Toronto  s  gay  ghetto 

I  sit  off  to  the  side,  observing,  taking 
notes.  As  a  meeting  it  is  less  Formal,  less 
structured  than  I  am  used  to,  than  I  have 
come  lo  learn  expedites  and  simplifies 
the  business  of  keeping  a  group  moving 
And  I  have  to  resist  an  impulse  to  step  in 
and  say  no,  no,  do  it  this  way.  select 
these  priorities,  put  Edward  in  the  chair 
and  ask  Bob  to  be  secretary  and  you'll 
find  that  meetings  become  much  more 
efficient.  Perhaps  at  some  point  thai  sort 
ot  input  from  an  older  gay  would  be 
appreciated,  but  not  tonight.  Perhaps  not 
for  a  white  because  certainty  one  ot  the 
articulated  aims  of  this  organization  is  to 
provide  a  sympathetic,  warm  and 


that  young  people  could  and  should  do 
themselves.  He  talked  it  over  with 
Edward  who  agreed  thai  it  was  a  good 
idea,  and  sometime  around  the  end  of 
March  the  group  held  its  first  meeting. 
They  met  in  Edward's  apartment,  and 
continued  to  do  so  until  a  month  ago 
when  they  applied  for,  and  got, 
permission  lo  meet  at  ihe  Church  St. 
Community  Centre 

II  was  not  easy  to  get.  They  had  to 
obtain  letters  ol  endorsement  irom  at 
least  a  halt  dozen  agencies  and  indi- 
viduals. Liberal  MPP  Margaret  Campbell 
spoke  on  their  behalf.  So  did  Toronto 
alrJerperson  Dan  Heap.  And  Allan 
Sparrow,  another  city  atoerperson.  Even 
wtth  that  prestigious  support  the  vote 
was  close.  7  for,  6  against  with  one  ab- 
stention. 

It  was  certainly  a  victory  of  sorts;  gay 
people  winning  the  right  lo  use  com- 
munity facilities  as  any  other  legitimate 
group  could.  But  there  were  drawbacks 
The  Centre  insisted  lhat  the  lower  age 
limit  for  membership  had  to  be  16  That 
cuts  out  a  lot  ol  young  people.  I!  cuts  out 
Anthony,  Gary,  Jim  and  many  like  them. 
But  the  group  has  decided  to  live  with  rt 
for  the  time  being.  After  all,  some  board 
members  wanted  a  psychiatrist  and  a 


social  worker  present  at  all  Gay  Youth 
Group  meetings!  At  least  they  avoided 
having  to  put  up  wilh  that. 

Before  1  left  thai  evening,  I  asked  them 
whal  they  felt  about  age-ol-consent  laws. 
Two  were  uncertain,  but  certainly  felt  the 
age  of  conseni  lor  gay  sex  should  be  a! 
!  leasl  lowered  lo  equal  that  lor  siraighfs 
j  Three  of  Ihe  five  promptly  said  abolish 
them" 

It  surpnsed  me  somewhat  that  not  all 
of  these  young  men  would  advocate  Ihe 
complete  abolition  ol  such  archaic  legis- 
lation. Then  I  realized  that's  why  the 
group  is  there,  and  that's  why  it  is 
important 

Simply  being  young  does  nol  endow 
you  with  a  perspective  on  social  change 
That  has  to  be  learned.  Consciousness 
raising  is  crucial  Together,  among  your 
peers,  m  ihe  heal  ol  debate  -  that's  one 
of  the  ways  it  happens.  And  i!  the  Gay 
Youth  Group  isn't  prepared  quite  yet  to 
demand  an  abolition  to  age-o  I -conseni 
laws,  lhat's  all  right  But  it's  one  ol  Ihe 
things  they're  preparing  lor 

I  have  tried  not  to  sentimentalize  these 
young  people  and  their  plight   It  would  be 
easy,  it  would  be  very  much  in  the 
tradition  ol  our  attitudes  lo  Ihe  young, 
and  it  would  cheapen  and  demean  their 
struggle.  II  we  see  these  people  as 
puppies,  clumsily  -  albeit  charmingly  - 
playing  at  lite  arid  liberation,  il  we  see 
their  passions  as  ephemeral,  or  ignoranl, 
or  tedious,  il  we  see  their  convictions  as 
misplaced  or  their  struggles  as  idealistic 
but  vain,  we  become  part  of  the  vast 
conspiracy  against  them. 

There  is  perhaps  nothing  quite  so  des- 
tructive of  one's  self -esteem  and  one's 
convictions  as  not  being  taken  seriously 
And  that  is  the  final  effect  of  the  senti- 
mental view  of  young  people   It  protects 
us  from  having  to  deal  with  the  raw  and 
real  emotions  and  aspirations  ol  people 
who  are  not  just  preparing  lor  lite,  but 
Who  are  living,  living  now   It  protects  us 
and  deadens  them  -  deadens  them 
because  all  their  urgent  sound,  all  their 
lived  and  living  fury  signifies  precisely 
nothing  to  us  Al  leasl,  nolhing  more 
than  a  rather  inept  but  charming  imitation 
of  what  grown-ups  carry  off  so  much 
more  successfully. 

If  I  have  learned  any  one  thing  Irom 
these  young  people,  it  is  the  breadth  of 
their  disenfranchisement.  and  their  bitter 
awareness  of  it.  Theirs  are  lives  circum- 
scribed by  the  restrictions  of  home  and 
church  and  state.  One  of  the  most 
deeply  felt,  and  certainly  the  most 
resented,  is  the  restndion  placed  upon 
their  right  to  full  use  ol  their  bodies 

Nothing  can  persuade  me  that  these 
young  people  I  talked  to.  these  13, 14 
and  15  year-okfs.  should  not  be  having 
sex  with  one  another  They  want  to  And 
they  are.  Furtively,  when  they  can  steal 
the  time,  when  they  can  find  the  place, 
when  they  can  forget  Ihey  are  breaking 
Ihe  law  and  putting  themselves  and  their 
partners  in  danger 

They  know  their  love  harms  nerlher 
themselves  nor  society,  and  they  have 
only  contempt  for  ihe  laws  and  attitudes 
which  would  try  lo  prevent  them 

The  age-of-consent  law  It  is  a  law  we 
must  fight  to  abolish.  That  we  must  be 
seen  to  fight  to  abolish  A  fight  thai  must 
involve  the  energies  and  talents  ol  young 
people  themselves.  They  know  it.  And 
they're  telling  us  Anthony  has  the  last 
word: 
"This  past  year  has  been  a  different 
one  from  years  past,  but  n  has  grven 
me  new  goals  and  shown  me  what 
gayness  means  in  an  anti-gay  society 
It  has  also  shown  me  how  much  work 
is  really  necessary  lo  change  the  des- 
tiny ol  gay  people  and  society    □ 
Sao  Community  Page  lor  Gay  Youlh  Group 
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Theatre 


The  Rocky  Horror 
Show 

Richard  O'Brien 
Actors  Stage  Company 

Ryerson  Theatre,  Toronto 
No!  having  seen  the  original  London  or 
LA   stage  versions  or  even  the  movie,  I 
can  i  say  anything  about  the  relative 
menls  ot  the  Toronto  production  ot 
Richard  O  Bnens  The  Rocky  Horror 
Show   I  can  say  though  thai  this  produc- 
tion was  funny,  clever,  well-performed. 
and  thoroughly  enjoyable  from  beginning 
loend. 

The  story,  m  case  there  is  anyone  who 
still  doesn't  know,  is  about  a  iransves- 
tite  transexuai  from  Transylvania  named 
Frank  n'  Furter  who  has  taken  up 
temporary  residence  in  an  unoccupied 
castle  somewhere  in  America  while 
awaiting  the  birth  ot  his  new  creation,  a 
muscle-bound  beauty,  ihe  Rocky  Horror 
ot  the  title   On  the  very  night  scheduled 
lor  Rocky  s  birth,  a  flat  tire  brings  a  pair 
ol  ingenues  seeking  a  telephone  to  the 
castle  From  there  on.  it's  uphill  all  the 
way  lor  Brad  and  Janet  as  Ihey  shed 
clothes  and  inhibitions  under  Frank'n'- 
Furter's  skilled  tutelage. 

This  musical  has,  mercifully,  no  mes- 
sage  It  is  one  glorious  send-up  of  both 
science  fiction  and  Gothic  horrot  tra- 
ditions, complete  with  a  narrator  in  blue 
blazer  leading  us  through  the  plot's  lack 
ot  intricacy   (The  narralor  was  played  by 
William  Osier  to  sound  like  Robertson 
Davies  pontificating  lor  Ihe  CBC)   Its  a 
send-up,  too,  ol  different  song  slyles  - 
blues,  fifties  rock,  torch  ballads  -  and 
stylists  -  Presley,  Brenda  Lee,  and  even 
Helmut  Berger  doing  Marlene  Dietrich. 
And  ol  coutse,  there's  the  standard 
number  in  which  the  whole  casl  gels 
together  to  fry  oul  the  steps  ol  the  latest 
dance  sensalion   Irene  had  the  Riviera  . 
No  No  Nanette  ihe  Two-Step  ,  in  Rocky 
Horror,  it's  the  Time  Warp  and  it's 
hilarious 

In  spite  of  -  or  more  probably  because 
Of  -  the  show's  aggressive  camp  and  its 
irresistable  music,  the  audience  is  able 
to  accept  its  flagrant  sexuality,  particu- 
larly ol  the  homo  vanety    Frank'n  Furter 
and  his  cronies  not  only  let  down  Brad 
and  Janet's  hair,  Ihey  lei  down  ours  as 
well.  They  do  all  the  work  for  us  so  that 
those  ot  us  who  are  a  little  uptight  -  not 
lo  say  paranoiac  -  about  our  sexuality 
can  sil  back  in  our  seats  and  turn  quietly 
on  because  the  hosl  has  given  us  the 
go-ahead  When  Brad  is  initialed  into  the 
joys  of  homo-sex  and  loves  it,  what  we 
expenence  is  a  mad  fantasy  trip  where 
we  change  places  with  Brad  or  Frank 
(depending  on  individual  testes}.  Our 
attitudes  about  sexuality  aren't  chal- 
lenged intellectually  or  permanently,  bul 
then  Rocky  Horror  never  pretends  to  be 
thai  kind  of  show. 

The  performers  were  almosl  all  excel- 


Brent  Carver  as  Frankfurter  ana    David  Wollo  as  Rocky 


lent  Mary  Tramor  as  Ihe  Usherette  invit- 
ing us  lo  a  Science  Fiction /Double 
Feature  was  like  a  creature  possessed 
as  she  should  be  Kim  Caflrall  and  Ross 
Douglas  were  a  lovely  pair  of  ingenues 
and  when  Mr  Douglas  was  relieved  ol 
his  trousers,  he  showed  remarkable 
pelvic  pote  n  Hal 

Best  of  all  though  was  Brent  Carver  as. 
the  transvestite  Frank  n  Furter   He  was  a 
delight  to  watch  done  up  in  a  black 
peignoir,  garter  bell  and  nel  stockings, 
his  great  painted  moulh  leering  convul- 
sively, he  careened  aboul  the  stage  in  a 
manic  mannequins  slouch  Whether 
racing  up  and  down  ladders,  assailing 
song  after  song  wiih  a  fiendish  guslo,  or 
finally  crooning  a  ballad  to  the  cut-out  toe 
of  his  red  wedgie.  Brent  Carver  was 
magical. 

II  there  was  anything  wrong  wilh  this 
Rocky  Horror,  il  was  David  Woilo's 
bored  participation  in  ihe  title  role.  His 
dumb  beauty  emitled  no  sparks  of  life. 
One  had  the  unlortunaie  impression  that 
Mr  Woito  had  decided  lo  leave  char- 
acterization in  Ihe  dressing  room,  opting 
lo  play  himself  instead.  It  was  a  bad 
choice. 

Director  Eric  Steiner  now  and  again  lei 
the  pace  sag  and  his  blocking  often 
seemed  lumpy  -  why  didn't  he  make 
more  use  of  Ihe  Gothic  fortress  ot  plat- 
forms he  had  constructed''  -  but  the  cast 
and  especially  Mr   Carver  more  lhan 
compensaled.  They  made  us  forget. 

by  Graham  Jackson  □ 


Contributors 


Chris  Foi,  25,  helped  organize  a  union 
(CUPE  Local  1582)  ai  Metro  Central 
Library  in  Toronto  and  later  became  its 
president  She  has  been  concerned  with 
gay  and  women's  issues  since  1970.  but 
calls  herself   not  a  group  lover ' 


Graham  Jackson  is  a  Toronto  wnter  A 
collection  of  his  short  stones,  Gardens, 
was  recently  published  by  Catalyst 
Press. 

Peter  Millard  has  taught  English  for  len 
years  at  the  University  ol  Saskatchewan 
and  is  the  presiden!  ot  Ihe  Gay 
Academic  Union  on  that  campus 

Paul  Troiiope  23.  a  former  theatre 
business  manager  in  Lennoxville.  Que., 
is  a  student  at  Toronto's  Osgoode  Law 
School. 

Vicky  Pullam.  a  member  of  the  Toronto 
Gay  Academic  Union,  teaches  women  s 
self-defence  and  is  wnting  a  book  on  hei 
early  expenences  as  a  lesbian  Vicky  ts 
currently  supporting  hersetl  in  ihe  male 
chauvinist  world  ot  Office  Overload. 

Ian  Young  was  one  of  ihe  founders  of 
the  first  Gay  liberation  organization  in 
Canada.  Ihe  University  ol  Toronto 
Homophile  Association.  A  well  known 
poet,  he  lives  in  Scarborough,  Ontario, 
and  runs  Catalyst  Press. 


Books 


Love  and  the 
Waiting  Game 

David  Watmough 
Oberon.  1975,  $3.95  (Paper) 
Cornwall  exerts  a  curious  attraction  for 
the  Englishman  Although  it  is  geo- 
graphically a  part  ol  England,  that  leg  ol 
land  kicking  out  into  the  Ailantic  has 
always  seemed  somehow  separate  Irom 
Ihe  rest  of  ihe  nation,  and  mysterious  A 
rather  bleak  country  bul  ringed  with  a 
superb  coastline,  it  is  Celtic  territory,  and 
shares  with  Wales.  Ireland  and  Bnilany, 
Ihe  characteristics  which  one  Ihmks  ol  as 
being  typically  Celtic  -  a  rich  poetic 
vision  in  which  joy,  love,  violence  and 
something  dark,  are  all  mixed   It  was  lo 
Cornwall,  after  all,  thai  Tristan  brought 
Isolde  from  Ireland,  and  il  is  there  that 
some  ot  the  mosl  beautiful  of  the 
medieval  legends  are  set. 

David  Watmough  seems  intensely 
alive  lo  the  special  pull  of  Cornwall  and 
recreates  it  powerfully  m  a  series  of 
beautiful  stories  set  there  They  trace  the 
growmg-up  ol  a  boy,  from  early  adoles- 
cence to  early  manhood,  in  an  old  farm- 
house where  life  is  often  direct  and 
always  rich.  They  show,  with  extra- 
ordinary sensitivity,  the  boys  growing 
awareness  of  his  sexuality  with  all  the 
juvenile  treacheries  that  homosexuality 
forces  on  him,  until  he  learns  to  accept 
his  kind  of  love  in  a  larger,  more  mature 
vision.  Two  stories  dealing  with  encoun- 
ters with  older  gay  men  in  closely  rural 
Cornwall  are  told  with  particular  sensi- 
tivity and  with  the  warm  sympathy  that 
pervades  the  whole  book. 

Watmough  is  a  "literary "  writer  His 
language  often  rolls  with  the  same  heady 
lyricism  that  we  find  in  Dylan  Thomas 
("In  the  pitch-pined  primitive  house  of 
worship  I  sat  with  my  brother  Brian    ' ). 
and  the  dark  and  disturbing  Jan,  who  is 
so  important  in  the  stones,  has  lore- 
bears  m  Hardy  and  Emily  Bronte.  But 
that  is  not  to  say  that  Watmough  is  imi- 
tative He  is  ot  a  tradition,  rather  than 
blindly  copying  it. 

It  is  interesting  lhai  Watmough  has 
been  in  Canada  tor  many  years  now. 
These  stories  ot  his  Comisn  childhood 
are  powerfully  nostalgic,  and  on  the 
couple  of  occasions  that  Canada 
appears,  it  is  a  shadowy,  unreal  land  It 
is  an  expatnate  s  book,  but  il  tnumphant- 
ly  avoids  sentimentality. 

by  Peter  Millard  D 


Heterosexual 

Nancy  Davis  and  Jeff  Graubert 
Vantage  Press,  1976,  $6.95 

The  Gay  Question 

A  Marxist  Appraisal 

Bob  McCubbin 

World  View  Publishers.  1976 
I  awaited  reading  Heterosexual  and  The 
Gay  Question  with  a  great  deal  of  antici- 
pation. I  was  disappointed  wilh  both. 
Although  ihe  two  books  could  probably 
not  be  further  apart  in  style,  conteni  and 
orientation,  what  unites  them  is  the  sad 
stale  of  scholarship  and  analysis  in  ihe 
gay  left' 

For  the  authors  ol  Heterosexual,  "the 
forces  ot  the  universe  are  based  upon 
one  fundamental  truth   This  truth  Is  a 
constant  attempt  to  find  definition  for  Its 
existence  "  II  you  can  accept  that  quasi- 
mystical,  idealistic  starting  point,  you'll 
love  Heterosexual.  Il  jus!  gels  better 
and  better 

The  authors'  method  is  dlametrics,  a 
philosophy    where  systems  are  rated  in 
quality,  using  formal  lime  as  a  standard 
according  lo  the  quantity  of  continuous 
universal  antagonism  which  can  occur 
within  the  system  without  creating  funda- 
mental opposilion  to  that  antagonism." 
Using  this  method  they  discover  that 
'natural  human  sexuality  is  pansexuality, 
"a  synthesis  ol  sex  and  communication." 
When  the  sexual  division  ot  labour  oc- 
curred, it  broke  down  communication  be- 
tween men  and  women  and  pansexuality 
became  homosexuality  Homosexuality 
discouraged  reproduction  Men.  who 
were  more  socialized  lhan  women 
(because  of  group  hunting],  saw  the  situ- 
ation leading  to  extinction  and  imposed 
heterosexuality  on  Ihe  unwilling  women 
Sexism  was  therefore  invented 

Today  this  imposed  'love  ol  oppcsiies 
distorts  all  liberation  movements.  There- 
lore,  the  struggle  agamsl  heterosexuality 
is  Ihe  only  real  liberation  movement. 
Gay  liberation  isn'l  liberation  at  all. 
There  can  be  no  compiomises   Homo- 
sexuality is  superior  and  musi  destroy 
heterosexuality  which  lies  al  the  root  of 
all  social  problems   The  creation  ot  a 
party  lo  do  just  that  is  announced  -  The 
Gay  Workers  Party 

The  Great  Homosexual  Revolution  is 
bound  up  with  socialism  The  purpose 
of  capitalism  is  to  keep  the  concept  of 
homosexuality  Irom  Ihe  working  class-" 
Capitalism,  the  love  of  opposites,  musi 
be  replaced  by  communism,  the  love  ot 
the  same 

The  underlying  assumption  is  that  one 
chooses  lo  be  homosexual  The  same 
assumption  thai  homophobic  moralists 
use  The  difference  is  thai  the  homc- 
phobes  say  il  is  a  bad  choice  while 
Heterosexual  says  it  is  a  good  one. 
Both  the  homophobes  and  Ihe  authors  ot 
Heterosexual  are  incapable  of  explain- 
ing the  guitt  and  misery  ot  the  closet 
Perhaps  the  guilt  and  misery  are  chosen 

The  solution  lo  all  our  problems  is  lo 
show  the  working  class  the  error  of  its 
hetero  ways,  and  for  everybody  in  the 
working  class  to  become  gay  Hetero- 
sexual proposes  three  demands  to  bring 
the  working  class  around:  "repeal  the 
Marhage  law  -  end  US  serfdom", 
"defend  the  democratic  righl  lo  bring  the 
position  of  the  GWP  to  the  young",  and 
secure  our  right  to  nudity." 

The  whole  book  may  be  a  put-on,  or  a 
sinister  plot  financed  by  the  CIA.  Its 
premises  are  idealistic  and  metaphysical 
Its  conclusions  are  downright  silly.  In 
between  are  a  hundred  and  forty  pages 
Ol  pretension  and  bald  assertion, 
unlinked  by  any  known  system  of  logic, 
and  attacks  on  Gay  Liberation,  Women's 
Liberation  and  Marxism. 

It  is  no  wonder  that,  relalivety,  The 
Gay  Question  compares  so  favourably. 
The  pamphlet  claims  lo  be  a  materialist 
analysis  of  the  gay  question  II  begins 
wrth  a  discussion  of  homosexuality  in 
Primrtrvo  Society,  the  overthrow  ot  matri- 
archy, and  the  evolution  of  patnarchal 
society  and  rekgion. 

Although  its  approach  lo  the  problem 
is  far  clearer  and  more  logical  than  the 
speculative  meandenngs  of  Hetero- 
sexual, The  Gay  Queetlon  tnes  to 
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paper  Over  the  holes  <n  Engels  1B84 
analysis  ot  the  family  with  the  same  kind 
of  speculation  and  I351  taB 

Neither  book  seems  lo  have  involved 
any  rigorous  study   Neither  has  taken 
into  account  the  wealth  ol  scientific 
material  available,  nor  the  huge  gaps  m 
scientific  knowledge  which  must  be  filled 
before  a  satisfactory  analysis  can 
emerge  The  Gay  Question  does  not 
come  oul  with  any  new  insights  nor  even 
any  new  questions 

The  gay  question  is  far  too  important 
lo  ment  this  kind  of  perfunctory  treat- 
ment In  The  Origin  of  the  Family, 
Private  Property  and  the  State  Engels 
exposed  himself  as  completely  mystified 
by  the  sexist,  bourgeois  ideology  of  this 
day  We  need  a  real  Marxist  critique  of 
Engels,  not  a  cover-up 

After  discussing  primitive  societies  and 
noting  that  homosexuality  has  been 
widely  found  in  them.  McCubbin  stales 
our  main  purpose  in  quoting  the  pre- 
ceding matenai  has  been  to  demons- 
trate that  homosexuality  is  not  alien  to 
humans  living  in  the   natural'  setting  ot 
pnmitive  society ."  The  existence  of 
homosexuality  among  pnmitive  people  is 
supposed  to  disprove  the  idea  that 
homosexuality  is  'unnatural'  or  the  result 
of  a  decaying  society 

This  sleight  of  hand  has  been  used  by 
all  the  liberal  bourgeois  wnters  II  is 
hardly  fitting  to  find  if  in  a  "Marxist 
appraisal"  As  a  Marxist,  McCubbm 
should  know  that  primitive  society  is  no 
more  natural'  than  20th  century  capital- 
ism or  socialism   It  is  a  stage  of  soda) 
organization  based,  like  any  other,  on  the 
level  of  development  of  the  productive 
forces. 

Sexuality  and  repression  can  only  be 
understood  in  terms  ol  their  role  and 
meaning  in  Ihe  social  context  A  homo- 
phobic critic  could  rightfully  reply  that  if 
McCubbin  could  |ustify  homosexuality  by 
ils  existence  in  primitive  society  then  one 
could,  by  the  same  logic,  justify  canni- 
balism and  human  sacrifice. 

Surely  the  Marxist  approach  is  not  to 
repeat  Rousseau's  equation  ot  natural 
and  pnmitive.  That  is  nothing  but 
romantic  idealism 

McCubbin  goes  on  to  discuss  the  tran- 
sition Iror  'matriarchy'  to  patriarchy' 
The  crux  of  the  matter,  he  says,  is  Ihe 
lineage  of  the  children  He  briefly  para- 
phrases Engels  on  the  change  in  the 
power  relationship  between  men  and 
women  due  to  the  change  in  importance 
ol  the  productive  activity  lo  which  each 
was  assigned  by  the  pnmitive  division  ol 
labor  He  then  proposes  that,   "the  men 
not  only  wanfed  their  wealth  lo  go  lo 
their  children  but.    they  wanted  a 
guarantee  ot  possession  ol  the  children 
even  i(  the  marriage  should  end  " 

But  how  could  men  even  conceive  of 
'wanting'  to  pass  down  wealth  to  their' 
children  in  a  society  which,  (or  thousands 
of  years,  had  operated  under  the 
assumptions  of  matriarchal  lineage?  The 
fnar,  would  want'  his  wealth  passed 
down  to  his  sister's  children  not  to  his 
wife's,  Engels  didn't  give  a  satisfactory 
answer  in  1884.  McCubbin  glosses  it 
over  in  1976  and  as  a  result  an  idealist 
want'  becomes  pivotal  in  his  metenalist 


the  question  ol  sexuality  on  the  ass-end 
I  ol  each  one   It  goes  over  the  history  of 
|  Ihe  early  gay  movement  and  shows  how 
]  its  fortune  was  linked  to  the  class 
:  struggle. 

The  important  question  is  again 
1  glossed  over  Why  are  gays  oppressed 
under  capitalism''    In  addition  to  dividing 
straight  from  gay,  anti-gay  prejudice  can 
'  be  used  to  discredit  straight  people  who 
!  sometimes  find  it  difficult  lo  disprove 
allegations  of  homosexual  acts.    No 
'  discussion  of  the  family  No  discussion  ol 
I  the  psychological  aspects  No  discus- 
sion of  sexual  repression  as  a  social 
'  control  or  its  links  with  bourgeois 
I  ideology.  Zero.  We  ve  been  armed  with  a 
I  npe  banana  and  told  to  knock  down  the 
brick  walls  of  capitalism  and  sexism 
Heterosexual  is  a  speculative  fairytale 
I  which  panders  to  feelings  of  intenorily 
I  among  gays  by  saying  we  are  superior  to 
everyone  The  Gay  Question  is  a  differ- 
ent kind  ot  fairytale,  one  that  speculates 
under  a  matenalist  cover  and  tnes  lo 
lack  the  question  of  sexuality  on  to 
classical  Marxist  analysis  without  a  great 
deal  ol  study  of  either  Heterosexual  is 
frankly  idealist  More  blame  must  fall  on 
Ihe  author  ol  The  Gay  Question.  He 
attempts  lo  come  to  a  Marxist  appraisal 
of  homosexuality  by  mixing  bourgeois 
idealism  with  scraps  ol  Marxist  historiog- 
raphy He  has  not  tackled  the  really 
immense  theoretical  and  investigative 
work  that  a  Marxist  appraisal  involves. 
There  is  no  "royal  road  to  science 
Surely  it  is  a  science  thai  an  analysis  of 
gay  liberation  needs. 

by  Tim  McCaskcll 


It  gets  worse  McCubbin  links  sexual 
repression  with  the  rise  of  private 
property  which  dictated  that  women  (and 
children?)  would  be  considered  the 
private  property  of  the  patriarch  and  not 
be  allowed  to  mess  around  with  anybody 
else. 

The  real  reason  why  homosexuality 
had  to  be  repressed  was  thai  the  father, 
having  jusi  won  ihe  nght  to  bequeath 
his  name  and  wealth  lo  his  son  .  could 
not  have  been  pleased  at  the  prospect 
of  a  homosexual  son  who  might  never 
produce  heirs  ol  his  own  "  This  blatantly 
contradicts  the  passage  lour  sentences 
up  the  page  where,  "homosexuality  does 
not  preclude  heterosexual  behavior  lor 
purposes  of  procreation."  Once  again  his 
crucial  point  hinges  on  wishes  and 
attitudes  which  not  only  are  unrelated  lo 
any  matena1  reality  but  are  actually  in 
contradiction  to  it 

After  muddling  the  important  theoretic- 
al and  histoncal  questions,  the  pamphlet 
summanzes  the  main  stages  in  social 
development  up  to  Ihe  present,  tacking 
September 
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I  Know  You  Know 

Meg  Christian 

Olivia  Records.  Box  70237,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90070.  USA,  $6-00 
A  couple  ol  issues  ago.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  reviewing  a  record  by  Cris 
Williamson  released  by  Olivia  Records 
Incorporated,  a  women's  music  consorti- 
um m  the  United  States   I  was  very  im- 
pressed with  ihe  musical  prowess  and 
versatility  of  Cns  Williamson  and  the  pro- 
fessional calibre  ol  the  recording  itself 

I  have  just  finished  listening  lo  a 
record  released  pnor  lo  the  Williamson 
one.  by  Meg  Chnstian  This  time,  I  was 
not  so  impressed,  although  there  are 
some  saving  graces  to  the  album. 

Meg  Chnstian  is  a  leminist  sonq- 
wnier.  guitanst  and  autoharpist.  She 
wntes  and  presents  "women"  music  -  to. 
lor  and  about  women's  lives,  needs, 
strengths,  relationships,  angers  and 
loves. 

Together  with  Cns  Williamson  she  has 
also  produced  this  album  which  I  feel 
speaks  to  the  experience  of  the  lesbian 


most  eloquently  The  love  songs  for 
women,  the  sense  of  solidarity  trans- 
mitted through  the  words  and  the  music 
and  the  dialogue  entered  into  on  the 
album  by  several  ot  the  women,  is  a 
really  moving  and  novel  experience  -  SO 
vitally  refreshing  in  view  ol  our  constant 
inundation  with   cock -rock" 

Christian,  who  provides  her  own 
accomplished  guitar  accompaniment, 
reaches  oul  in  clear  resonant  tones  that 
are  reminiscent  in  poignancy  to  Jams 

The  problem  with  this  album,  however, 
which  takes  much  away  Irom  Christian's 
vocal  abilities  and  the  sentiment  inherent 
in  the  album,  is  the  'act  that  the  music 
generally  is  dry,  pedantic  and 
unappealing.  I  had  difficulty  differenti- 
ating one  tune  Irom  another 

Another  drawback  is  the  tact  thai  on 
occasion  the  words  lo  the  songs  are 
almost  embarrassingly  sophomonc 
She  II  always  be  a  player  on  ihe  balllield 
of  my  heart"  (Ode  to  a  Gym  Teacher). 

Generally,  the  album  is  a  disappoint- 
ment from  the  point  ot  view  ot  musical 
aesthetics,  but  uplifting  Irom  the  point  ol 
view  ol  women  getting  together  and 
expressing  unrepressedly  all  the  feelings 
most  ol  the  rest  ot  us  continue  io 
repress 

by  Vicky  PullamO 
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Loving  Women 

Nomadic  Sisters 
Amazon  Art  Works,  Box  6696. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94101, 
$3.85  postpaid. 

Liberating 
Masturbation 

Betty  Dodson 

Bodysex  Designs,  Box  1933, 
GPO,  New  York,  NY  10001, 
$4.00  postpaid. 
Loving  Women  is  an  exciting  book, 
exciting  because  il  is  the  first  book  by 
and  for  women  about  lesbian  love- 
making  and  because  the  Nomadic 
Sisters  obviously  intended  to  make  their 
tale  of  erotic  travels  delightfully  porno- 
graphic 

I  found  the  first  half  of  Loving  Women 
especially  stimulating  and  illuminating 
This  may  have  been  the  thrill  of  the  first 
contact  since  by  the  end  I  was  quite 
accustomed  to  the  sisters  style.  Or  it 
may  have  been  because  my  lover  and  I 
read  it  aloud,  page  by  page,  with  our 
naked  bodies  pressed  together,  tensing 
and  tightening  with  the  rhythms  of  the 
wnling.  I  suspect  (and  recommend)  the 


I've  never  seen  a  sex-manual  so  loving 
and  so  un-mechanistic  All  too  fre- 
quently manuals  turn  people  (especially 
women)  into  fucking  robots  with 
erogenous  buttons  to  be  pushed  in  order 
to  achieve  SUCCESS/ORGASM   Loving 
Women  is  into  fun.  openness,  and 
pleasure  with  no  rules  except  caring  and 
sharing.  Even  the  inanimate  objects  they 
suggest,  vibrators  and  dildos.  are  infused 
with  a  warm  animation. 

Their  treatment  ol  dildos  especially 
blew  my  mind  The  Nomadic  definition  is 
"any  obiecl  used  lor  vaginal  stimulation 
and  penetration  "  Simple  enough,  but 
what  a  lot  ol  mind  travel  it  takes  to  get  to 
that  simplicity1  Dildos  reminded  me  ot 
years  ol  thinking  I  was  sick,  the  concept 
ol  lesbian  love  as  inferior  to  and  imitative 
of  hetero  love,  dildos  were  the  essence 
ot  'un naturalness'  The  dildo.  anathema 
to  the  liberated'  lesbian.  Demyslilication 
is  a  wonderful  thing.  After  a  little  Loving 
Women  and  some  conversation  the  dildo 
is  merely  an  object  that  could  enhance 
pleasure  -  no  longer  a  spectre.  I  haven't 
bought  one  yet  -  but  do  leel  friendlier 
towards  them 

Reading  Loving  Women  together  was 
a  terrific  loreplay  for  making  love  and 
laughing,  for  talking  about  previous 
expenences  and  hangups  The  book 
gives  a  wonderlully  non-threatening 
impetus  lo  discuss  everything  about 
one's  sexuality  in  a  completely 
affirmative  atmosphere  It's  like  sunshine 
on  doubts  and  tears 

"Going  Down,  Down.  Down"  the 
Sisters'  exploration  ol  cunnilingus,  irritj 
ted  my  sensitive  brain  with  its  over- 
zealous  scrubbing  of  Ihe  cleanliness 
theme.  Perhaps  the  aim  was  lo  reassure 
and  encourage  women  who  have 
accepted  the  myth  ot  dirty,  smelly  cunts. 
I  felt  though,  that  the  exhortations  to 
bathe  reinforced  the  myth  while  not 
enough  effort  was  made  to  debunk  it. 
There  should  be  no  doubt  that  the  taste, 
smell  and  texture  of  our  vulvas  are 
glorious!  Furthermore,  they  don't  warn 
you  that  while  liqueurs  may  be  tasty, 
some  also  sting.  If  so  -  a  quick  tongue  is 
worth  a  dozen  washcloths. 

"Loving    is  a  series  ot  lour  love- 
making  laniasies  at  the  end  of  the  book, 
presumably  one  written  by  each  of  the 
Nomadic  Sisters  I  wish  they  had  put  the 
names  under  the  pictures  so  you  could 
tell  who  wrote  what.  Still  -  il  does  make 
for  endless  speculation  which  is  always 
nice.  I've  never  read  erotic  material 
which  seriously  attempted  to  be  non- 
sexist.  The  stories  were  all  very  attrac- 
tive, very  real  and  pleasantly  exciting. 
Kind  of  a  teaser  to  make  you  want  to 
wnie  your  own 

Probably  the  major  criticism  that 
Loving  Women  might  expect  is  that  it  is 
too  romantic  and  too  exclusively 
concerned  with  couples  There  is  no 
mention  of  even  the  possibility  ol  more 
than  two  women  at  a  time  exploring  each 
other's  sexuality  and/or  making  love. 
This  could  be  considered  cow n right  puri- 
tanical by  some  and  is  certainly  an  over- 
sight. However,  many  ot  us  are  just  re- 
covering from  insisting  that  our  sexuality 
-  even  in  fantasy  -  be  politically  cor- 
rect Against  this  background  the  Sisters' 
fnendly  romanticism  is  charming  and  re- 
freshing rather  than  a  cause  10  take  up 
arms.  Perhaps,  though,  it  is  another 
reason  why  the  chapter  on  Masturbation 
is  the  best  -  no  flaws  at  all. 

The  illustrations  in  Loving  Women  are 
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available  from  the  arDsl  in  a  separate 
portfolio  thus,  they  deserve  a  separate 
mention  here  t  wish  I  could  rave  about 
them  but.  unfortunately.  I  tound  Ihem 
quite  ordinary  They  are  in  no  way 
ottensrve  but  tacked  even  the  lite  ol  the 
front  and  bar*  cover  photographs 
Certainly  they  did  not  convey  eroticism  at 
the  same  strong  level  as  the  wnting  in 
Loving  Women    I  don't  think  they  could 
stand  alone  as  art.  They  are,  however,  a 
pleasant  enough  pari  ot  Ihe  whole 

Liberating  Masturbation  by  Betty 
Dodson  is  quite  different  from  Loving 
Women  though  the  subject  matter  is 
similar  For  loving  women,  the  sell  IS 
always  the  logical  place  lo  start. 

The  graphics  in  Liberating  Mastur- 
bation are  outstanding  -  especially  the 
centre  section  on  open  vulvas  or  "spirt 
beaver   as  Ms  Dodson  puts  it.  They  are 
worth  the  pnce  ol  ihe  book  alone  and 
here  I  wish  they  were  available  as 
separate  prints  Maybe  I'll  cut  Ihem  out. 
moun!  them  (oh,  delicious  thought)  and 
place  them  round  my  bed.  reading  chair 
and  kilchen.  Betty  Dodson  is  very  con- 
cerned with  (and  devotes  a  whole 
chapter  to)  "Becoming  Cunt  Positive" 
and  these  graphics  form  a  beautiful  part 
ol  that  goal. 

The  book  as  a  whole  is  excellent  - 
nearly  flawless.  Unlike  Loving  Women  it 
is  very  political  and  attempts  lo  integrate 
masturbation  into  Ihe  broader  political 
context:    sexual  liberation  was  crucial  to 
women's  liberation  and  masturbation  is 
crucial  lo  sexual  liberation  and  the 
destruction  of  paralyzing  sexual  roles  " 

Women's  Liberation  has  long  acknowl- 

Jged  Ihe  Iruth  ol  this  slalement  bul  nol 
until  Liberating  Masturbation  has 
masturbation  been  so  thoroughly 
explored. 

Unfortunately.  In  my  opinion,  the 

iriousness  of  the  politics  seems  to  have 
made  Liberating  Masturbation  a  less 
loving  book  lhan  Loving  Women  and  a 
little  more  mechanistic.  The  importance 
ol  loving  oneself  on  all  levels  is  stressed 
but  somehow  the  activity     comes 
across  more  as  a  workout  lhan  love- 
making. 

This  may  be  appropriate  One  ot  Ms. 
Dodson  s  main  aims  is  lo  eliminate  that 
crippling  disease  -  romantic  love.  This  is 
especially  senous  business  since  Ihe 
book  is  directly  pn manly  at  heterosexual 
women.  As  you  at)  know,  you  have  lo 
work  twice  as  hard  when  dealing  wilh  a 
male  lover  since  his  coopefafion  is  an 
unknown  laclor   In  most  cases,  men  do 
not  share  the  same  goals  as  femmisls. 
However,  if  your  lover  is  another 
feminist,  you  might  catch  romantic 
diseases  but  they're  not  usually  fatal. 
There  is  usually  a  common  image  ot  the 


healthy  state,  and  cooperation  and  under 
standing  in  working  towards  it   Much  of 
ihe  coldness  of  Liberating 
Masturbation  would  disappear  if  Ms 
Dodson  could  have  assumed  that  one  s 
next  sexual  partner  would  be  another 
loving  woman. 

Liberating  Masturbation  is  concerned 
with  'working  out'  on  many  levels  be- 
sides the  necessary  elimination  ol 
romantic  love  Ms.  Dodson  is  extremely 
concerned  with  the  flabby  mess  that 
most  of  us  females  have  been  con- 
ditioned to  become  She  warns  ol  the 
dangers  of  food  addiction  and  Ihe 
importance  of  a  healthy  (for  her  - 
non-meat,  non-sugar,  etc  )  diet   Yoga 
and  exercises  from  the  martial  arts  figure 
prominently  in  the  Bodysex  Workshops 
she  has  designed.  She  bemoans  the  fact 
that  most  women  can't  keep  up  pelvic 
thrusting  tor  more  lhan  3  minutes  without 
flagging.  One  ol  her  goals  is  lo  build  up 
heterosexual  women  lo  the  poini  where 
l hey  are  no  longer  dependent  on  men 
and  can,  if  they  so  choose,  pick  a  man 
up  and  "run  the  fuck'  themselves.  Bravo! 
Heterosexual  women  have  been  iemmy' 
long  enough. 

My  favounte  aspect  ol  Liberating 
Masturbation  (besides  the  graphics1!  is 
Betty  Dodson's  presentation  ot 
information   Each  chapter  is  a  story  ol 
how  she  herself  reached  a  particular 
stage   Instead  ot  being  told  what  lo  do. 
we  are  simply  given  the  information  and 
left  free  to  do  with  it  what  we  will.  This 
lack  of  authontarianism  is,  to  me.  the 
essence  of  feminism. 

Another  wonderfully  lemimsl  aspect  is 
Betty's  sharing  of  her  Bodysex  Work- 
shops. There  are  diagrams  of  all  the 
exercises  and  a  complete  explanation  ol 
Ihe  activities  and  thought  in  each  work- 
shop Using  Liberating  Masturbation  as 
a  guide,  any  woman  could  get  together  a 
couple  ol  friends  and,  hopefully,  expen- 
ence  all  the  benefits  of  one  of  Ms. 
Dodson's  workshops.  This,  loo,  is  the 
feminist  way  and  commands  a  lol  ol 
respecl  for  Betty  Dodson  and  her  book. 

Commanding  less  respecl  is  Ms 
Dodson  s  understanding  ol  lesbianism 
She  is  nol  anti-iesbian  but  does  seem  to 
lack  the  ability  to  place  it  properly  in  her 
political  analysis  ol  sexuality.  This 
surprised  me  as  she  seems  so  aware  of 
the  problems  of  heterosexuality.  She 
unders  lands  that  ma  mage  is  prostitu- 
lion,  thai  men  have  manipulated 
women's  sexuality  lo  maintain  Iheir 
social  position  ol  superiority,  lhal  hetero- 
sexuality is  "fashionable";  and  that 
women  must  "lead  the  way"  Yet  she 
never  makes  the  leap  to  realizing  women 
don't  have  to  help  men  and  constantly 
deal  with  this  negative  factor  in  their 


HELLO! . .We' re  lovers, 
Yes,  that's  right... 
Since  Tuesday.   No. 
We  think  there's  more 
to  it  than  that... four. 
Just  cats. . .NEVER! 
two  bedrooms. . . 
Playboy  on  the  toi- 
lette; needlepoint. 
He  does  all  the  cooking, 
I'm  useless  in  the 
kitchen.   Bars?  Well, 
only  socially.  No. 
We  never  read  it . . . 
They're  a  bit  crazy, 
all  that  political  stuff... 
j  Close  the  churches  and  grab 
the  kids... We' re  quiet,  just 
live  quietly;  you  know, 
"Live  and  let. . . "  Yeah. . . . 


Irves.  The  best  she  can  do  is     relations 
wrth  another  woman  can  be  a  reasonable 
alternative  lor  some  women." 
Betty  Dodson  does  nol  seem  to 

ecognize  thai  there  is  a  drtlerent  power 
dynamic  operating  between  two  women 
than  there  is  between  a  man  and  a 
woman.    II  you  are  homosexual  and 
monogamous  the  same  problems  of  Ihe 
romantjc  ideal  will  hold  true     This  rs  not 
true  There  will  be  problems  bul  they  will 
nol  be  the  same  problems  because. 
instead  ol  a  basis  ol  social  inequality, 
there  is  a  basic  equality  from  which  to 
start.  Sexuality  does  nol  exisl  in  a 
vacuum 

This  is  perhaps  Ihe  major  taull  in 
Liberating  Masturbation  Ms   Dodson 
asserts:  "What  should  be  our  birth- 
right becomes  a  confusing  and  desperate 
struggle  and  every  woman  expenencmg 
her  first  orgasm  under  these  difficult 
conditions  is  essentially  a  radical  lemimsl 
the  rnomenl  she  stops  blaming  herselt  " 
1 1  is  true  that  sexuality  is  very  important 
but  without  understanding  the  social  and 
economic  oppression  of  women  by 
capitalism  and  the  patnarchy.  i  e  MEN!, 
women  oould  iusl  stay  home  jerking  ofl 
with  Iheir  vibrators  and  miss  ihe  whole 
revolution. 

This  flaw  by  no  means  damages  the 
whole  book,  nor  is  it  apparent  often 
enough  to  be  annoying  As  Loving 
Women  is  essentially  a  book  for  les- 
bians so  is  Liberating  Masturbation 
essentially  for  straight  women  and  many 
ol  the  differences  between  them  spring 
from  this  source. 

Furthermore,  judging  from  what  Betty 
Dodson  says  aboul  her  own  sexual 
development,  I  wouldn't  be  surpnsed  it 
the  "mutual  masturbation"  she 
somelimes  shares  with  her  (emale 
"sexual  buddy"  becomes  love-making. 
The  joys  of  loving  one's  own  body  and 
Ihe  bodies  of  other  women  are  indeed 
healing   When  Ms  Dodson's  scars  are 
well  behind  her  I'll  be  thrilled  to  find  a 
copy  ol  Liberating  Lesbianism  next  to 
my  treasured  volume  ol  Liberating 
Masturbation. 

by  Chris  FoxO 
Repnntea  from  The  Other  Woman 
(March  -  April,  1976) 
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Film 


Ode  to  Billy  Joe 

Max  Baer  (director 
Warner  Brothers 
Remember  the  Bobbie  Gentry  song  of 
about  nine  years  ago,  "Ode  lo  Billy  Joe? 
We  never  did  find  out  for  sure  why  Billy 
Joe  McAllister  unexpectedly  jumped  off 
the  Tallahatchie  Bridge,  or  why  Ihe 
incident  caused  so  much  distress  in  the 
life  of  a  particular  Mississippi  teenager. 
Those  who  have  been  losing  sleep 
wondering  aboul  the  subject  can  now 
take  heart. 

Max  Baer.  well-known  as  the  genial 
but  klutzy  Jethro  ol  Ihe  Beverly  Hillbillies. 
has  reincarnated  himself  as  a  movie 
director  and  co-producer  lo  convert  a 
passable  live-minute  ballad  into  an 
interminable  and  jusl  plain  silly  movie 
that  is  as  pernicious  as  it  is  worthless. 

Hes  nol  alone,  ol  course.  Someone 
had  lo  put  together  a  plot  ol  some  kind 
to  make  this  sudsy  tear-jerker  work,  and 
it  seems  lhal  Herman  Raucher  (Summer 
Ot  "42,  Class  of  '44,  etc  I  was  only  too 
happy  to  oblige,  after  a  bnel  conference 
with  Gentry  about  her  original  song,  a 
new  version  of  which  was  sung  for  the 
movie.  Baer  even  found  actors  (Robby 
Benson  and  Gtynnis  O'Connor)  to  play 
Ihe  two  leading  parts,  and  got  Warner 
Brothers  to  release  the  whole  thing  The 
effect  is  sordid 

The  way  these  people  lell  it.  Billy  Joe 
was  a  Southern  youth  trying  his  best  to 
strike  up  a  courtship  with  Bobbie  Lee, 
aged  IS  Her  parents'  antediluvian  atti- 
tudes towards  genlleman  callers  (breed 
the  young  couple  to  meet  pnvately  and 
to  conduct  their  budding  romance  m 
secret.  The  two  are  |ust  getting  lo  know 
each  other  when  along  comes  Ihe 
Okobna  River  Bottom  Jamboree,  held  on 
Ihe  premises  of  Billy  Joe's  employer 


There  Billy  Joe  becomes  very  drunk 
and     something  lerrible  happens,  we 
are  told 

Later,  when  the  lime  has  linally  come 
lor  the  two  to  make  love,  and  Billy  Joe  is 
called  upon  to  perform,  he  leaps  up  and 
takes  otl  lor  the  woods  with  an  agonized 
yelp  After  much  coaxing  he  lells  Bobbie 
Lee  that  he  can't  make  love  with  her 
because  he  made  it  wilh  a  man  after  the 
country  fair  -  a  en  me  against  god  and 
nature,  of  course. 

The  next  thing  we  know,  Billy  Joe  has 
thrown  himself  oft  the  Tallahalchie 
Bridge,  and  Bobbie  Lee  and  her  family 
have  been  ostracized.  The  locals  are 
apparently  convinced  lhal  she  is  preg- 
nant as  a  result  ol  the  romance. 

Bobbie  Lee  decides  to  leave  town  until 
the  whole  Ihing  has  blown  over,  and  on 
her  way  to  get  the  bus  out  of  town  she 
runs  into  Billy  Joe's  boss   It  suddenly  be- 
comes clear  thai  he  is  the  culprit,  Ihe 
cradle-robber  who  has  sent  Billy  Joe  lo 
his  watery  grave  for  the  crime  ol  making 
love.  The  boss  is  determined  to  be  a 
martyr  and  lace  the  town,  bul  Bobbie 
Lee  seems  to  have  convinced  him  by  the 
very  end  ol  the  lilm  lo  lei  bygones  be 
bygones.  She'll  be  all  right  After  all,  Billy 
Joe's  dead,  and  she  wasn't  the  one  who 
had  the  dreadful  experience  She's 
normal. 

It's  difficult  lo  imagine  how  a  worse  job 
could  have  been  done  writing  a  screen- 
play from  a  popular  song,  a  silly  idea  lo 
begin  with.  Even  allowing  lor  the  tact  that 
the  story  takes  place  m  the  South  of  ihe 
1950s,  the  characters  are  nol  al  all  be- 
lievable. The  plot  barely  hangs  logether. 
and  the  overall  effect  is  melodramatic 
and  ludicrous. 

But  the  film  has  several  messages 
which  come  through  as  clear  warnings  to 
the  young  people  for  whose  age  bracket 
il  is  dearly  intended.  One  lesson  we  are 
taughl  is  that  seemingly  upright,  trust- 
worthy pillars  ot  the  community  (married, 
yet)  may  turn  out  lo  be  nasty  homo- 
sexuals and  child  molesters.  No  one  can 
be  trusted  Some  of  Billy  Joe's  class- 
mates who  are  portrayed  as  lops  and 
freaks  are  intended  to  be  suspects  in  the 
whodunit,  and  the  audience  with  whom  I 
saw  the  film  were  immediately  ensnared. 
Bul  the  joke  is  on  them.  Ihe  culprit  is  the 
nice  sawmill  owner,  everyone's  fnend 
and  benefactor. 

But  the  most  important  and  dangerous 
thing  this  Film  is  saying  is  that  homo- 
sexual experiences  are  so  traumatic,  u 
pleasant  and  frightening  (hat  they  drive  a 
lairry  logether  young  kid  to  suicide.  One 
night's  experimental  romp  in  the  hay  will 
lurr,  you  into  a  faggot  forever,  and  lite 
jusl  isn'l  worth  living  after  that,  Baer  and 
Raucher  have  told  us. 

In  a  lew  years,  people  may  see  this 
film  on  Freak  Night  at  the  local  reper- 
tory cinema,  and  perhaps  laugh  al  it  the 
way  we  do  now  when  we  see  Reefer 
Madness  or  Red  Nightmare  But.  in 
common  with  those  films.  Ode  to  Billy 
Joe  was  meant  seriously.  The  producers 
have  cynically  made  a  film  designed  to 
reach  the  under- 1 6  group  and  inculcate 
them  -  but  good  -  with  the  homophobia 
that  serves  society  s  purposes  in  keeping 
us  oppressed 

by  Paul  TrolkxpeLJ 
September 


The  Coalition 
for  Gay  Rights 
in  Ontario 

bnngs  together  15  gay  groups 
across  the  province  io  fight  tor 
our  rights 


Current  Activities:  __ 

1  Committee  to  defend  John 
Damien 

2  Winning  protection  for  gay 
people  under  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code 

3  Preparation  of  a  unit  of 
study  on  homosexuality,  to 
present  to  local  school 
boards 


Wnte  to  us  for  a  copy  of  The 
Homosexual  Minority  in  Ontario 
documenting  discnmination 
against  gay  women  and  men 
Price  $1.50 

Or,  send  more  and  support  our 
work. 

For  Information: 
193  Carllon  Street 
Toronto.  M5A  2K7 
Telephone:  (416)  964-0148 


OUR  IMAGE 
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The  Ivory  Tunnel 


Small  Press  Books 

I've  rust  received  some  literature  from 
that  bizarre  organization  m  Hollywood. 
the  Homosexual  Information  Centre,  inc.. 
most  of  whose  efforts  seem  to  be  direc- 
ted at  attacking  other  homosexual  groups 
Their  latest  release,  a  flyer  called  "The 
Myth  of  The  Gay  Mystique",  denounces 
the   plastic  pansies'  of  the  gay  move- 
ment and  djpelares  thai  homosexuality  is 
a  sex  act.  the  same  as  any  other  anal  or 
oral  activity'  (shitting'  eating?)!  The 
covering  letter  informs  me  thai  the 
Center's  director  is  'the  foremost  thinker 
on  mis  subiect  (homosexuality)  in  the 
world-'  And  I  thoughl  Dr  David  Reuben 
had  that  honor! 
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JANE 
RULE 


,C  ..-.lifted  .lu.r'i   ,iorio  at  Jan.:  Role.  .miliar 

..i  tin  ,1-..  nifOtsttioftheHmrt.TimhNol 

/,..  You  j". I  igoiiul  !>"■  faui'ii.  and  ihc  bcit- 
»lli.v  eoilltlion  reTdcr.  Lediijii  Utugei.  'Cool 
elcat-cycd.  compuiionaii:  and  unsentimental. 
Jane  Rule']  wotl  compares  very  well  witli  the 
bvit  liclinn  beinj;  writu-n  jiiywhcrc."  M-irgjtct 
Laurence.  Ttir  cTohe  dint  Mail. 
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TALON 
BOOKS 

\-.nt.:.;.   ,„  Tonmto    Len^oiM.  SCM.  Bi>b  Millet.  Toronto  Women']  Glad  Day; 
hi  OflMM     Boob  '  muhUiui  Xlaulmtl:  Double  Hool    Androgyny:  iu  Ww  York 


B rian  Allen  Goodrich 


Brian  Allen  Goodrich's  Lost  Among 
the  Found  (£4  25,  Rothgar  Publications, 
Suite  445.  102  Charles  St.,  Boston, 
Mass.  021 14)  begins  with  a  chapter 
called  "Tools  of  the  Trade"" 

"I'm  not  sure,  even  now,  seven  years 
since  I  turned  a  trick,  how  to  explain  the 
reactions  I've  gotten  -  the  awe.  the  fear, 
the  respect,  the  loathing  -  when  I  talk 
about  it.  Hustling.  Even  the  word  has  an 
odd  force,  an  unexpected  fist  in  the  gut. 
Hustler  The  word  conjures  up  lean,  cow- 
boy-eyed kids  in  denim  riding  midnight 
streets  past  bus  stations  and  movie 
theatres.  By  way  of  American  ro- 
manticism we've  come  to  believe. 
Hollywood  style,  the  ketchup  but  not 
the  blood,  the  blood  but  not  the  knife 
wound,  the  wound  but  not  the  reasons. 
Hustlers  are  becoming  as  institutionaliz- 
ed into  the  Amencan  consciousness  as 
the  whore  with  the  golden  heart,  the 
Jewish  mother  and  Horatio  Alger.  John 
Rechy,  in  his  books,  attempts  to  talk 
about  the  hustling  experience,  but  the 
medium  of  literature  demands  distortion: 
romanticized,  larger  than  lite  hustlers. 
static.  To  write  of  my  hustling  experi- 
ence. I  must  fix  the  subpeci  as  though  I 
were  under  an  electron  microscope,  I 
can  show  the  sub|eci  bui  not  its  develop- 
ment, its  process  For  this  I  only  partially 
apologize.  1  came  to  New  York  m  the 
summer  of  66,  a  not  unattractive,  con- 
fused and  unhappy  sixteen  year  Old  My 
reasons  for  leaving  home  were  as  many 
as  the  reasons  why  I  should  have  never 
come  to  the  cny.  My  parents'  constant 
fighting,  my  hatred  of  school  and  my 
awareness  ol  being  gay  all  drove  me 
from  home-  I  was  unwilling  and  unable  to 
deal  with  my  sexuality  at  home  My  one 
or  two  crushes  on  local  jocks  were  for- 
ever to  remain  nothing  more   I  knew  that 
as  strange  and  hostile  as  the  city  might 
be,  my  chances  for  survival  had  to  be 
better  And  in  the  end  that  was  true, 
though  there  were  times  in  those  two 


years  when  I  bitterly  doubled  it 

I  spent  my  first  five  days  in  New  York 
looking  lor  work,  not  knowing  then  that 
inevitably  there  was  only  one  kind  of 
work  for  sixleen-year-okJ  runaways.  I 
lived  on  hot  dogs  and  pretzels  and  lay 
awake  al  night  listening  to  hard-on 
hungry,  middle-aged  men  pace  the  halls 
outside  of  my  six  -do  1 1  ar-a-  night  room. 
That  Sunday  1  went  lo  Washington 
Square  Park,  knowing  (hoping)  that  I 
would  find  some  welcome  there  (High 
School  Joke  Q  -  How  do  you  separate 
the  men  trom  the  boys  in  Greenwich 
Village''  A  -  With  a  crowbar ')  And  so  I 
went  lo  the  Village 

"As  with  any  major  event  in  your  life, 
you  wonder  whai  would  have  happened 
if  you  hadn't  known  so  and  so.  if  you 
hadn't  answered  the  phone  thai  day,  il 
you  had  had  more  money  then   In  a 
vague  way.  I  still  wonder  what  would 
have  happened  if  I  hadn't  met  Joe  in  the 
park.  Looking  back  now  I  can  see  Joe 
I  for  what  he  was,  an  aging  muscleman 
who  usee  his  fists  or  his  knile  when  his 
brain  wouldn't  work  fasl  enough   I  wnte 
that  kindly,  lor  with  the  specialness  of  all 
first  loves  he  held  a  magic  Ihen,  as 
peihaps  now  I  was  to  come  to  know  birr 
as  a  liar,  a  cheat,  a  pusher,  a  pimp,  and 
probably  one  of  the  un kindest  men  to 
walk  the  earth,  but  I  also  knew  him  as 
my  lover ' 

The  hustler  as  writer  is  becoming 
something  of  a  familiar  figure  in  America 
-  John  Rechy,  Dotson  Rader,  the  leltow 
who  writes  those  "Happy  Hustler"  books. 
Goodnch,  like  Rader.  writes  whai  is  often 
called  'muscular'  prose  -  casual  but  con- 
trolled, conversational  yet  keenly  obser- 
vant, taut,  ready  to  move.  It  is  a  stance 
of  artificial  ease,  like  that  ot  the  hustler 
whose  marti ailed  physicality  it  suggests  - 
a  style  I  find  very  effective  and  easy  to 
take  (in  writers,  thai  is,  the  hustler  mys- 
tique has  never  quite  beguiled  me). 

Goodrich  wntes  very  well  in  I  his 
manner  and  can  coin  an  apl  phrase: 
"puberty  Ihe  ultimate  child  molester". 
Unfortunately.  Lost  Among  the  Found 
is  only  partially  autobiographical  prose 
Most  ot  il  is  poetry,  and  the  poems  are 
conventional,  sentimental,  and  high- 
schoolish  (Half-filled  coflee  cups/deny' 
my  leaving ")  of  the  one-word-to-a-line- 
makes-rt- poetry  school.  I  was  pleased  to 
read  in  the  publisher's  handout  that 
Goodrich  is  starting  work  on  a  "gay 
theme  novel ".  My  guess  is  it'll  be  a  good 
one.  He's  an  honest,  gutsy  writer  who 
can  come  dean  about  his  experiences 
without  cynicism  or  mawkishness  But  I 
hope  he's  written  all  the  poetry  out  ol  his 
system! 

Anthony  Candeloro's  contribution  to 
the  US  Bicentennial  is  a  smartly- 
produced  little  book  of  poems,  Offbeat 
Boston  Bicentennial  Bebop  Blues 
($125.  Box  511,  Allston.  Mass  02134)  - 
slight  poems  with  a  good  sense  of  life 
and  imaginative  graphics  by  Peter  L. 
Segal. 

William  S  Burroughs  latesi  is  The 
Book  ot  Breeethlng  ($3.95  .  Blue  Wind 
Press,  1206  Spruce,  Berkeley.  CA 
94709),  a  short  lext  with  drawings  by 
Robert  F  Gale:  "Mixture  of  sexual  and 
hostile  elements  in  the  basic  death 
formula". 

Richard  George- Murray,  whose 
Markings  I  noted  in  BP#22,  has  two 
new  pamphlets  oui:  Patchworic  (25e) 
and  The  Belly  Button  Chronicles  (60c). 
from  Primrose  Apathy,  21  Cleveland 
Place,  New  York  City 

Coleman  Dowel!  s  Island  People 
($12.50,  New  Directions,  333  Sixth  Ave.. 
New  York,  NY  10014)  is  a  novel  about  a 
man  keeping  a  Journal  in  a  house  where 
a  murder  has  been  committed.  It  comes 
with  encomia  from  various  luminaries, 
including  Tennessee  Williams  and 
Warren  Jay  Hecht  who  says  that  in 
reading  it  "we  are  stanng  into  the 
polished  chrome  ol  our  collective  soul," 
whatever  that  means.  At  the  nsk  of 
homfying  Coleman  Dowell  fans  every- 
where, I  can  only  say  I  round  it  one  ol 
the  dullest  books  I've  ever  had  to  read. 

bylanYoungD 
Body  Poiiuc/ii 


GAY 
ALLIANCE 
TOWARD 
EQUALITY 

A  civil  rights 

organization  for 

Gay  women  and  men 


Meetings:  1st  Wed  ea.  month 

B  pm  at  193  Cartlon  Street 

Dances  3rd  Sat  ea  month 

9  pm  at  Church  St  Community  Centre 

519  Church  Street 

Office:  193  Carlton  St  (416) 

964-0148 

TORONTO 


Gary  Drexler 

•Watch  for  new  studio 

opening. 
iComplete  grooming. 

modelling  and  escort 

services. 
■  Qualified  personnel  for 

business  assistance. 

Contact  —  Gary  Drexler 
Gentlemen's  Services 
Dr.  335,  c/o  The  Body  Politic 
Box  7289.  Station  A 
Toronto.  Ontario  M5W  1 X9 


fruit  bread  •  oatmeal  bread 

black  bread  •  white 

whole  wheat  •  French 

cornmeal  bread  •  cracked  wheat 

light  rye  •  whole  grain  rye 

raisin  and  currant  •  brown 

potato  pumpernickel  •  black  walnut  bread 

cheese  bread  •  onion  pizza 

buns  •  muffins 

buttermilk  bread  •  crunchy  bread  sticks 


the 


UPPER 
CRUST 

natural  bakery 

The  Summerhill  Market,  1099  Yonge  Street,  Toronto 


haircultir 
for  men 


11AM-7PM 

MONDAY-SATURDAY  , 

Tel:  691 -8369 

2218  Queen  St.  E. 

(at  Beech  Ave.) 


Cutting  hair  means  more  to  us> 
thon  just  'chopping  n  off  A  cut. . 

ond  therefore  o  style 

should  be  in  proportion  with  your 

face  ond  body  shape,  but  you 

must  be  comfortable 

with  it  ond  like  It 

Jone  Brooks 

ond 

Neil  Toylor 

welcome  you^ 


DYKEf 


The  Coldwater  Dyke 


Image  I 

Jan  touched  Michele  softly  with  her 
lingers  once,  twice.  Michele  moaned  and 
moved,  twisting  her  body  closer  to  Jan's. 
Her  breath  came  slowly,  Irom  deep 
within  her  body  then  quickened  to  short, 
bursting  gasps.  She  grew  taut  and  wet. 
and  clawed  at  Jan's  back. 

Baby,  baby,  oh  baby' .  she  breathed 
into  Jan's  ear.    move  me!" 

And  then,  arched  in  pleasure,  she 
climaxed  -  waves  ot  pleasure  rolled  over 
her  body   She  softened  and  relaxed, 
cooing  in  her  lover's  arms. 

Image  2 

"Did  you  come'' 
"No!" 

Monologue 

Two  fantasies,  two  realities  Duality 
exists  m  the  dyke  world  but  we  often  tail 
to  notice  it  Chances  are  the  first  image 
was  accepted  while  the  other  created  a 
tinge  ol  uneasiness   It  was  spoken  by  a 
coldwater  dyke  -  a  woman  who  lor  one 
instant  was  Ingid.  a  woman  who  tailed  to 
lullill  the  lesbian  image  ol  super- 
sexuality 

Hotwater  dykes  are  everywhere,  or  so 
it  seems.  We  see  them  at  the  bars,  we 
read  about  them  in  books.  They  are  the 
ideal:  the  super-sexual  being,  totally  res- 
ponsive, sexually  strong,  a  good  tack,  a 
pleasant  being. 

Coldwater  dykes  look  exactly  like  hot- 
water  dykes   In  tact,  there  is  only  one 
basic  difference  between  them  -  accep- 

You  see,  i(  is  quite  easy  to  accept  the 
image  o'  the  hotwater  dyke   l(  is  our  per- 
vading lesbian  image   No  one  wants  to 
be  a  coldwater  dyke   Everyone  wants  to 
be  hot  -  or  appear  so 

It  is  about  time  the  myth  ot  lesbian 
super-sexuality  was  broken.  Fngtd 
lesbians  do  exist   In  tact,  n  is  possible 
that  most  lesbians  have  experienced 
frigidity  at  one  time  or  another 

What  is  (rigidity7  According  to  Masters 
and  Johnson,  frigidity  is 
A  loosely  applied  term  used  to  express 
female  sexual  inadequacy,  ranging 
fromjhe  Freudian  concept  I  inability  to 
achieve  orgasm  through  coition)  to  any 
level  of  sexual  response  considered  to 
be  unsatisfactory  by  either  the  in- 
dividual female  or  her  partner  on  any 
particular  occasion 

Fngidity  is  not  a  curse   It  is  an  inability 
to  reach  one's  accepted  level  ot  sexual 
response,  whether  that  be  orgasm, 
tingling  toes  or  goose  bumps  As  the 
quotation  states,    it  is  a  loosely  applied 
term",  but  lo  a  number  ol  worpen  it  is  a 
persistent  reality 

Too  often,  as  lesbians,  we  accept  the 
fact  that  lesbianism  is  somewhat  like 
sexual  nirvana  Everyone  is  cool  (mean- 
ing hot).  In  the  land  of  dykes,  making 
love  is  always  satisfying,  sleeping  with 
men  is  less  rewarding,  and  we  ail  get  it 
on  with  great  regularity   If  we  could 
breed,  we  d  propagate  at  a  rate  alarming 
lo  rabbils  and  other  fuzzy  creatures 

Well.  Irankly  speaking,  we  re  fooling 
ourselves.  Hotwater  dykes  represent  the 
quintessential  dyke  image  we  perpelually 
promote   We  promote  ii  out  of  the  tear  of 
accepting  Ihe  imperfection  mat  occurs  in 
our  sexual  lives   It  is  an  ideal  lo  strive 
tor,  but  not  to  blindly  accept  As  lesbians 
we  are  not  immediately  the  perfect 
sexual  creatures  we're  made  out  lo  be 
We  have  hang-ups,  and  frustrations  too, 
and  it's  about  time  we  concentrated  on 
the  coldwater  dyke  in  ourselves  Once 
we  reah2e  our  weaknesses  we  can  start 
to  improve  upon  them 

Who  do  we  want  to  be  like?  Do  we 
want  to  be  like  Jan  or  Michele.  or  do  we 
inhabit  the  position  of  the  anonymous, 
frigid  lesbian9  Apparently  no  one  wants 
to  be  frigid   and  few  lesbians  want  to 


realize  fngidity  By  "realizing  frigidity".  I 
do  not  mean  we  must  experience  it  We 
must  understand  it 

Frigidity  is  very  frustrating,  and  it  is 
even  more  frustrating  when  it  is  treated 
as  a  disease  Tension  -  emotional, 
mental  or  physical  -  can  cause  it.  So  can 
frustration  and  pressure  The  coldwater 
dyke  needs  understanding  -  not  more 
pressure  to  perform,  in  a  relationship, 
ihe  pressure  lo  come,  to  be  sexually 
gratified  can  sometimes  overshadow  the 
relationship  itself  to  the  point  where  Ihe 
coldwaler  dyke  begins  to  leel  interior  to 
her  lover  and  becomes  even  more  tense 
each  successive  time  she  makes  love. 
The  hotwater  dyke  wants  to  please  her 
lover  to  Ihe  point  where  nothing  else 
seems  to  matter  They  begin  lo  drift 
apart,  to  Fight,  lo  cry. 

No  one  tells  women  how  lo  make  love 
to  other  women  At  least,  mothers  don't 
relate  this  inlormation  to  their  daughters 
We  must  learn  how  lo  make  love   Few 
people  gain  sexual  skills  of  any  sophis- 
tication the  first  time  they  make  oul   I!  is 
a  process  of  continual  learning,  and  it  is 
Iherelore  quite  unrealistic  to  assume  we 
can  become  good  lovers  by  some  sort  of 
osmosis.  It  lakes  time,  energy  and 
patience 

I  have  been  frigid,  so  have  other 
women   Frigidity  is  not  tun   It  is  one  of 
Ihe  last  topics  dykes  discuss   Frigidity 
does  nol  mix  well  with  the  amazon 
image  of  lesbians  We  must  be  lough 
and  sexual  When  we  are  Hurt  by  a 
relationship,  the  myth  says  we  must 
bounce  back  up  again  ready  lor  the  next. 
Celibacy  is  rare  -  or  so  it  seems,  Fresh 
blood,  new  lesbians,  are  constantly  being 
snatched  up  by  the  women  of  amazonia 
and  initiated  as  quickly  as  possible.  A 
great  sexual  pressure  exists  in  us.  Un- 
lortunalely,  we  are  too  caught  up  in  it. 
We  try  lo  realize  our  sexuality  without  a 
basic  lesbian  perception  of  humanity. 
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Humanity?  Now  what  is  that  doing 
here?  It  is  certainly  nol  somelrimg  dykes* 
commonly  discuss.  But  then,  neither  is 
(rigidity   There  are  many  things  we  have 
yet  to  learn  and  experience,  many  things 
,     have  to  lie  together  constantly  to 
"ma  liveable  dyke  philosophy 

The  dyke  community,  unlike  straight 
society,  is  not  bound  by  socially  sanc- 
tioned arrangements  like  marriage  or 
ideals  like  fidelity  Our  code  ot  ethics  is 
virtually  non-existent  We  tend  to 
fantasize  from  our  image  ot  the  hotwater 
dyke  and  ignore  our  coldwater  shadow 
Sexual  consumerism,  short-term  affairs 
seem  to  predominate  among  us.  Com- 
mitment becomes  a  dangerous  choice  It 
is  tempting  lo  be  with  as  many  women  as 
possible  Monogamy  appears  boring 
What  do  we  really  want?  Do  we  really 
know? 

When  we  reach  -to.  will  we  all  be  cold- 
water  dykes,  tired  and  incapable  ot  being 
understood? 

by  Kate  Mlddleton  (lukewarm)Q 
September 


NEWI 


Gay  psychologist 
dies  at  33 

Marti  Freedman.  a  San  Francisco  gay 
actrvis!  and  com  no  ui  or  to  The  Body 
Politic   died  on  July  21  alter  suffering 
complications  which  resulied  Irom  a 
severe  case  ol  hepatitis  He  was  33 

The  last  article  Marti  wrote  for  us  was 
published  m  issue  #  24  It  concerned 
aspects  of  (he  phenomenon  of  homo- 
phobia -  I  he  itralional  fear  of  homo- 
sexuals, a  concept  which  he  helped 
popularize 

Once  during  a  conversation,  he  lold 
me  thai  he  believed  m  ihe  importance  of 
popular  education,  and  his  writing 
re  Heeled  this  concern 

He  was  an  academic,  and  held 
a  doctoral  degree  in  psychology,  but  he 
attempted  whene  er  possible  to  trans- 
late the  |argon  ol  nis  discipline  into 
understandable  prose 

Besides  his  writing  tor  gay  periodicals 
and  the  publication  of  two  books  (with  a 
third  m  progress  at  the  time  ol  his 
death),  his  most  important  effort  in  the 
area  ol  popular  education  was  an  article 
in  the  highly  influential  monthly 
magazine.  Psychology  Today  Along 
with  others  Marti  had  finally  pressured 
that  publication  to  print  in  rls  March  197S 
issue  his  article  on  homosexual  psycho- 
logical functioning  entitled    Far  Irom 
Illness  Homosexuals  May  Be  Healthier 
Than  Straights' 

Through  this  endeavour  he  no  doubi 
reached  scores  ol  readers,  both  gay  and 
straight,  who  might  not  otherwise  have 
ever  read  anything  positive  about  homo- 
sexuality There  was  criticism,  much  of  n 
Irom  other  gay  aclivisl  scholars,  that  his 
analysis  was  loo  simplistic    Because  it 
reached  so  many  people  with  the 
message  lhatgays  are  nol  psychologically 
marred,  it  transcended  whatever  its 
theoretical  failings  mighi  have  been 

As  a  community,  me  should  nol  lamen 
the  passing  ol  a  gay    hero   or  authority 

homosexuality,  but  the  demise  of  a 
Brother  and  comrade  in  arms  For  me. 
is  represents  the  first  time  an  openly 
gay  person  v  Liom  I  have  known  has 
died,  and  I  can  not  help  bul  think  some- 
how that  is  significant 

I  pause  lo  remember  Mark  and  his 
contribution  to  our  struggle  And  lo  rene* 
the  resolve  to  continue  il 

by  Herbert  Spiers  L 


Ontario 


Ontario  Socreds 
approve  gay  rights 

Al  a  policy  convention  held  July  24  in 
Timmms  the  Social  Credit  Party  ol 
Ontano  voted  lo  endorse  most  of  Ihe 
demands  ol  Ihe  Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights 
in  Ontario.  The  decision  flies  in  the. face 
ol  Ihe  explicii  a nti -homosexual  policy  ol 
Ihe  Social  Credit  Party  ol  Canada  and 
sets  the  stage  lor  a  conlrontation  be- 
tween the  provincial  and  lederal  parties 
in  September 

A  resolution  passed  by  the  conven- 
tion says    this  party  endorses  those 
legislative  changes  advocated  by  Ihe 
Coalition  ol  Gay  Rights  m  C"\ano     The 
tundamemal  demand  ol  the  Coatilion  is 
the  inclusion  of  the  ferm  sexual 
orientation  in  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code  lo  provide  protection  against  dis- 
crimination lor  gay  people 

The  convention  also  voted  to 
recognize  the  National  Social  Credit  Gay 
Caucus  and  condemned  anti-homo- 
sexual statements  made  by  federal 
Social  Credil  MP  Armand  Caouette  and 
Rene  Matte  (see  The  Body  Politic 
#25) 

Last  May  22  Ihe  executive  ol  the 
lederal  party  overturned  a  favourable 
stand  on  gay  nghts  laken  by  the  Ontario 
leadership  in  March   II  also  expelled  all 
known  members  ol  the  Gay  Caucus 

A  confrontation  between  the  provincial 
and  federal  parties  on  the  gay  issue  is 
expected  at  a  meeting  ol  federal  party 
representatives  scheduled  tor  Hamilton 
Seplember  25 

by  Ken  Popertn 


Seminar  looks  at  gays  in 
J  education 

I  Up  lo  two  hundred  people  attended  a 
I  Natxxial  Seminar  on  Homosexuals  in 
]  Education  at  Melbourne  University 
sponsored  by  the  Australian  Union  of 
Students  on  Ihe  weekend  ol  June  26  & 
27  The  seminar  was  organized  by  an 
open  collective  ol  lesbians  and  male 
homosexuals  attached  lo  ihe  Women  s 
Department  of  the  Union 

The  aim  ol  the  seminar  was  to  expioie 
ways  ol  combatting  ihe  anti-homosexual 
nature  of  the  Australian  education 
system  A  workshop  structure  was 
adopted  lo  allow  those  interested  in 
specific  aspects  of  the  education  system 
to  detail  action  for  liberation 

The  meeting  opened  wiih  a  lorum  in 
which  speakers  described  the  (unction  ol 
the  education  system  under  capitalism 
and  specific  instances  ol  discrimination 
againsi  homosexuals  There  lollowed  a 
speak-out  or  general  discussion  which 
stressed  the  exlenl  and  intensity  of 
homophobia 

The  seminar  then  splil  up  into  work- 
shops to  discuss  why  the  education 
system  is  an  ti-  homo  sexual,  problems  ol 
teachers  and  high  school  students,  the 
positive  and  negative  eft  eels  ol  coming 
out,  small-campus  and  small-town  prob- 
lems, and  homosexuals  m  history  and 
art 

The  firsl  day's  session  concluded  with 
a  retrospective  overview  of  the  campaign 
for  his  reinstatement  by  Mike  Clohesy, 
secretary  of  Ihe  New  South  Wales 
branch  of  the  Campaign  Againsi  Moral 
Persecution,  who  was  sacked  lasl  year 
by  the  Catholic  Education  Board  m 
Sydney  lor  being  publicly  homosexual 
There  was  also  an  account  ol  the  ex- 
pulsion -  through  (ailing  exams  -  o(  two 
male  homosexuals  (rom  the  North 
Brisbane  College  ol  Advanced  Educaiion 
in  Bnsbane  last  year 

The  seminar  reassembled  lafe  on 
Sunday  morning  for  more  workshops 
These  covered  Ihe  usefulness  of  protec- 
live  unions  such  as  studeni  unions  and 
teachers  unions,  gay  studies  courses, 
campus  campaigns,  ihe  use  of  accusa- 
tions ol  pederasty  as  a  weapon  againsi 
homosexuals,  and  the  organizing  of 
homosexual  groups  on  campus 

The  (mal  general  meeting  ol  the 
seminar  endorsed  a  number  of  demands 
related  lo  homosexuals  within  the 
educaiion  system  In  particular,  the 
assembly  voted  to  affirm  the  sexual 
rights  ol  youth  and  called  on  teachers 
unions  (o  uphold  those  rights 

The  seminar  also  decided  to  revitalize 
the  Gay  Teache/s  Groups  in  Melbourne 
and  Sydney  and  establish  a  similar  group 
m  Adelaide,  lo  establish  a  gay  studies 
course  newsletter  in  coniunction  with 
Speaking  Volumes,  the  Australian 
homosexual  movement  newsletter 
published  by  the  Doctor  Duncan  Revolu- 
tion Bookshop  m  Adelaide:  to  campaign 
against  the  use  of  medical  examinations 
by  state  governments  to  discriminate 
against  homosexual  Iramee  teachers; 
and  to  prepare  an  information  kit 
outlining  how  lo  organize  homosexual 
groups  and  campaigns  on  campus,  how 
to  organize  conlerences  and  seminars 
and  where  to  find  available  resources 

by  Craig  Johnston  □ 


Thanks  for  caring 


Last  February  we  told  you 
m  a  full-page  in  The  Body 
Politic  that  we  needed 
money   It  was  pari  of  a  fund- 
raising  drive  to  get  Pink 
Triangle  Press  off  the  ground 
The  press  is  a  non-profit 
publishing  association  for  the 
gay  community.  We  wanted 
the  money  for  many  things: 

•  to  publish  The  Body  Politic 
more  frequently 

•  to  move  from  our  cramped 
quarters  to  a  larger  office 

•  to  pay  for  posters,  pamph- 
lets and  buttons 

•  to  give  the  Canadian  Gay 
Archives  a  home 

It  was  a  bit  of  a  gamble. 
What  tf,  after  all  Ihe  fanfare, 
all  we  got  was  50c  and  a  sub- 
way token?  What  if  nobody 
cared? 

We  needn't  have  worried. 
People  did  care  To  the  tune 
of  £3,600.  That's  how  much 
we  were  given  to  keep  us 
going. 


The  drive  is  over  now.  but  if 
you  forget  to  send  your 
donation  in,  we'll  be  asking 
again  next  year.  Liberation 
never  makes  a  profit. 

Thanks  to  the  success  ot 
the  drive,  we  are  able  to 
make  Ihe  following  announce- 
ment 

We're  going  monthly! 

That  means,  starting  with 
this  issue,  you  can  expect  to 
see  a  new  Body  Politic  10 
times  a  year  That's  every 
month  except  two,  when  there 
will  be  fat  double  issues: 
July/August  and 
December/January  {We 
need  a  break  too!) 

The  Our  Image  pull-out 
supplement  will  appear  every 
second  issue  beginning  in 
October.  Alternate  issues,  like 
this  month's  will  contain  a 
shortened  version  ot  Our 
Image  with  a  stress  on 
popular  media* 
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;anadian      lesbian 
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Correction 

Last  issue   Dykes  contained  a  slalemeni 
by  Wages  Due  Lesbians  ol  the  Wages 
for  Housework  Campaign  The  first  sen- 
tence ot  "he  seventh  paragraph  said  the 
Campaign  s    fighl  lor  Ihe  recogniiion  ot 
all  our  capitalist  work  is  the  fighf  tor 
power  to  refuse  the  discipline  of  thai 
work,  especially  the  discipline  of  homo- 
sexuality    This  lasl  phrase  should,  of 
course,  have  read:    the  discipline  ot 
heferosexuality 

Also,  in  ihe  9th  paragraph,  the  follow- 
ing sentence  appeared     We  know  lhat 
gay  men  think  il  s  hard  lor  them  to  come 
out  on  the  job,  bul  lesbian  women  have 
a  hard     time  finding  and  keeping  Ihe 
lowest  paid  jobs,  even  when  we  slay  in 
the  closet     This  has  been  amended  to 
We  know  lor  example  it  s  hard  tor  gay 
men  to  come  out  on  the  job,  but  lesbian 
women 
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John  Damien 

Help  him 
in  our  fight. 

Make  cheques  payable  to: 
the  Committee  To  Defend 

John  Da  mien 
Box  117,  Stn  V 

Toronto,  Ont. 


NOW  *♦ 
MONTHLY 

The  nail  Body  Politic  will  be  out  OctoMf  1. 
Body  Polltlc/21 


CLAiflflED 


We  welcome  your  ads. 

Advertising  rates  are:  toe  per  word  tor  individuals 
and  30c  per  word  tor  business  and  commercial  enter- 

II  you  do  not  wish  10  use  your  own  address,  asltus 

asstqn  you  a  drawer  number.  We  will  forward  replies      hungdl5C,ee,0,of« 

you  once  a  week.  We  charge  $1  per  ad  per  issue  tor     raanaor  ">" 
this  service.  ,  . 

We  reserve  Ihe  nght  to  edit  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Deadline  lor  classified  ads  for  next  issue  (#27)  is 
Sept.10/76 

All  replies  to  ads  listing  a  drawer  number  should  be 
addressed  c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289.  Stn.  A, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9  Please  mark  the  drawer 
number  on  the  OUTSIDE  ol  the  envelope. 


EBIENDS^ 


MALE,  32.  slim  and  goodlookin 
wants  lo  meal  same,  18-32,  wh 
visiting  BC  and  Alberta  soon  Plea 
reply  with  facial  photo  lo  Da1 
Contrail,  142  Chester  Street  Gra 
I  CA9594SJJJ_S_A 

THUNDER  BAY 
ATTRACTIVE,  sensitive  protestor 
33.  university  grad.  B'lQW,  1 


WANTED,  by  undereiantjmg  bui  stnd 
master. slaves2I-35  Musi  obey  conv 
pletB+y  Am  not  into  drugs,  etc  Liiwis 
observed  Other  master  welcomed  tc 
en  change  ideas  Photo  a  must 
Drawer  389  _  _ 
MALE  37  5  V 

"  type  ot  any 
bxingm 

parties  Photo 


Dlsknncj. 


Sting  si 


Mori  a 


gem.  honest  &  tnjstworlhy  II  you 
seeking  an  enduring  relationship  tl 
please  answer  this  ad  All  replies 
knowledged  Drawer  370 

HAMILTON 

NON-SMOKER  looking  lor  gay 

Guelph  Preler  age  3F-45  with  si 
Welcome 
icapped    Not  interested 

HALIFAX 
KNOW  SCENE 

iking  boy  interested  in 
go  dancing  Like  to  see  y 
legal  age  in  New  York,  t 
Bo*  57,  Stellanon,  N.S   Phone  1902) 
429-4650  ask  lor  Bob. 
MASCULINE,  altecti 
good  looking,  30  ye 
friendship  in  gay  com 

N,B..andHalila*.NS  Moving 
in  SepI   ' 
camping,  tishing.  cookini 

igenl  and 


athletic  t 

share  a  stable  relationship  w 
lale  Non- 
no  drugs,  etc  Reply  with  photo  it  pos- 
sible to  Drawer  410 
FRENCH  CANADIAN.  36  years  old 
"'"  .165  lbs.  Works  on  construction  I 
el  very  often  in  Northern  Ontario  I 
masculine  sincere  and  discreet. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  people  from 
North    Ontano  as  I  am  very  alone 

a.  Drawer  364  

MONTR  E  AL 

MONTREAL  GAY,  23,  wnter,  58  . 
French  or  English 
bright  long  hair  fnend,  soft  lover  No 
dogmas  With  a  tendency  to  smile 
Drawer  414 

MALE.  35.  62  .  175  lbs,  seeks 
casual  encounters  with  youthful  mas- 
culine age  20-35  Not  into  drugs  Will 
answer  all.  especially  those  with 

photo   Drawer  372 

MICHIGAN 

SUCCESSFUL  BUSINESS  ■:■---. 
livB.  29  handsome,  straight  looking 
and  acDng,  6,  180  lbs  .  hairy  blond, 
Into  bodybuilding,  and  doing  life  with 
style  -  Woking  tor  young  Inend  18-25 
lover  i  am  generous  and  will  provide 
home  help  with  education  ol  nght 
parson  Honest  and  e'pect  honesty, 
your  clothing  may  be  ragged  bui  if  you 
cere  for  your  mind  and  body,  reply  wrf 

photo  soon  Drawer  380 

TORONTO      


MALE,  29,  5  1  5,  150  lbs,  lairty  (II, 
afteclionale.  steady  and  employed, 
part  Chinese,  Toronto  born  &  raised  & 
en|oys  laughs,  li 
movies,  squash,  r 
home  life  Seeks  z 
stable,  masculine  male  tor  a  mature 
and  honest  relationship  Drawer  375 
SINCERE  prolessional  would  like  to 
meet  new  tnends  Am  30.  5,  11" 
Picture  appreciated  Discretion 
assured  Drawer  392 
PERSONABLE  MALE:  wishes  to 
meet  reasonably  intelligent  males  tor 
Inendship,  companionship,  and 
casual  relationships,  bolh  mental  and 
physical    Emphasis  is  on  Inendship 

S'10'  tall.  e!c  I  am  an  engineering 
graduafe  and  seek  friends  from  all 
walks  ol  lite  Although  a  photograph  is 
appreciated,  it  is  not  necessary  Dis- 
like drugs,  and  people 
Drawer  354 


drugs,  B/D.  S/M  a 
appreciated  but 
reply  to  all.  Drawt 
SKI  COMPANION  or  possible  ir 
lor  Leg  amputee  on  fusl 
(track  three  ski)  C-skie  . 
companion  Christian  Bru.  77  Quebec 
Avenue.  #1426.  Toronto.  Ontario 
M6_P_2T4_  Phone  766-9996. 
COUPLE  one  attractive,  lull,  slim,  23 
Other  pleasantly  plump,  young  43, 
successful  business  man  Seeking 
young  man.  16-25  for  threesome, 
sincere  friendship  and.  it  compatible. 

complete  with  all  conveniences, 
including  swimming  pool  Must  be 
versatile  -  like  the  good  life  Not  into 
bar  or  bath  scene,  or  S/M  No  facial 
hair  Photo  if  possible.  Drawer  386 
STRAIGHT  LOOKING,  hairy  guy, 
blue  eyes,  early  30  s  Average  height, 
weight,  looks   Wide  interests.  I  nielli - 

serious  Seakingaman  with  excellent 
physique,  interested  in  mature,  per- 

Drawer  385 

FRIENDSHIP  WITH  A  FUTURE  Pro 

lesswnal,  33.  62  .  175  lbs.  living  on 
own  farm  near  Orangeville,  Ont  with 


bondage  Drawer 


WINNIPEG  Gay  male  student  attend- 
ing NAIT  in  September  76  seeks  a 
roommate  30  years,  56  .  116  lbs 
Want  to  share  expenses  Sincere 
only  Non-drinker,  non-smoker,  no 
drugs  please  or  freaky  people  Drawer 
333 
TORONTO 

EDUCATED  PROFESSIONAL  man. 

early  iiKies.  oilers  his  well-furnished  2 
bed  2  bath  apartmenl  lo  share  with 
younger  man  to  32  Man  sought 
should  be  professional  or  business 
man  with  good  education,  masculine 
appearance,  tidy,  clean  and  com- 
pletely reliable,  with  impeccable  back- 
ground Interest  in  literature,  good 
muse,  some  theatre,  travel  an  advan- 
tage, but  not  essential  Near  TTC  and 
1  Hwy  427  Rent  negotiable  Vacancy 
:  earfy  September  Discretion  assured 
Reply  with  telephone  number  to  PO 
Bpn  37,  Etobicoke,  Ontario. 
MATURE  STUDENT    23, 


September  Prefer  down tt 


i  starting 
n  Toronto 


MALE29YEARS.55 
lit,  sincere,  steady,  affectionate  a 
employed  Pari  Chinese,  born  & 
raised  in  Toronto  Enjoys  fishing, 
camping,  running,  squash,  plus  a 
Quiet  home  life  Seeks  fairly  til,  stable, 
masculine  male,  with  a  good  sense  ol 


relationship  Drawer  398 
26  YEARS  OLD.  long  hai 
largei 


the    good    life    are 
m  looking  tor  an  atfec- 
masculme     person, 
and  40  years  ol  age 
Serious  only  need  apply  Drawer413 
W/M.  fairly  masculine,  nol  bad  look- 
ing, body  fanned,  nol  bad  either,  5'8", 
1 60  lbs  ,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes  Inter- 
ests, his  business,  lennis.  body  build- 
ing, etc .  looking  for  same,  preference 
a  policeman   Phoio  appreciated  and 


meet  young 
ibly  greek 
nably  good 


rear  end  Phone  961-2499 
MIDDLE   AGED   BACHELOR,    shy 
and  quiet  but  affectionate  by  nature. 


young  man.  la 
occasional 
Interested  in 


ilationship  possible.  Wr 
397  and  include  recenl 
and    phone    number 

answered        

SCORPIO,  profession; 


GAY  GUYS  Rooms,  flats,  apart 
ments  Furnished  and  unfurnished 
Broadview-Gerrard  area  (Toronto) 

Phone  Don  465-3287 ' 

PARKDALE  WOMEN'S  CO— OP 
Gay/straight  Huge  old  house  S 
Iriandly  people  Vegetable  garden 
Dog  &  cats  Into  music,  womens  ant 
left  politics  Students  S  workers  wel 
come  S32-61_4_5_ 

GENTLEMAN  will  share  centra"! 
located  townhouse  with  young  malum 
man  Considerably  reduced  rent  ano 
board  in  e> change  tor  household 
chores  Non-smoker  preferred  Refer- 
ences Drawer  406 
RECENT  GRAD  wishes  to  share 
present  downlown  apartment  or  seek 
and    share    new    apartment    with 

student  Drawer  402  

ANNEX  GRAB  YOU?  Single  room  in 
Permanent  bookish  limit-ol-lour  house-hold  Ideal 
:e  to  Drawer  lor  inward  type  just  pasl  the  mad  brou- 
photograph  haha  of  early  youth  Reduced  rent  lor 
All  tellers  student  agreeable  to  light  house- 
_      hold  chores  Phone  921-0454,  7  00- 


7.15  e 


nings 


MARRIED  MALE,  29  years.  I 


180 


r  Can  ofter  ; 


i    lor   ( 


,    Phoio 


younger 

Preler  mm,  ci 
lace  up  lo  mid  20  s  Discret 
tial,  no  heavy  commitmei 
appreciated.  Perhaps  you  i 
and  want  such  a  change.  Write  PO 
Box  3022,  Stn  B.  Re.date  M9V  2G2 
MARRIED  MAN,  52,  intelligent,  seeks 
fnendwithownapartment  It 
you  like  to  hava  adependable  Inend  or 
lather-like  Inend  write  Phoio  welcome 
not  essential  Drawer  409_ 
HOLA  LATINOS  Estudiante, 
Jamaiqumo.  23.  183  cm  dealtura.No 
fumador,  155  lbs  Buscando  a  latinos 
20-30  para  placeres  sensuales 
Drawer  408. 


intelligent  SHARE  2  bedroom  apt  central  Skip. 

. .     e  material  pnone  after  6.30  961-1503. 

advantages  Wnte  about  yourself  and  b"LOOr."spadina       Outel      gay 

enclose    photo     Address    ensures  |ernaje    Sudani  wants  to  share  2 

response    Drawer  396  __  bedroom  with  same    SI  10    Phone 

CLASSIC  SCORPIO,  37,  62  .  175  762-895201  366-1912 

lbs  Has  match,  seeks  candle  Atlrac-  ^XADariBCH .RH 

live  professional,  home-onented  with  SCARBOROUGH 

interests  in  the  arts.  I  would  enjoy  2  GUYS  have  beautiful  3  bedroom 

someone  with  sense  of  humour  and  townhouse  to  share.  Must  be  dean, 

sell-knowledge      Game      players  reliable,  honest  &  straight  in  appear- 

answer  only  il  you  include  game  plan  ance.  Near  bus  in  good  Scarborough 

Bo*  82,  Stn  Q,  Toronto     _   _  location.  Please  call  497-6421  even- 

YOUNG  MAN.  25,  attractive,  linanci-  mqs. _ _ 

ally  secure,  seeks  other  males  121  -30)  OTTAWA 
for  good  times.  Only  those  -""" 


GREEK  PL 

fi)  wanted  between  15-45    ' 
•t  be  exceptionally  well  hung  a 


I'M  A  MASCULINE  6 
year  old,  with  dark  t 
moustache  I  m  into 
nding.  enjoy  walks  anc 
still  like  going  out  oc 


170  lb  22 


Please  n 


MAN  enjoys  emotional  more  than 
physical  love-making  Please  reply  to 
Drawer  391 


45yrs  ol  age  with  great  rear  end. 

p  looking  any  further  I  am 
satisfy  either  straight  or  gay 
o  drugs.  S4M  or  phonies 
mis  is  a  serious  proposition  Phone 
Hal  m  Toronto  at  964-2290  evenings 
No  strings  attached 
LONELY,  professional,  masculine. 
38,  6',  IBS  lbs  ,  wide  interests,  unath- 
letic,  quiet,  shy,  would  like  lo  meet 
someone  who  is  vibrant,  affectionate 
and  alive  lo  help  drag  me  out  ol  the  mi 
thai  I  have  recently  dug  myself  into 
This  is  not  an  ad  for  casual  sen 

Drawer  381 _  

ATTRACTIVE  shy  guy  seeks  buddy 
lor  lasting  mutual  fnendship  intelli- 
gent, young,  nonhairy  gay  (preferably 
very  boyish  looking  with  high  10  )  is 
desired  My  descnplion:  5*11"  160 
lbs .  good  looks,  nonhairy,  excellent 
shape  and  health,  high  I  Q,  consider- 
ate, honest,  forthright,  quiet,  noiv- 
smoker,  nondnnker.  nondancer  My 
interests  include  all  intelligent  modem 
subjects  (science  and  technology 
onentabon),  studious  reading,  casual 
nature  recreations  and  occasional 
movies,  theatre,  chess,  etc  Bo*  204, 

Etobicoke.  Om  M9C  4V3. 

GAYGUY  wants  to  meet  anyone  who 
loves  country  music  or  col  I  eels 
records  Drawer  401 


i.  Nol  a 
The  person 


photo  and  phone  to 

Dtawet  407_ 

HANDSOME,  dark. 


m  looking  tor  should 
ithtul  and  enjoy  lite  You 


gholo  will  be  answered  Drawer  395 
LEATHER  GUY  in  40  s.  good  build, 
enpenenced  in  S/M,  B/0.  interested 
in  slender  or  muscular  guys  to  40 
Must  turn  on  to  being  spanked  and /or 
snapped  Limits  respected  Beginners 
welcome  Bo*  112  Sin  G.  Toronto 
SOUTHERN  ONTARIO 
YOU  clean,  husky,  super  endowed 
Gr  act.  Stud  30-45  Me  clean,  white, 
curvy,  passionate  young  40,  tremen- 
dous capacity  for  passive  enjoyment 
Let's  meet.  Reply  with  phone  number 
lo  drawer  390  Southern  Ontario, 
BuHaio.  NYC. 


COMPATIBLE  person.  25-35,  wanted 
to  share  with  professional  engineer, 
house  conveniently  located  and 
immediately  available  Drawer  412 
MONTREAL 


FOURTH  YEAR  sludenl  attending 
Meg  ill  University  m  September  seeks 
to  share  accomodation  with  level' 
headed  individual  Prefer  downlown 
location  Drawer  394 


**"'"     MANITOBA 


LONELY  RURAL  gay  seeks  Inend  ol 
similar  interests  (physical  and 
emotional)  and  similar  age  or  younger 
Am  32.  considered  good  looking  and 
slim  build  Discretion  essential  Send 


MALE  26.  5  6".  120  lbs.,  avei 
good  looks,  seeks  new  tnends 
lasting  relationship  with  right  person.  I 
am  mature,  intelligent,  torthnght  and 
ahectio.iaie  and  leei  that  lite  is  more 

include  cycling,  reading,  conver- 
sation, movies,  plays,  walks,  quiet 
home  life  Replies  welcomed  from 
compatible  individuals,  mid- twenties 
lo  35,  photo  appreciated  bui  not 

essential   Drawer  404. 

GAV  GUY,  41.  shy.  straight  appear- 
ance likes  to  meet  same,  with  hairy 
chest  lor  gel  logethers  tor  fnend- 
ship plus   Drawer  403. 

TWO  JOCKS  Two  6  fool  locks, 
twenties,  well-hung,  good  looking,  and 
versatile  want  hunky.  well-endowed, 
butch  guys  It  you  re  hoi  and  want 
some  action,  write  wilh  phoio  and 
phone  Bon  357,  Stn  B.  Toronto  M5T 
zy« „ 


tnrt     CALGARY 


Calgary  Masculine  it?  5"9  1 30  lbs 
Professional  person  Travel  occarion- 
ally  lo  Edmonton.  Vancouver. 
Toronto  Interests  include 

metaphysics.  parapsychology, 

outdoors,  denim 'leather,  maybe  mild 
S/M.  versatile  physical  encounters  & 
sincere  hones!  people  All  replies  will 
be  answered   Drawer  384 

HOMES^ 

KITCHENER-WATERLOO  _ 
KITCHENER-WATERLOO  Room  in 
home  with  desk,  kitchen  and  family 
room  privileges,  parking,  near  bus 
$25  a  week  Gay  only,  prefer  univer- 
sity student,  straight  appearance, 
non-smoker,  discreet  type  Photo  and 
descnplion  requested  Bob,  Bo*  21 1. 

K.ilcr-ener 


LETTERS 


GAY  PENFRIENDS  inquiries  invited, 
Jack  Hailing.  Bo*  88O09BP  Hono- 
lulu. Hawaii  96815  INTERNATIONAL 
COVERAGE 

SOON-TO-BE-RELEASED  while  gay 
seeks  correspondence  wOh  someone 
willing  to  offer  advice  and  counsel- 
ling. I  am  a  very  troubled  person  and 
have  no  place  to  turn  Robert  Farmer, 
#112274.  PO  Bo»  37.  Holman 
Statcn,  AL  36503.  USA 


■I 


COMMUNITY  PAGE 


READING 


CSCN 


NSLETTER  -  lor  cwratxius 


,-E..r,qor 


delenrenalion,  ageism.  childhood  se> 
education  A  youth  Iteration  S6  tor  3 
Issues,  bi-monthry,  CSC  PO  Bom 
S164,  San  Diego.  CA  92105  USA 
Checks  or  m/o  lo  Valida  Daviia 
NUDE  BOYS  i  MEN.  all  types,  sues 
S  shapes'  Largest  &  finest  selection  ol 
Gay  dims  and  magazines  in  me  world' 
Guaranteed  Canadian  delivery  Send 
tor  tree  photo  illustrated  Catalogues 
<  Boekwinkel,  Bo«  216.  Vesler- 
brogade    208,    1800    Copenhagen. 


NEWSLETTER  designed  as  meeling- 
» lor  wnlers  and  publishers  Three 
«s.  S2  00  Lifeline  Coban.  On- 
».  P0J  1C0 


OTHER 


GAY    FICTION    MAGAZINE     Gay 

Iranscnpls  of  Quality  work  for  a  new 
quarterly  magai  ne  of  gay  Iction  to  be 
published  in  San  Francisco  next  year 
Eroiic  material  will  be  considered,  but 
to  pornography  or  poeiry  will  be  pub- 
ished  Graphic  an  is  also  being 
iougfil  Send  manuscnpts  or  art  worl* 
o  Gay  Frclion  Magazine,  631  Caslro 
Street.  San  Francisco.  CA  94114. 

USA.      . 

DIRECTORY  ol  Homosexual  Organ- 
isations and  Publications,  published  by 
lomosexual  Inform  at  ion  Center 
Diredon/  ol  ihe  mosl  complete  coilec- 
"""  )l  matenal  on  this  subject  in  the 
world  If  your  group  would  like  lo  be 
d  wnle  H.I.C..  6715  Hollywood 
Blvd.,  #210  Lis  Angeles.  CA  90028. 

NAIAD  PRESS  is  interested  in  seeing 
in  novels  suitable  lor  public  a  I  ion 
Query  first,  outlining  very  briefly  ihe 
general  plol  and  word  length  ol  ihe 
manuscnpl  Enclosed  sell  addressed 
stamped  envelope  Write  Naiad 
Press,  c/o  The  Ladder.  PO  Sox 
S02S.  Washington  Stafion.  Reno. 
NevBda89513,  USA 
HANDICAPPED,  though  ambulatory, 
gay  guy  on  a  meagre  income  cant 


I,-|  in: 


idmg  m 


call  TAG,  964-6600 

PEDOPHILE  LIBERATION  GROUP 

standing  ol  pedophilia  and  lor  the  nghl 
of  kids  and  adutls  to  have  relation- 
ips.  If  you  are  a  liberated  pedo- 
ile.  or  want  to  be  -  write  us  Details 
d  sample  of  our  monthly.  SI  Betler 
e.  256  S  Robertson,  Beverly  Hills. 

CA90211,  USA_  

NATIONAL  GAY  personal  ad  listings 

Publication  for  all  lonely  boys  and  girls 

y  age   Many  nude  photos   Latest 

,ue  and  ad  lorm  SI  00  from:  Broad 

Street  Journal,  Box  337.  Milliken,  CO 

80543. 

COCK  RINGS  Leather,  chrome,  and 
gold  plated  Send  50c  (refunded  first 
'  n)  for  tlyer  and  order  mlonrialionlo 

Sales,   Boi  487,   StouHvitle. 

Ontario  LOH  1L0 


MICI ..  NUDE  MALE,  30,  white.S  11  , 
i  lbs.  wilt  pose  nude  in  person  or 
I.  S2.00  gels  sample  photos  and 
i   Jim,  8o>  t86.  Ml   Clemens. 

Michigan  48043  USA 
THE  AMERICANS  -the  pnson  reform 
j)  looking  lor  action  people  Write 
Donald  Danlord.  2605  Stale  Street. 
Salem,  Oregon.  USA. 


GAY  MALE,  26. 
Florida  Feb    12th  to  191 

0  24   foi 
vacation  Must  be  witling 
expenses.  I'm  mi 
contact     Prefer   masculine  males 

le  phone  no:  to  Ross 
Stephens.  23  Felan  Cres.  Rexdale. 
Ontario.    Letters    with    photo   gel 

answered  jiromptly^  _ 

VISITING  PHILADELPHIA?  Drury 

ne.  great  drinks.   1302  Drury 
Allegro,  1412  Spruce,  three  floors  o 

'nnks,  pamesi 
MY  VAN  AND  I  Our  bodies  availabli 
lor  Irjht  M&H  {Moving  and  Hauhngl 
Interested  In  all  scenes.  Dtscrehoi 
assured  Phone  Keith  after  ( 
925-5702  -  Toronto 
BLACK  STUDIOS  The  Unusual  tr 
Mail  Order  Dept.  BP,  Box  545.  Stahon 
Z,  Toronto.  Ontario  MSN  2Z6 


GAY  INFORMATION  * 
RESOURCES  CALGARY  (GIRC) 
Box  32.  Sin  J 

Calgary  AJberta       . __ 

LESBIAN  DROP-IN 


Calgary.  Atbena 
Wednesdays  8  pm 
(403)  266-2552 

EDMONTON 


CLUB  70' 

10242,  106th  St 

Edmonion,  Albena 

(403)  423-50SI 

GAY  ALUANCE  TOWARD 

EQUALITY 

822S  -  109  Street 

Boi  1852 

Edmonion,  Alberta 

(403)433-6160 

GUELPH 

GUELPH  GAY  EQUALITY 

Rm  221,  Univ  Centre 

Univ   of  Guelph 

Guelph,  Ontario 

Gayjine   (519)  836-4550 

HAUFAX 


THE  ALTERNATE  BOOKSHOP 
Sle  301,  1585  Bamngton  Street 

"ix.  Nova  Scotia 
GAY  ALLIANCE  FOR  EQUALITY 

Box  161,  Armdale  Stn 

■la*.  Nova  Scotia  B3L  4G9 
Gay  ime  {902 1  420-6969 
HAUFAX  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 
5673  Brenton  Place 
Boi  5052,  Armdaie  Sin 
Halilax,  Nova  Scotia 
(.902)  423-0643 

HAM  I LTON 


MCMASTER  HOMOPHILE  ASSOC 

0C1  Box  44,  Stn.  B 
Hamillon.  Onlano  LBL  7T5 
Gayline(416)  527-0336 
The  following  groups  can  also  be 


EUGENES  DISCO 

GAY  WOMEN  OF  HAMILTON 

BI-SEXU AL&  OF  HAMILTON 

'lp_9roupJ_ 


KINGSTON 


KINGSTON  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

200  Montreal  Street 
Kingston,  Onlano 
(613)542-5226 
QUEEN'S  UNIVERSITY 
HOMOPHILE  ASSOC. 

Student  Affairs  Centre 
51  Queens  Crescent 
Queen  s  University. 
Kingston.  Ontario  K7L  2S7 
[613J  547-2836 

KITCHENER /WATER  LOO 
THE  WOMEN'S  PLACE 

42-B  King  Sfreel  South 


Ontan 
-1620 


(Si9)  a 

WATERLOO  UNIVERSITIES  GAY 
LIBERATION  MOVEMENT 

Federation  of  Students 
University  ol  Waterloo 
Waterloo,  Ontario  N2L  3G1 

(519)885-1211  ex  2372 

LONDON 


HOMOPHILE  ASSOC.  OF 
LONDON,  OUT 
649  Colborne  Si. 
London,  Onlano  N6A  3Z2 

[519)433-3762 


MISSIS  S  AUG  A 


GAY  EQUALITY  MISSISSAUGA 

Box  193,  Stn   A 
Mississauga,  Ontario  L5A  2Z7 
MONTREAL 

Androgyny  Bookstore 
12i7Cresceni  Streel 
Montreal.  Quebec  H3G  2B1 
(514)866-2131 

CENTRE  HOMOPHILE  URBAIN  DE 
MONTREAL 
6581  Si  Laurent 
Montreal.  Quebec 
(514)  279-5381 
GAY  COALITION  AGAINST 
REPRESSION/COMITE 
HOMOSEXUEL  ANTI- 
REPRESSION 
CP  36.  Succursaie  C 
Montreal,  Quebec  H2L  4J7 
(514)866-2131 
GAY  McGILL 
University  Centre.  Rm  B-41 
3480  McTavish 
Montreal.  Quebec  H3A  1X9 


The  Community  Page  is  a  listing  of  Canadian  groups  which 
pnmanly  direct  themselves  toward  alleviating  or  struggling 
against  gay  oppression   It  includes  democratically  constituted 
organizations  ol  gay  people;  co-operatively  run  dubs  and 
community  centres;  Bookstores  which  advertise  themselves 
as  sellers  of  gay  and  feminist  literature:  and  gay  penodicals 
Operated  on  a  non- hierarchical,  non-profit  basis 

If  you  wish  to  be  listed,  please  send  the  information  about 
your  group  to   The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  Toronto. 
Ontano  M5W  1X9   Be  Sure  to  notify  us  ol  any  change  in  infor- 
mation already  listed  on  the  Community  Page 


WOMEN  S  PLACE 
327  Oueilene  Ave,  #202 
Windsor,  Onlano  N9A  4J1 
(519)252-0244 

WINNIPEG 

A  WOMAN'S  PLACE 


1 .1 3  l\ 


it  si 


GAYUNE 

c/o  Family  Services  Assoc. 

4515  St.  Cathenne  St  W 

Westmouni,  Quebec 

(514)  931-8666  or  931-5330 

7  days/wk  7-11  pm 

GROUPE  HOMOSEXUEL 

d 'ACTION  POLITIQUE 

CP  235.  Stn  N 

Montreal.  Quebec 

MONTREAL  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH/EGUSE  COM- 

MUNAUTAIRE  DE  MONTREAL 

CP  610,  Succursaie.  NOG 

Montreal.  Quebec  H4A  3H1 

(514)  845-4471 

MONTREAL  LESBIAN 

ORGANIZATION 

3595  Si  Urbain  Street, 

Montreal.  Quebec  H2X  2N6 

(514|  842-4781 

Drop-in  Thurs  8  pm 

Monthly  newsletter 

N ACHES   GAY  JEWISH 

DISCUSSION  GROUP 

Bon  298.  Stn  H 

Montreal,  Quebec 

Ph.  Roy  (514)  738-9003 

Harvey  488-0849 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 
ASSOCIATION  OF  NEW- 
FOUNDLAND (CHAN) 

Box  613,  Station  C 

St  John's,  Newfoundland 

A 1 C  5KB, 


OTTAWA 


GAYS  OF  OTTAWA/GAIS  OE 

LOUTAOUAIS 

Boi  2919  Stn  0  (Mailing  Address) 

Ottawa.  Onlano  K1 P  SW9 

378  Elgin.  2nd  Itoor 

Ottawa,  Ontano 

Gaylme  238-1717 

Business   (613)233-0152 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  CARLETON 

c/O  C4JSA,  Carteton  Univ 

Colonel  By  Dnve 

Ottawa.  Onlano  KiS  5B6 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

254  Cooper  #11 

Ottawa.  Ontano  K2P  0G4 

OTTAWA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

821  Somerset  Si.  West 

Ottawa.  Ontano 

(6I3J  233-2560 


QUEBEC 


SERVICE  OENTRAIDE  HOMO- 
PHILE DE  QUEBEC 
260  rue  des  Franciscans 

CP  596.  Quebec  6 

REGINA 

ATROPOS  FELLOWSHIP 
SOCIETY/ODYSSEY  CLUB" 
Boi  3414 
Regma,  Sask  S4P  3JB 


SASKATOON 


GAY  ACADEMIC  UNION 

c/o  Prof  Peter  Millard 

Boi  1662 

Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 

GAY  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 

310-20ih  Street  East  (2nd  (I) 

Box  1662 

Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 

(306)  652-0972 

THUNDER  BAY 

NORTHERN  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

120  W  Amelia 
Box  314,  Stn  F 

Thunder  Bay,  Onlano 

TORONTO 

CATALYST  PRESS 

315  Blanfyre  Avenue 

Scarborough.  Ontano  MIN  2S6 

COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 

ASSOC.  OF  TORONTO  (CHAT) 

199  Church  St  2nd11oor 

Toronto.  Onlano  M5R  lZl 

(416)  862-1544 

DIGNITY 

Boi  249,  Stn  E 

Toronto,  Ontano  M6H  4E2 

GAY  ACADEMIC  UNION 

Box  396,  Sin  K 

Toronto.  Onlano  M4P  2E0 


GAY  ALUANCE  AT  YORK 

Office.  216  Vanier  College  Res. 
(416)  667-3509.  667-3632 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  CYSf 
Central  Square.  Rm  105 
York  University 
4700  Keele  Streel 
Downsview.  Ontario  M3J  1P3 
GAY  ALUANCE  TOWARD 
EQUALITY 

193  Canton  Street 
Toronto.  Onlano  M5A  2K7 
(416)964-0148 

GAY  WOMEN  UNLIMITED 

199-201  Church  Streel 

Toronto  2A,  Ontario  M5R  1Z1 

(416)  924-3152 

GAY  YOUTH  GROUP 

Meetings.  Tuesdays  at  7 

Church  Sl.  Community  Centre 

519  Church  St. 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

4  Collier  Streel  (at  Yonge) 

Toronto,  Onlano 

(416)961-4161 

HAMISHPACHA  (the  family) 

Gay  Jewish  Group 

1179ABtoorSl.  W. 

Toronto,  Onlano 

Calt  Harvey  960-0053 

or  Don  653-0498 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

29  Granby  Streel 

Toronto,  Ontano  M5B  1H8 

Drop-in/Otfice. 

7  days/wk.  7  pm-midnight 

Church  (416)  364-9799 

Distress  Line  (416)  364-9835 

TORONTO  AREA  GAYS 

Counselling  service 'phone  tine 

Box  6706.  Sin  A 

Toronto,  Ontano 

1416)  964-6600 

TORONTO  TRANSVESTtTE 

GROUP 

Box  6706.  Stn  A 

Toronto,  Ontano  M5W  1X5 

Meetings:  199  Church  St. 

7:30  pm  1st  and  3rd  Sundays  ea. 

TORONTO  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

85  Harbord  Street 
Toronto,  Onlano 
(416)  922-8744 
WAGES  DUE  LESBIANS 
Box  38,  Sin  E 
Toronto,  Ontano 

-  (416)466-7457 

VANCOUVER  ' 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  SIMON  FRASER 
c/o  Student  Society 

Simon  Fraser  Unrversity 

Burnaby,  BC 

(604)  876-4704 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  UBC 

Box  9.  Student  Union  Btdg 

-  Univ.  ot  BC 
Vancouver,  BC  V6T  1W5 
LESBIAN  CAUCUS  OF  THE  BC 
FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN 
Box  4294 
Vancouver,  BC 

SEARCH  (Sooety  lor  Education, 
Action,  Research  S  Counselling  in 
Homosexuality) 
Box  48903.  Bentall  Centre 
Vancouver,  BC  V7X  1A8 

GAY  ALLIANCE  TOWARD 
EQUALITY 

Box  1463.  Sin   a 
Vancouver.  BC 

(604)  255-7820 

SEARCH  COMMUNITY  SERVICES 

1367  Richards  SI.  #301 

Vancouver,  BC 

(604) t 


Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3G  1P2 
(204)  786-4561 
DIGNITY /WINNIPEG 
Box  27.  Transcona  PO 
Transcona,  Manitoba  R2C  22S 
GAYS  FOR  EQUAUTY 
Box  27.  UMSU 
University  ol  Manitoba 
Winnipeg.  Manitoba  R3T  2N2 
(204)  474-8216 


NATIONAL/REGIONAL 

CANADIAN  GAY  ARCHIVES 

Box  7289,  Stn  A 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9 

(416)  863-6320 

COALITION  FOR  GAY  RIGHTS  IN 

ONTARIO 

193  Cartton  Street 

Toronto.  Onlano 

(416)  964-0148 

COMMITTEE  TO  DEFEND  JOHN 

DAMIEN 

Box  117,  Slh  V 

Toronto.  Ontano  M6R  3A4 

LIBERTARIANS  FOR  GAY  RIGHTS 

315  Blantyre  Avenue 
Scarborough,  Ontario  MiN  2S6 
NATIONAL  GAY  RIGHTS 

COALITION/COALITION 

NATIONAL  pour  lea  DROITS  d#» 
HOMOSEXUELS  (NGRC/CNDH) 

CP  2919,  Succursaie  D 

Ottawa,  Canada  K1P  5W9 

(613)233-0152 

NATIONAL  SOCIAL  CREDIT  GAY 

CAUCUS 

Box  1267.  Stn.  A 

Toronto,  Onlano  M5W  1G7 

UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIS^  GAY 

CAUCUS 

c/o  Elgin  Blair 

Box  6248.  Stn  A 

Toronto,  Ontario  MSW  IP6  

PUBLICATIONS 

THE  BODY  POLITIC 
Box  7289.  Stn  A 
Toronto,  Onlano  M5W  1X9 
Sub  S4  50/10  issues 

GAY  TIDE 

Box  1463.  Stn  A 
Vancouver,  BC 
LONG  TIME  COMING 

Lesbian-Feminist  newspaper 

Box  128,  Sin  G 

Montreal,  Quebec 

Sub:  S5/yr 

PEDESTAL 

Lesbian- Feminist  newspaper 

6841  Inverness 

Vancouver,  BC 

Sub  S3/yr 


VICTORIA 

VICTORIA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

552  Pandora  Street 
Victoria.  BC 

(604)385-3843 

WINDSOR 
WINDSOR  GAY  UNITY 
Box  7002.  Sandwich  Postal  Stn 
Windsor,  Onlano  NSC  3Y6 
(519)  252-0979 


School  got  you  down? 


Then  bring  it  down' 


NOW*- 
MONTHLY 


Practically 
for  Peanuts 


For  nearly 
five  years 
now,  The  Body 
Politic  has  brought  its 
readers  some  of  the  finest  writing 
about  gays  available  anywhere. 

Lots  of  news  that  no  one  else 
dared  to  print— the  truth  about 
our  struggles,  our  organizing  and 
beginning  to  get  what  we  demand. 

Features— informative,  contro- 
versial, amusing — that  have  turned  a 
lot  of  people's  heads.  ■ 

And  recently 
a  new  review 
section  dedicated 


15,000 
READERS 


Please  start  my  subscription 
number . 

Name: 


(circled  below)  with  issue 


to  exploring  our 
image  in  the  arts. 
In  the  process, 
WM&        M$k  The  Body  Politic 
W&tfrzlk    has  helped 
to  create  the 
gay  community. 
Gays 
are  no  longer 
just  isolated 
individuals 
without  a  voice. 

Instead  we  are  part  of  a 
broad  national  coalition 
working  to  make  things  better  for 
all  of  us. 

A  community  needs  the 
support  and  involvement  of  as 
many  members  as  possible. 
To  continue  bringing  you 
more  news,  features  and  reviews, 
The  Body  Politic  needs  your  support. 
Won't  you  join  the  community? 
4         It  costs  practically 
peanuts. 

Subscribe  now. 


Address: 


5  issues 


10  issues 


Canada 


1st  class 
2nd  class 


$4.50 
2.75 


$8.00 
4.50 


USA 


1  st  class 
2nd  class 


6.00 
4.00 


10.50 
7.00 


International     Air 
Surface 


10.00 
7.00 


The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario, 
I  CANADA  M5W  1X9 


& 

NOW 
MONTHLY 


